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EXPORT  TRADE. 

British  export  business  in  chemicals,  pharmaceutical  pro- 
ducts, and  allied  goods  is  prosperous.  The  principal  reason 
for  this  is  that  the  goods  are  liked  by  colonial  and  foreign 
buyers,  whose  agents  here  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be 
neglected  by  business  houses  at  home  who  wish  to  have 
their  share  of  the  indents  that  merchant  shippers  receive. 
We  shall  give  on  March  14  an  excellent  opportunity  of 
addressing  them  through  the  Merchant  Shippers'  Issue  of 
The  Chemist  axd  Druggist.  The  Publisher  is  now  making 
arrangements  for  the  issue,  and  those  who  wish  to  secure 
■space  in  it  should  address  him  without  delay. 


Summary. 


Did  you  read  the  Report  of  tie  Committee  on  Poiso.is  in  the 
C.  &  D.  last  week  ? 

The  complete  report  and  the  evidence  in  brief  were  given  on 
p.  321  of  the  issue,  the  points  being  presented  in  a  minute's 
reading  of  the  comprehensive  title. 

This  week  there  is  a  great  de.il  more  about  it,  beginning  on 
p.  355.    The  items  include  the  following  :  — 


M.  Carteighe  (sketch) 
Weed-killing,  &c  ,  in  the  'fifties 

(H.  H.  Pollard) 
Fundamental    inaccuracies  in 

the  evidence 
Points  in  the  evidence  (J.  Reid) 
W.  Q.  Cross  (sketchj 
Provincial  trade-opinion 

Besides,  there  are  a  Reynolds  cartoon  and  verses  on  p.  350, 
and  information  as  to  sheep-dips  which  shows  the  grave  errors 
that  misled  the  Committee  (p.  353). 

"Xrayser"  also  tears  the  evidence  to  pieces  (p.  351). 


Injustice  of  the  alterations  (H. 

Wyatt) 
Newspaper  opinion 
Parliamentarians'  views 
Sheep-dips  1  J.  Twinberrow) 
What  chemists  are  doing 
Sale  of  poisons  (J.  Paterson) 


Some  goo!  dispensing  notes  are  printed  on  p.  375. 

Two  famous  Indian  pharmacies  are  shown  on  p.  371. 

Orange  River  Colony  Imports  improved  much  last  year 
(p.  340). 

"  Shop-hours  "  is  down  for  discussion  by  M.P.s  on  March  4 
(p.  341). 

An  Appeal  in  the  Edinburgh  Willow-bark  case  has  been 
granted  (p.  356). 

A  Cocaine-case  was  causing  some  stir  in  Bombay  when  the 
mail  left  (p.  339). 

Da.  Dobbin  gives  useful  hints  on  the  analysis  of  an  alloy,  vide 
Students'  Corner,  p.  334. 

The  Manchester  Coroner  would  like  a  larger  "Poison''  put 
on  Mrs.  Winslow's  syrup  (p.  336). 

Another  of  Mr.  Reece's  assistants  has  been  fined  under  the 
Pharmacy  Act  for  selling  poison  (p.  35?). 

K.  F.  Kramer,  who  smuggled  saccharin  into  this  country,  has 
been  ordered  to  piy  9,300/.  to  the  Crown  (p.  356). 

Three  Medical  Bills  are  now  before  Parliament,  but  there  is 
no  hope  for  them  or  the  Pharmacy  Bill  either  (p.  341). 

The  Liverpool  hot-water  bottle  case  has  ended,  so  far,  by 
judgment  for  the  plaintiff  for  40/.  for  breach  of  warranty 
(p.  357). 

The  London  Chemists'  Association  discussed  ways  and  means 
on  Wednesday,  as  well  as  Council-caudidates  and  poison-matters 
(p.  M>). 

A  Kingston-on-Thames  Chemist  asserted  before  the  Coroner 
his  right  to  sell  prussic  acid.  The  Coroner  spoke  strongly  on  the 
matter  (p.  357). 

Fourteen  Days'  Hard  Labour  was  the  punishment  inflicted 
on  Mr.  H.  A.  Gibson,  chemist,  Spalding,  consequent  on  his  indict- 
ment for  manslaughter  (p.  336). 

The  Liquidator  of  Ulster  Chemists  (Limited)  has  failed  to 
satisfy  the  Yice-Chancellor  at  Dublin  that  there  is  need  for  exa- 
mining the  promoters  of  the  Company  (p.  355). 

Monthly  Payments  are  much  discouraged  by  the  erratic 
manner  in  which  many  wholesalers  send  out  their  monthly  state- 
ments.   The  facts  are  forcibly  pat  by  a  correspondent  on  p.  374. 

Mr.  Thomas  Christy  has  told  our  Town  Traveller  interesting 
things  about  Cassia  Beareana,  the  new  remedy  for  blackwater 
fever.  Our  contributor  has  picked  up  other  things  on  his  journey 
(p.  373). 

Mr.  W.  L.  Currie  (Glasgow)  is  to  be  a  candidate  for  the  Phar- 
maceutical Council  (p.  338),  Mr.  Walshaw  (Huddersfield)  is  another, 
and  Mr.  James  Paterson  (Aberdeen)  is  also  mentioned  as  a  candi- 
date (p.  345). 

Counsel  for  A.  Cross  &  Sons  (Limited),  in  the  case  against 
the  Company  for  infringement  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  Section  17, 
is  using  every  argument  to  prevent  the  real  point  being  issued — 
viz.,  the  charge  that  as  much  arsenic  as  would  kill  200  people  was 
sold  to  an  unknown  person  (p.  357). 

The  principal  alteration  in  the  markets  is  an  advance  in  mor- 
phine in  sympathy  with  higher  prices  for  opium.  A  large  transac- 
tion has  taken  place  in  American  peppermint  oil  at  a  low  figure, 
but  prices  were  subsequently  advanced.  Citric  acid  is  %d.  dearer, 
menthol  is  firmer,  and  so  is  quinine.  Cinnamon  and  vanilla  are 
lower  (p.  361). 
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Corner  for  Stu&ents. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 


Reports. 

THE  alloy  distributed  to  students  on  January  28  had, 
approximately,  the  following-  composition  : — ■ 
Tin  ...   72 


Lead 

Silver 

Bismuth 


18 
5 
5 

100 


It  also  contained  copper  and  iron  in  small  quantity,  the 
former  being  introduced  in  the  standard  silver  used  in  pre- 
paring it,  and  it  further  gave  reactions  indicating  the 
presence  of  a  trace  of  magnesium. 

Samples  of  the  alloy  were  distributed  to  sixty-five 
students,  and  thirty  reports  upon  its  composition  were 
received. 

The  failures  in  the  detection  of  the  chief  constituents  of 
the  alloy  were :  Tin,  2 ;  lead,  3 ;  silver,  11 ;  bismuth,  13 ; 
and  of  the  metals  which  were  present  in  something  more 
than  traces  :  Copper,  23  ;  iron,  15. 

There  were  two  convenient  methods  by  which  solutions 
for  analysis  could  be  prepared,  and  some  students  chose  one 
of  these  and  some  the  other.  In  the  first  method  a  few 
fragments  of  the  alloy  were  heated  for  a  length  of  time  with 
slightly  diluted  nitric  acid,  whereby  the  tin  was  converted 
into  white  insoluble  metastannicacid,  while  the  other  metals 
were  obtained  in  solution  as  nitrates.  The  metastannic 
acid,  when  filtered  off  and  thoroughly  washed,  could  then  be 
dissolved  easily  in  hot  hydrochloric  acid.  The  nitric-acid 
and  hydrochloric-acid  solutions  so  obtained  were  best 
examined  separately.  In  the  second  method  the  alloy  was 
heated  with  aqua  regia  until  nothing  remained  undissolved, 
the  silver  passing  entirely  into  solution  along  with  the  other 
metals  when  enough  aqua  regia  was  employed.  (When  the 
quantity  of  aqua  regia  employed  was  insufficient  to  retain 
all  the  silver  in  solution,  a  portion  of  it  remained  as  silver 
chloride).  A  small  quantity  of  lead  chloride  separated  from 
this  solution  on  cooling.  The  treatment  of  the  aqua-regia 
solution  required  considerable  care,  since,  on  dilution  with 
water,  it  yielded  a  precipitate  which  contained  not  only 
silver  chloride  along  with  some  lead  chloride,  but  always 
some  (and,  in  a  number  of  cases,  apparently  almost  the 
whole)  of  the  bismuth  as  oxychloride.  Some  of  the  failures 
to  detect  silver  and  bismuth  arose  from  insufficiently  close 
attention  to  the  examination  of  this  precipitate,  several 
students  describing  it  as  entirely  soluble  in  boiling  water, 
and  concluding  that  it  consisted  of  lead  chloride  only. 
Similar  failures  occurred  in  the  examination  of  the  precipi- 
tate obtained  by  adding  hydrochloric  acid  to  the  nitric-acid 
solution  prepared  in  the  first  method  of  attacking  the  alloy, 
as  described  above,  since  both  silver  chloride  and  bismuth 
oxychloride  accompanied  the  lead  chloride  in  this  case  also, 
and  sometimes  escaped  detection. 

The  presence  of  the  small  quantity  of  copper  (amounting 
to  about  0  5  per  cent.)  was  very  generally  overlooked  by 
those  who  did  not,  at  some  stage,  evaporate  to  dryness  the 
solution  in  which  it  was  contained,  and,  from  the  bluish  or 
greenish  colour  of  the  residue,  obtain  a  hint  as  to  its  pro- 
bable presence.  In  the  manipulation  of  the  hydrogen 
sulphide  precipitate  it  was  easy  to  miss  the  copper  entirely 
at  its  proper  place  in  the  separation  ;  first,  because  cupric 
sulphide  is  distinctly  soluble  in  ammonium  hydrosulphide, 
and  was  liable  to  become  associated  with  the  stannic  sulphide 
dissolved  oui  by  that  reagent ;  and  secondly,  because  cupric 


sulphide  is  to  some  extent  decomposed  by  dilute  hydrochloric 
acid  on  boiling-  in  contact  with  air,  and  the  small  quantity 
present  was  liable  to  pass  wholly  into  solution  along  with 
the  lead  and  bismuth  sulphides  when  the  mixed  hydrogen 
sulphide  precipitate  was  boiled  with  this  reagent.  Addition 
of  excess  of  ammonia  to  the  dilute  hydrochloric-acid  solu- 
tion which  contained  the  copper,  did  not  produce  a  con- 
spicuous blue  colour  (although  a  slight  colouration  did 
appear),  and  consequently  did  not  always  lead  to  its  detec- 
tion. 

We  note  again  that  a  considerable  number  of  students 
ignored  the  necessary  precaution,  insisted  upon  in  our  general 
remarks  last  month,  of  diluting  the  original  acid  solution  of 
a  substance  prior  to  passing  hydrogen  sulphide,  and  that  the 
inevitable  result  followed — i.e.,  lead,  bismuth,  and  tin  passed 
in  quantity  into  the  hydrogen-sulphide  filtrate,  and  were 
subsequently  mistaken  for  metals  belonging  to  other  analytical 
groups.  If,  as  in  the  present  case,  dilution  of  such  an  acid 
solution  gives  rise  to  the  formation  of  a  precipitate,  the 
latter  can  be  removed  by  filtration,  and  examined  separately. 

We  are  disposed  to  attribute  the  formation  of  a  slight 
precipitate,  produced  by  ammonium  oxalate,  and  supposed 
by  a  few  students  to  consist  of  calcium  oxalate,  to  the 
presence  of  traces  of  tin  in  the  filtrate  under  examination. 

We  were  inclined  to  doubt  the  presence  of  the  trace  of 
magnesium,  which  was  reported  by  a  considerable  number 
of  students,  and  acsordingly  we  made  a  careful  examination 
for  it  in  a  relatively  large  fragment  of  the  alloy.  After 
elaborate  precautions  to  remove  the  last  traces  of  the  metals 
belonging  to  other  groups,  a  solution  was  obtained  which 
gave  a  slight  but  distinct  magnesium  reaction  with  ammonium 
phosphate,  a  precipitate  being  produced  which  exhibited 
under  the  microscope  the  characteristic  appearance  of  the 
crystals  of  ammonium  magnesium  phosphate. 

Prizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  to 
Robert  H.  Martin,  c/o  T.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co.,  19  Duke 
Street,  Edinburgh. 
The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 
William  Shield,  c/o  Jos.  Robinson,  Stanley  R.S.O., 
Durham. 

First  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  price 
not  greatly  exceeding  half-a-guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first  prize. 

Second  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about  five 
shillings  may  be  taken  as  a  second  prize. 

The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested  to 
write  at  once  to  the  Publisher  naming  the  book  or  books  they 
select. 

Marks  awarded  for  Analyses. 


Robert    H.    Martin  (first 

prize)       ...       ...       •■■  93 

Wm.  Shield  (second  prize)  97 

Vep  ...       ...       :\.       ...  96 

Acetone      ...    95 

Lithium    9* 

B.  G.  S   90 

Eltrab    90 

Geo.  E.  Willougliby        ...  87 

Aromatic    ...       ...       ...  87 

J.  D.  B   ...  86 

Xanthaline  ...       ...       ...  84 

Irishman    79 

Japonica     ...       ...       ...  75 

John  F.  H.  Banner         ...  73 

Alcohol    ...  69 

To  Correspondents. 
Special  memoranda,  suggested  by  this  month's  reports  : — 
1.  Treatment  oE  an  arsenium-group  sulphide  precipitate 
with  ammonium  carbonate  is  quite  useless  as  a  test  for  traces 
of  arsenium.    The  presence  of  a  greatly  preponderating 
quantity  of  antimony  or  tin  sulphide  may  entirely  prevent 


Boulanger   68 

E.  F.  Carter    67 

John  E.  S.  Hackforth      ...  66 

M.  A.  L   63 

B.  M.  N   61 

Scienide    59 

G.  K.  F   57 

T.  H.  Buswell    53 

Vasogen      ...       ...       ...  53 

Thymol    52 

Albumen    50 

Durus    49 

Ulmus    48 

W.  T.  X   ...  48 

Tinct.  Buchu        ...       ...  12 
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the  ammonium  carbonate  from  dissolving  traces  of  arsenium 
sulphide. 

2.  It  is  superfluous  to  test  for  mercury  in  the  precipitate 
produced  by  adding  hydrochloric  acid  to  a  solution  obtained 
on  boiling  a  substance  with  excess  of  concentrated  nitric 
acid.  Any  mercury  present  in  such  a  solution  would  be 
there  as  mercuric  salt. 

3.  Hydrogen  sulphide  should  never  be  passed  through 
solutions  containing  a  large  proportion  oE  hydrochloric  acid. 
Such  solutions  must  be  diluted  in  order  to  ensure  approxi- 
mately complete  precipitation  of  lead,  bismuth,  cadmium, 
tin,  and  antimony. 

Robert  H.  Martin.— On  account  of  the  slight  solubility  of 
cupric  sulphide  in  ammonium  hydrosulphide,  potassium  sulphide 
should  be  employed  to  extract  the  sulphides  of  the  arsenium 
group  from  the  hydrogen  sulphide  precipitate  when,  as  in  the 
present  case,  there  is  reason  to  suspect  the  presence  of  copper. 

Vep. — The  trace  of  iron  was,  no  doubt,  present  in  the  state  of 
metal,  so  that  there  could  be  no  question  as  to  whether  it  was 
ferrous  or  ferric. 

Acetone. — The  trace  of  copper  present  was  the  cause  of  the 
green  colour  which  you  observed  at  the  edge  of  the  residue  left  on 
evaporating  to  dryness  the  solution  obtained  by  heating  the  alloy 
with  nitric  acid.  The  usual  copper  reactions  were  only  distinctly 
recognisable  when  all  of  this  metal  was  separated  from  the  other 
metals  and  collected  in  a  very  small  quantity  of  solution. 

Lithium. — The  flame-test  for  potassium  must  be  applied  after 
the  removal  of  all  metals  except  the  alkali-metals.  Cobalt  glass 
cuts  off  the  flame-coloration  due  to  sodium,  but  not  that  due  to  a 
number  of  other  metals. 

J.  D.  B.— From  the  report  of  your  treatment  of  the  mixed  pre- 
cipitate of  silver  and  lead  chlorides,  it  would  appear  that  you  first 
washed  with  ammonia  to  dissolve  out  the  silver  chloride  and  then 
washed  the  remainder  with  boiling  water.  The  treatment  of  the 
lead  chloride  with  ammonia  would,  however,  convert  it  into  lead 
hydroxide,  which  is  not  dissolved  by  boiling  water.  The  preci- 
pitate ought  to  have  been  treated  first  with  boiling  water  and 
then  with  ammonia.  Tin  could  not  be  present  as  stannous  salt 
in  the  solution  obtained  by  treating  the  alloy  with  aqua  regia. 

Irishman. — The  1  solution  obtained  by  boiling  the  alloy  with 
nitric  acid  contained  silver  nitrate,  and  hence  the  precipitate 
which  it  gave  with  hydrochloric  acid  after  dilution,  could  not  have 
dissolved  entirely  in  boiling  water.  There  must  have  been  a  small 
but  distinct  insoluble  portion. 

John  F.  H.  Banner.— You  must  have  had  far  too  concentrated 
hydrochloric  acid  present  in  the  solution  which  contained  the  bis- 
muth when  you  treated  it  with  hydrogen  sulphide,  otherwise  you 
could  not  have  failed  to  obtain  a  considerable  precipitate  of  bis- 
muth and  lead  sulphides.  Read  the  remarks  bearing  upon  this 
matter  in  the  present  issue  and  in  the  C.  &  D.  for  January  31 
1903,  page  140. 

Alcohol.— We  wero  unable  to  obtain  any  indication  of  the 
presence  of  arsenium  or  of  calcium.  May  the  former  not  have 
corns  from  impure  chemicals,  and  the  latter  from  ordinary  filter- 
papers  or  undistilled  water  ?  See  also  reference  to  calcium  in 
the  general  remarks. 

Boulanger.— Zinc  would  completely  precipitate  the  tin  from 
the  stannic-chloride  solution,  and  unless  this  tin  was  collected  and 
dissolved  in  hot  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  or  the  tin  and  zinc  were 
boiled  together  with  hydrochloric  acid  until  the  zinc  was  com- 
pletely dissolved,  there  could  be  no  stannous  salt  in  solution,  and 
no  precipitate  with  mercuric  chloride.  In  the  test  for  bismuth  by 
adding  ammonia  in  excess  to  an  acid  solution  containing  S.V.M., 
we  should  not  like  to  say  what  colour-indications  might  be' 
obtained,  due  to  the  latter  generally  undesirable  reagent. 

M.  A.  L.-We  do  not  understand  why,  in  treating  the  ammonium 
carbonate  filtrate  which  was  to  be  tested  for  arsenium,  you  added 
ammonium  sulphide  to  it  prior  to  acidulating  it  with  hydrochloric 
acid.  This  procedure  led  to  your  obtaining  a  precipitate  of 
sulphur,  when  otherwise  no  precipitate  would  have  been  formed. 

B.  M.  N, — The  supposed  nickel'.and  cobalt  reactions  which  you 
report  were  really  due  to  lead  and  bismuth  imperfectly  separated 
by  means  of  hydrogen  sulphide.  See  the  reply  to  John  F  H 
Banner. 

_  G.  K.  F.— Your  failure  to  detect  silver  arose  from  your  very 
incomplete  examination  of  the  mixture  of  silver  and  lead  chlo- 
rides formed  when  hydrochloric  acid  was  added  to  the  residue 
left  on  evaporating  to  dryness  the  original  nitric-acid  solution 
lou  could  scarcely  have  failed  to  detect  the  silver  had  vou  applied 
any  test  likely  to  indicate  its  presence. 


Ulmus. — You  would  probably  have  been  more  successful  in 
your  analysis  if  you  had  submitted  to  separate  examination  the 
original  nitric-acid  solution  and  the  hydrochloric-acid  solution  of 
the  white  oxide  insoluble  in  nitric  acid.  The  mixing  of  these  two 
solutions  complicated  rather  than  simplified  the  subsequent 
operations. 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  TOURNAMENT. 
With  the  results  published  above  we  have  reached  the 
fourth  of  the  six  monthly  competitions  in  the  Analytical 
Tournament,  and  the  publication  of  the  aggregate  marks 
obtained  by  the  competitors  who  stand  highest  on  the  list 
will  be  oE  interest  to  those  immediately  concerned.  We 
give  below  the  present  state  of  the  tournament  as  regards 
the  ten  competitors  who  have  obtained  the  highest  aggre- 
gates. It  is  probably  superfluous  to  urge  upon  each  of  the 
ten  to  endeavour  to  improve  upon  his  own  records  in  the 
two  remaining  competitions  : — 


Lithium 

...  355 

E.  P.  Carter 

...  330 

Meconic  ... 

...  318 

Acetone 

...  327 

Xanthaline 

...  310 

O  m  rah 

...  313 

B.  G.  S  

...  357 

J.  F.  H.  Banner  ... 

...  309 

Alcohol 

...  331 

Ulmus 

...  293 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  Interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  application  oE  the  Timothy  White  Company,  chemists, 
for  an  "off"  wine-licence  for  premises  at  3  West  Street, 
Faversham,  was  refused  on  February  18  by  the  local  licensing 
Magistrates. 

At  an  inquest  at  Manchester  on  February  23,  touching  the 
death  of  a  child  from  measles,  Mr.  Coroner  Smelt  reiterated 
his  opinion  that  saffron,  which  had  been  given  by  the 
mother,  was  of  no  use  whatever  for  the  disease.  It  has  no 
therapeutical  effect,  he  said. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry, 
at  Bradford,  will  probably  be  held  about  July  15,  at  the 
same  time  as  the  Sanitary  Congress  is  sitting.  Mr.  W.  M. 
Gardner,  oE  the  Bradford  Technical  College,  is  the  Hon, 
Secretary  oE  the  newly  elected  local  Reception  Committee. 

At  Llanelly  County  Court  on  February  18,  Morgan  W. 
James,  chemist,  sued  Bowers  Brothers,  89  BlackEriars  Road, 
for  23/.  17s.  for  money  paid  and  negligence  in  supplying 
goods.  O-ving  to  a  misunderstanding  as  to  settlement 
between  the  parties,  the  case  was  adjourned  until  the  next 
court. 

At  Middlesborough  Police  Court  on  February  2D,  Frederick 
J.  H.  Wrothwell,  trading  as  a  chemist  at  89  Linthorpe  Riad, 
Middlesborough,  was  fined  5/.  and  costs  for  selling  wine 
without  a  licence.  Defendant  pleaded  that  he  bought  the 
goodwill  of  the  business  over  a  year  ago,  and  thought  the 
licence  was  included.  The  Stipendiary  explained  that  it 
was  the  man,  not  the  business,  that  was  licensed. 

At  the  Liverpool  Assizes  on  February  19,  Edward  Conway, 
clerk,  Jchn  Conway,  optician,  and  John  Thomas  Marsden, 
optician,  pleaded  guilty  to  having  obtained,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  obtain,  various  sums  oE  money  by  false  pretences  from 
Jane  Mather,  of  Billinge.  .  Marsden,  who  represented  himself 
as  Dr.  Ison,  oE  Leeds,  an  eye- specialist,  was  sentenced  to 
eighteen  calendar  mouth*'  hard  labour,  and  the  two  Conways 
to  nine  months  with  hard  labour  each. 

The  Council  oE  the  BradEord  Chamber  of  Trades  made  a 
practical  start  with  its  work  on  February  23,  at  its  first 
meeting,  by  taking  in  hand  a  movement  for  the  reduction  of 
local  charges  for  electric  lighting.     A  sub-committee  of 
i  seven  large  users  was  formed  to  approach  the  electricity 
:  committee  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  substantial  reduc- 
tion of  price  ;  full  powers  were  given  to  the  sub-committee 
to  take  any  measures  which  it  might  consider  n?cessary  to 
i  that  end. 
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An  off  wine-licence  has  been  granted,  after  considerable 
opposition,  to  Mr.  John  Gower,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Llanelly. 

From  New  York  we  learn  that  in  1903  there  is  to  be  a 
grand  colonial  exhibition  in  London,  and  "extensive  plans'' 
have  already  been  made.  Nothing  is  known  of  it  on  this 
side. 

The  North  Staffs  Chemists'  Associations  memorandum  to 
proprietors  of  proprietaries  was  signed  by  fifty-four  chemists 
or  firms  of  chemists,  forty-six  of  them  being  P.A.T.A. 
members. 

At  Kensington  Licensing  Sessions  on  February  24,  Mr. 
Albert  Conper,  pharmaceutical  chemist  (trading  as  Cooper 
&  Co.),  80  Gloucester  Road,  South  Kensington,  was  granted 
an  off  wine-licence. 

It  is  characteristic  of  the  late  Mr.  Commissioner  Robert 
Malcolm  Kerr's  contempt  for  legal  formalities  that  he  died 
intestate.  Letters  of  administration  were  granted  on 
February  17  on  his  estate,  which  was  valued  at  2l,816i. 

At  Rhondda  Valley  (Porth)  County  Court  on  February  20, 
Judge  Williams  ordered  Mr.  David  Danix,  trading  as  a 
chemist  and  druggist  at  Tonypandy,  to  pay  2,1.  in  twenty- 
eight  days,  on  a  judgment  order,  or  go  to  prison  for  twenty- 
eight  days. 

Fifty  samples  of  drugs  were  analysed  last  year  by  the 
Kent  county  analyst  (Mr.  M.  A.  Adams),  and  only  three  were 
adulterated;  while  the  West  Suffolk  analyst  reports  that  the 
only  drugs  found  adulterated  in  the  county  last  year  were 
two  of  spirit  of  nitre. 

The  general  feeling  among  Liverpool  chemists,  writes  a 
correspondent  a  propos  of  the  "  Hot-water  Bottle  Case,"  is 
that  in  future  a  notice  should  be  supplied  with  all  hot-water 
bottles  that  they  are  not  sold  for  the  purpose  of  holding 
boiling  water.  A  prominent  Liverpool  firm  are  about  to  issue 
a  label  with  their  rubber-bottle  goods  bearing  a  statement 
to  that  effect. 

At  Chatham  Police  Court  on  Monday,  Frederick  Charles 
Hills,  a  well-known  local  "  anti-vaccinator,"  was  committed 
to  take  his  trial  at  the  Kent  Assizes  at  Maidstone,  on  a 
charge  of  wilfully  and  maliciously  publishing  a  defamatory 
libel  concerning  Dr.  Herbert  James  Bryan,  Chatham  one  of 
the  medical  officers  of,  and  public  vaccinator  to,  the  Medway 
Union.  The  defendant  had  said  in  a  letter  that  Dr.  Bryan 
did  not  carry  out  his  duties  according  to  contract  or  the 
Vaccination  Acts. 

At  a  meeting  of  Hanley  tradesmen  on  February  18,  Mr. 
J.  Mavor,  of  Boots  (Limited),  complained  of  the  scarcity  of 
coppers  in  the  town,  owing  to  the  universal  use  of  penny-in- 
the-slot  gas-meters.  The  banks  declined  to  take  any  steps 
to  remedy  the  matter,  and  he  had  to  pay  boys  to  search 
for  coppers  from  the  tramcars,  theatres,  and  newspaper- 
offices.  On  Mr.  Mavor's  suggestion,  it  was  decided  to  ask 
the  local  banks  to  keep  a  large  supply  of  coppers  for  the 
convenience  of  shopkeepers. 

B.P.C.,  Bristol,  1903. 

A  general  invitation  has.  been  issued  to  all  registered 
persons  in  the  district  to  associate  themselves  with  the  local 
committee  for  the  entertainment  of  the  Conference  in  July. 
The  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  Harold  E.  Matthews,  30  The  Mall, 
Clifton,  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  anyone  who  has  not 
received  an  invitation  and  wishes  to  join  the  committee. 

The  Spalding  Case. 

At  Lincoln  Assizes  on  February  21,  Henry  Atkin  Gibson, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Spalding,  was  indicted  for  the  man- 
slaughter of  Thomas  Stevenson.  This  is  the  case,  previously 
reported  (6T.  £  D.,  December  13,  20,  and  27,  1902,  pages  961, 
997,  and  1035),  in  which  Mr.  Gibson  thought  he  had  dis- 
pensed in  error  some  strong  solution  of  ammonia  in  place  of 
sal  volatile  in  a  cough-mixture.  Accused  was  strongly 
recommended  to  mercy,  and  Mr.  Justice  Kennedy  passed 
sentence  of  fourteen  days'  hard  labour. 

The  Chemist's  Diamond  Pin. 

On  February  1,  just  at  closing  time,  Mr.  Max  Matz,  chemist 
and  druggist,  of  5  Bury  New  Road,  Manchester,  was  re- 
arranging his  necktie  preparatory     closing  bis  shop,  and  he 


placed  his  diamond  pin,  value  11.  10s.,  on  a  heap  of  wrapping- 
paper  lying  behind  the  counter.  Before  he  had  completed 
his  toilet,  a  woman  named  Sarah  Bright  came  in  for  a 
pennyworth  of  oil.  She  was  the  last  customer  that  night. 
As  soon  as  she  had  gone  the  chemist  missed  his  pin,  and 
believed  he  had  wrapped  it  up  with  the  bottle  of  oil. 
Advertisements  and  handbills  brought  no  pin,  but  a  fortnight 
later  Mrs.  Bright  pawned  it  for  2s.  The  pawnbroker 
informed  the  police,  and  on  February  21  the  Stipendiary 
Magistrate  sent  Mrs.  Bright  to  prison  for  three  days.  She 
admitted  finding  the  pin  in  the  parcel  with  the  bottle  of  oil. 

Labelling  Poisonous  Proprietaries. 

At  an  inquest  on  a  child  ten  weeks  old  held  before  Mr. 
Sidney  Smelt,  the  Manchester  Coroner,  on  February  23,  it 
appeared  that  the  deceased  had  been  given  between 
Wednesday  and  Friday  eight  half-teaspoonfuls  of  Winslow's 
soothing-syrup.  In  reply  to  the  Coroner,  the  mother  of  the 
deceased  said  her  child  had  a  bit  of  a  cold,  and  the  syrup 
made  the  child  sleep.  Coroner :  There  is  morphine  in  this 
medicine.  It  is  a  poison.  I  have  no  doubt  the  mother  does, 
not  know  that  morphine  is  a  preparation  of  opium.  Did  you 
know  it  was  a  poison  ? — The  mother  :  No.  Did  you  read  the 
label  ? — No.  Coroner :  It  is  ridiculous  to  sell  this  poison  in 
this  way.  It  is  not  properly  labelled  as  a  poison  in  a  way 
that  people  can  see  it.  If  the  makers  labelled  it  as  they 
ought  to  do,  and  let  people  know  it  contains  poison,  they 
would  not  buy  it.  A  Juryman :  People  do  not  know  it 
contains  a  poison.  Another  Juryman :  I  used  to  sell  it. 
before  it  came  under  the  Drugs  Acts.  People  were  astonished 
to  find  that  it  contained  poison.  Coroner:  In  my  opinion 
nobody  should  be  allowed  to  prescribe  a  medicine  containing 
poison  to  a  child  except  under  the  advice  of  a  doctor.  It  is- 
extremely  dangerous  to  prescribe  stuff  of  this  kind  to  a 
young  child.  The  Act  of  Parliament  says  it  has  to  be 
labelled  poison,  and  this  is  how  they  do  it.  On  this  bottle, 
in  small  type,  it  says:  "This  preparation,  containing  among 
other  valuable  ingredients,  a  small  amount  of  morphine,  is, 
in  accordance  with  the  Act  of  Parliament,  hereby  labelled 
poison."  I  should  like  to  see  the  proprietors  prosecuted. 
Will  any  sane  man  say  this  is  labelled  poison  1 — The  Jury  : 
No,  it  is  not.  It  is  part  of  the  directions  as  to  its  use.  A 
post-mortem  showed  death  to  be  from  marasmus,  and  a  verdict 
to  that  effect  was  returned. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

At  the  photographic  exhibit  at  the  Royal  Society  of 
Artists'  Rooms  the  collection  consists  of  700,  the  carbon  and 
gum  bichromate  prints  being  more  numerous  than  usual. 

Mr.  Thomas  Barclay,  speaking  at  a  dinner  to  Sir  Walter- 
Foster,  said  that  in  no  town  in  the  country  is  a  Liberal  Club 
more  needed  than  in  Birmingham — a  town  which  John 
Bright  said  was  as  Liberal  as  the  sea  is  salt. 

Smallpox  has  reappeared  in  our  midst,  and  with  it  a  re- 
opening of  the  free  vaccination  stations,  which  are  to  remain 
open  until  further  notice.  Inconsequence  lymph  is  getting 
to  famine  prices,  and  prophylactics  are  all  the  rage. 

An  enormous  number  of  bottles  pass  through  the  Aerated- 
waters  Association  Exchange— 6.258  gross  this  year,  against 
6,979  gross  last  year.  The  adoption  of  the  annual  report  was 
proposed  by  Mr.  W.  Corbett,  pharmacist,  Bromsgrove,  and 
carried  unanimously. 

The  'Varsity  governors  met  last  week,  and  decided  to 
allow  the  request  of  the  undergraduates  to  have  Wednesday 
afternoons  free  provided  they  attend  regularly  on  Saturday 
mornings.  The  School  of  Commerce  has  staited  well,  and 
a  professor  of  education  is  wanted,  but  the  demand  exceeds 
the  supply. 

At  the  local  Association  meeting  held  on  Thursday  evening 
only  nine  persons  attended,  several  not  having  been  advised 
of  the  meeting.  Dr.  Coole  Kneale,  a  quondam  pharmacist, 
gave  an  address,  which  was  much  appreciated.  The  Mail 
seemed  to  see  in  the  whole  matter  a  sort  of  pharmaceutical 
trade-unionism ! 

The  meeting  held  at  the  Great  Western  Hotel  on  Friday 
afternoon,  February  20,  convened  by  Mr.  R.  Bremridge,  was 
remarkably  well  attended  judging  from  the  number  of 
pharmacists  one  saw  in  the  hall  of  the  hotel.  The  following 
were  observed  :  Messrs.  Southall,  T.  Barclay,  G.  E.  Perry, 
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C.  Thompson,  Wakefield,  Chase,  Blackwell,  Spilsbury,  and 
Lowther.  It  was,  in  the  words  of  the  invitation,  "  a  private 
conference  with  me  [R.  B.]  in  regard  to  the  report  of  the 
Privy  Council  Committee  on  the  Poison  Schedule,  and  for 
discussing  allied  matters  of  special  importance  to  the 
pharmaceutical  calling." 

In  his  quarterly  report,  Mr.  J.  F.  Liverseege,  F.I.C.,  Ph.C, 
analyst  for  the  city,  states  that  two  samples  of  Gregory's 
powder  analysed  were  genuine.  In  a  third  the  magnesium 
oxide — which,  with  rhubarb  and  ginger,  composes  the  powder 
— had  been  largely  replaced  by  the  somewhat  cheaper  mag- 
nesium carbonate.  The  vendor  was  fined  10.<.,  and  9s.  costs. 
The  five  samples  of  iron-and-quinine  citrate  did  not  vary 
much  from  the  B.P.  standard,  which  is  that  the  preparation 
should  contain  15  per  cent,  of  quinine.  They  contained 
from  144  to  15  2,  and  were  passed  as  genuine.  They  con- 
tained 6  9  to  8  3  per  cent,  of  moisture,  and  yielded  from 
18  9  to  19  3  per  cent,  of  oxide  of  iron  on  ignition.  In  no 
case  was  strychnine  detected.  Eight  samples  of  borax  and 
seven  samples  of  Epsom  salts  were  all  found  to  be  genuine. 

No  Opiate. 

At  Portslade  on  February  18,  the  inquiry  into  the  death  of 
Albert  Terry,  7  weeks  old,  was  resumed.  The  child  had 
been  given  some  medicine  obtained  from  a  herbalist  (6'.  D  , 
February  14,  page  256).  and  Mr.  Duncker,  surgeon,  said  in 
his  opinion  death  was  due  to  opium-poisoning.  The  inquest 
was  adjourned  in  order  that  the  stomach-contents  m'ght  be 
analysed.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Eist  Sussex 
(Mr.  A.  G.  R.  Fullerton)  now  stated  that  he  had  analysed 
the  medicine  and  powder  given  to  the  child,  and  found  no 
trace  whatever  of  either  opium,  morphine,  chloral,  or  other 
narcotic.  In  his  opinion  death  was  due  to  coma  following 
convulsions.    Verdict  accordingly. 

Objects  to  be  Drilled. 

Mr.  Gecrge  Le  Seelleur,  the  Jersey  chemist  who  recent'y 
advertised  his  business  for  sale  because  he  had  been  sum- 
moned to  serve  in  the  Militia,  was  fined  11.  or  four  days' 
imprisonment  at  Jers-y  Police  Court  on  February  21,  for 
refusing  to  attend  drills.  Counsel  for  the  defendant  said 
his  client  had  already  served  five  years  in  the  Militia.  It 
would  be  cec3ssary  to  close  the  shop  in  his  absence,  as  he 
had  no  assistant  who  could  dispense  drugs. 

Practical  Gratituds. 

Messrs.  Sturton  Brothers,  chemists,  of  Fitzroy  Street, 
Cambridge,  whose  premises  (as  reported  last  week)  narrowly 
escaped  destruction  in  a  great  fire,  have  written  to  the 
captain  of  the  local  fire-brigade,  thanking  him  and  his 
brother  officers  and  men  for  the  earnest  and  efficient  way  in 
which  they  worked,  and  enclosing  a  cheque  for  20Z.,  with  a 
request  that  he  should  use  it  as  bethought  best  for  the  men. 

The  Sale  of  Prussic  Acid. 

Dr.  Michael  H.  Taylor,  the  Mid-Surrey  Coroner,  held  an 
inquest  at  Kingston-on-Thames  on  February  20,  touching 
the  death  of  a  young  man  named  Walther,  a  cats'-meat 
purveyor,  whose  dead  body  was  found  lying  in  a  field,  with 
an  empty  bottle  that  had  contained  prussic  acid  lying 
beside  it.  Mr.  Harry  Gibson  Hodder,  chemist  and  druggist, 
of  126  London  Road,  Kingston,  deposed  that  he  sold  to 
deceased,  whom  he  knew  very  well,  2  dr.  of  Scheele's  prussic 
acid  to  poison  a  dog.  The  sale  was  entered  in  the  poisons- 
book  and  signed  by  deceased  in  the  usual  way. 

Coroner :  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  supplying  prussic  acid  to 
these  people  ? — Witness  :  The  law  allows  it,  sir. 

Coroner :  I  know  the  law  allows  ic ;  but  have  you  any  pur- 
chasers ?— Witness  :  Yes. 

Coroner  :  But  is  it  the  custom  in  the  trade  ? — Witness  :  Well, 
we  do  not  care  about  it. 

Coroner :  But  is  it  the  custom  1 — Witness  :  Oh,  yes,  if  you 
know  the  people. 

Coroner:  This— Scheele's  acid— is  more  destructive  than  ordi- 
nary prussic  acid  '?  —Witness  :  Yes. 

Coroner :  I  have  made  inquiries  into  the  subject,  and  I  find 
that  it  is  not  the  custom  of  the  trade  to  sell  it  in  this  way. — 
Witness  :  I  do  not  know  about  that ;  but  I  am  allowed  by  law, 
and  I  think  I  am  qualified  to  do  so. 

Coroner :  Suppose  someone  presents  a  doctor's  prescription  to 
you  in  which  there  is  £  oz.  of  prussic  acid,  and  the  doctor's 


initials  only  are  given,  would  you  dispense  it? — Witness:  No;  I 
think  not. 

Coroner:  Is  not  2  dr.  of  Scheele's  as  dangerous  as  the  doctor's 
J  oz  of  the  ordinary  acid  ? —WitneBS  :  Yes;  but  I  shouli  not  self 
it  without  referring  to  the  doctor. 

Coroner :  Then  you  say  that  you  take  more  precautions  when 
dealing  with  doctors  than  with  ordinary  people  ?  -  Witness  :  But 
I  know  these  people. 

Coroner:  Tnen  it  comes  to  this  —  that  if  anyone  comes  to  you 
for  prussic  acid,  you  ssrve  them  if  you  know  them  ?  —  Witness  :  It 
is  the  custom  of  the  trade. 

Coroner  :  It  is  the  law,  I  know  ;  but  I  have  found  that  it  is  not 
the  custom. 

Dr.  Frederick  Ashworth,  having. deposed  that  death  waj 
due  to  prussic-acid  poisoning,  and  that  Scheele's  acid  was 
not  used  in  medicines  at  all,  the  Coroner  (addressing  the 
jury)  said:  It  is  a  most  terrible  state  of  things,  gentlemen, 
that  such  a  deadly  drug  as  this  can  be  procured  in  such  an 
easy  way.  I  have  inquired  at  several  chemists,  and  they 
all  told  me  the  custom  of  the  trade  is  not  to  sell  prussic 
acid.  Mr.  Hodder  denies  that.  The  law  protects  him  ;  but 
if  it  protects  him  in  giving  to  anyone  a  terrible  drug  of  this 
kind,  it  is  time  it  was  altered.  Doctors  never  dispense  it.  Mr. 
Hodder  stated  that  if  a  doctor  sent  a  prescription  containing 
§  oz.  of  the  weaker  acid  he  would  not  dispense  it,  and  yet  he 
dispensed  2  dr.  of  Scheele's  to  a  cat's-meat  man.  Mr.  Hodder 
could  not  be  blamed,  for  the  law  protects  him  ;  but  the 
state  of  the  law  is  simply  terrible.  One  could  go  into  any 
oilshop  in  Kingston  and  buy  enough  oxalic  acid  to  poison 
the  whole  jury.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  suicide  by 
taking  prussic  acid,  and  confirmed  the  views  of  the  Coroner 
as  to  the  selling  of  poisons.  They  did  not  censure  Mr. 
Hodder  at  all,  but  advised  him  to  take  more  care  in  the 
future.  The  Coroner  agreed,  and  reiterated  that  lie  had 
gone  to  the  largest  chemists'  shops  in  Richmond  and 
Twickenham,  and  they  all  told  him  it  is  not  the  practice  to 
sell  prussic  acid.  Mr.  Hodder  protested  that  he  had  a., 
perfect  right  to  sell  prussic  acid.  Ernest  Walther,  who  is 
an  oilman  by  trade,  asked  if  he  was  within  his  right  in- 
selling  spirit  of  salts.  The  Coroner  advised  him  first  to  put 
on  a  red  label  and  mark  it  "  Poison."  Mr.  Hodder  pointed' 
out  that  that  would  be  against  the  law.  If  he  did  that,  he 
would  be  exercising  the  rights  of  a  chemist. 

The  Coroner:  The  law  is  a  "  hass." 

The  "Week's  Poisonings. 

Only  six  fatalities  from  poisoning  have  been  recorded  - 
since  our  last  report,  the  poisons  being  laudanum  (two), 
carbolic  acid,  cyanide  of  potassium,  and  prussic  acid  (two). 
The  last-named  poison  was  taken  by  a  St.  Pancras  labourer 
named  Nurse,  but  how  he  came  by  the  poison  is  not 
rep  >rted.     A  working  jeweller  named  Trelfer  drank  a 
solution  of   cyanide,   and  died  in   a  boat   on  Brighton 
beach.     A    young    married    woman    named  McGravey 
committed  suicide  with  carbolic  acid  at  Middlesborough 
on  February  21.     A  Leicester  newsagent  named  Talkes 
took  an  overdose  of  laudanum  in  mistake,  and  died  ;  and  a  . 
similar  misadventure  befel  Reuben  William  Leathes  (29), 
a  traveller  in   patent   medicines,  who   resided  at  Lee. 
Deceased  was  a  laudanum-taker,  and  he  had  been  supplied 
with  1  oz.  by  Mr.  Edmund  Winzer,  chemist  and  druggist, 
of  11  Nelson  Street,  Greenwich.    The  laudanum  was  sold  in 
a  fluted  phial,  and  was  labelled  in  accordancs  with  the= 
requirements  of  the  Pharmacy  Act. 


3rtsb  mem 


Local  newspapers  ccntaininj  marked  items  of  news  interesting, 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Business  Change. 

Messrs.  Seymour,  druggists.  Medical  Hall,  Ennis,  co.  Clare;, 
intend  to  open  a  branch  establishment  at  Miltown  Malbay  at 
an  early  date. 

Personal. 

At  Belfast  last  week,  Mr.  James  Guiler,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  delivered  a  lantern-lecture  in  the  Assemb'y  Hal]  on 
"  Mo:  cow  and  the  Northern  Capitals." 
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Drug-tenders. 

The  Dunshaughlin  Board  of  Guardians  invite  tenders  for 
medicines  for  the  workhouse  and  several  dispensaries. 
Tenders  to  be  sent  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  on  or  before 
March  10, 

Death  from  Rat  poison. 

A  young  daughter  of  Mr.  E.  H.  Gardner,  schoolmaster  at 
Clonlebolt,  co.  Monaghan,  has  died  as  the  result  of  eating 
rat-poison.  The  poison  had  been  laid  on  bread  in  the  pantry 
for  the  purpose  of  killing  rats. 

Guardians'  Contracts. 
In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  a  clause  introduced  into 
the  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Amendment  Act  by  Mr. 
Tully,  M.P.,  the  local  government  bodies  throughout 
Ireland  must,  in  future,  accept  the  lowest  tender  for  con- 
tracts, unless  they  show  the  Local  Government  Board  that 
they  have  a  valid  reason  for  acting  otherwise.  Failure  to 
comply  with  this  provision  will  mean  that  the  Guardians 
will  be  surcharged. 

Ambassadors  of  Commerce. 

The  second  annual  dinner  of  the  Commercial  Travellers' 
Benevolent  Association  was -held  in  Dublin  on  February  21. 
The  drug  and  chemical  and  allied  trades  were  represented 
by  Messrs.  H.  L.  Grimes  (Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb, 
Limited)  and  F.  J.  Gill  (Apollinaris  Company).  The  sum 
of  80,000/.  now  stands  to  the  credit  of  the  Association,  and 
last  year  405  persons  were  assisted  from  the  funds  to  the 
extent  of  12,000/. 

Ireland  for  the  Irish. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Baconboy  Board  of  Guardians  a  few 
days  ago,  a  letter  was  read  from  Messrs.  P.  A.  Leslie  &  Co., 
36  Bride  Street,  Dublin,  asking  the  Board  to  patronise  Irish 
pharmaceutical  manufactures,  and  giving  as  their  reason  for 
this  that  the  firm  sold  only  Irish-manufactured  articles,  and 
only  employed  Irish  men  and  women.  The  Clerk  said  the 
firm  were  the  contractors  for  the  supply  of  medicines  at 
present.  Accordingly  no  action  was  taken  on  the  letter. 
A  similar  letter  from  Messrs.  Leslie  was  before  the  Drog- 
heda  Guardians  at  their  last  meeting.  After  discussion  it 
was  decided  to  put  a  clause  in  the  advertisement  for  drugs, 
stating  that  Irish-manufacturad  articles  will  be  accepted  by 
the  Guardians  in  all  cases  where  practicable. 

The  Mallow  Board  of  Guardians  have  agreed  to  adopt  the 
suggestion  of  Messrs.  Leslie  k  Co.  that  preference  be  given 
to  Irish  manufactured  medicines  in  the  forthcoming 
contracts.  From  reports  which  reach  us  from  other  districts 
the  letter  of  Messrs.  Leslie  seems  to  have  been  sent  to  several 
.other  Boards  of  Guardians,  and  to  have  met  with  a  sympathetic 
ijeception. 


Scotcb  IRewa. 


lyocal  newspapers  containing-  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are'always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Unlicensed  S.V.M. 
At  Keith,  on  February  17,  a  Banffshire  chemist  was  fined 
Zl.  2s.  at  the  instance  of  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities,  for 
selling  methylated  spirit  without  a  licence. 

The  Kinninmont  Prize. 

The  annual  competition  for  this  prize  will  take  place  this 
year  in  June.  The  subjects  are  botany,  magnetism,  and 
electricity.  Intending  .candidates  should  send  in  their 
names  to  the  Secretary  for  the  committee,  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie, 
223  Byres  Road,  Dowanhill;  Glasgow,  from  whom  all  par- 
ticulars may  be  obtained,  including  an  excellent  Syllabus  of 
the  examination. 

I  An  Abortive  Burglary. 

,  A  gang  of  burglars  have  been  committing  a  series  of 
depredations  in  the  southern  district  of  Edinburgh  recently, 
and  on  February  21  they  entered  the  premises  occupied  V  y 
Messrs.  King  &  Son,  chemists  and  druggists,  at  142  March- 


mont  Street,  and  the  adjoining  shop.  The  burglars  appear 
to  have  obtained  entrance  to,  the  back  premises  by  wrench- 
ing away  an  iron  stanchion.  The  premises  were  ransacked, 
but  no  serious  damage  was  done,  the  thieves  having  evidently 
been  scared  before  their  work  was  finished. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  Election. 
It  is  understood  that  Mr.  J.  L.  Ewing,  of  Edinburgh,  is 
not  to  be  a  candidate  for  the  Council  election.  Mr.  David 
Storrar  is  the  retiring  candidate,  and  it  is  rumoured  that 
there  will  be  at  least  two  other  candidates.  The  result  will 
be  a  "botch"  similar  to  what  took  place  two  years  ago. 
There  is  a  chance  for  another  candidate  in  addition  to 
Mr.  Storrar  getting  in,  but  more  than  one  would  spoil  the 
chance  of  any  excepting  Mr.  Storrar.  It  is  suggested  that 
Scotch  nominees  should  submit  to  a  test  vote  from  Scotch 
members,  this  to  be  determined  unofficially  at  their  expense. 

Who  is  Mr.  Reid  ? 

This  question  originates  with  the  Editors  of  the  Edinburgh 
Medical  Journal  (Dr.  G.  A.  Gibson  and  Dr.  Alexis  Thomson), 
who,  in  an  article  on  "Substitution,"  somewhat  severely 
criticise  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  pamphlet  on 
that  subject.  The  learned  editors  say :  "  A  pamphlet  such 
as  this  will  do  them  much  more  harm  than  good  ;  it  lacks 
detail ;  it  gives  insufficient  references.  Who  is  the  Mr.  Reid 
whose  observations  are  retailed  1 — the  when  and  the  where 
unspecified."  What  the  editors  need  is  a  course  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

With  cod-liver  oil  at  lis.  6d.  per  gal.  wholesale,  the  Is.  Id. 
quart  bottles  have  vanished  from  certain  local  retailers' 
windows. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  had  a  private  conference  with  the  local 
Divisional  Secretaries  and  several  representative  chemists  on 
Friday,  February  20,  with  reference  to  the  report  of  the 
Poisons  Committee. 

The  local  Pharmaceutical  Association  having  approved  of 
Mr.  W.  L.  Currie's  candidature  for  a  seat  on  the  Council, 
steps  are  being  taken  to  organise  a  campaign  on  his  behalf. 
Mr.  Currie  will  issue  his  election  address  shortly. 

The  governors  of  the  Victoria  Infirmary  have  acquired 
10,725  square  yards  of  ground,  at  10s.  per  square  yard,  from 
the  Corporation,  in  order  to  extend  the  institution,  which  is 
too  small  for  the  growing  needs  of  the  south  side. 

On  Monday,  February  23,  Mr.  Thos.  S.  Barrie,  F.C.S., 
delivered  a  lantern-lecture  on  "The  Underground  Life  of 
Plants,"  before  the  members  of  the  "Sweet  William"  Lodge 
of  Free  Gardeners.  There  was  a  very  large  attendance,  and 
the  lecture  was  followed  with  the  keenest  interest. 

The  joint  meeting  of  the  two  Associations  on  February  19 
was  not  so  numerously  attended  as  it  should  have  been,  but 
the  proceedings  were  characterised  by  remarkable  energy 
and  earnestness.  The  question  of  prices  which  the  meeting 
was  called  to  consider,  although  left  unsettled,  was  brought 
nearer  a  practical  solution. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  an  application  for  a  situation 
received  this  month  by  a  chemist  in  the  West  of  Scotland 
who  advertised  in  a  local  newspaper.  It  is  dated  from  the 
Gorbals  district : — 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  advertisement,  for  a  Junior 
assistant,  I  offer  myself  as  an  applicant  for  the  situation.  I  have 
6j  years  experience  in  Generall  Pharmacy,  which  for  most  part  of 
my  time  I  served  in  Glasgow,  and  the  latter  in  London's  finest 
pharmacy.    As  an  experience  Dispenser  and  Compounder,  I  was 

taken  into  the  "  Pharmac'ie  "  of  (M.Ph.Sc.  &  M.P.)  as 

first  Dispenser  to  his  business,  and  through  my  hands  passed  the 
Medicine  of  the  Royal  Family,  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Con- 
naught,  and  other  Royal  Patronages  of  Foreign  Countries,  and 
noted  Members  of  Parliament,  like  Joe  Chamberlain,  Lord  Rosbery 
&  Lord  Currie,  &etc.  &etc.  As  a  patent  medicine,  &  proprietary 
article  compounder,  I  rank  with  the  competent  class.  I  can  also 
compound  tooth  powders,  Hair  wa9h  Powders,  Shampoo  powders, 
&  Manicure  Powders.  As  for  photography,  I  rank  with  class 
men.  I  can  Photograph,  Enlarge,  Intensify,  Spot,  Colour  Prints, 
&  Tone  &  fix  same  I  can  also  test  eyesight,  and  suit  the  same  if 
required  on  the  Premises,  Pull  teeth,  etc.  etc. 

I  am  free  just  now,  having  just  arrived  from  London,  and  about 
to  take,  the  first  good  opening  I  can  get.    My  people  st  ty  here, 
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that  is  my  reason  for  staying  here  now.  IE  an  interview  be 
Kequired,  it  can  be  arranged.    Hoping  this  find  a  good  answer. 

I  am  yours  truly, 

The  pharmacy  in  which  the  writer  says  he  was  first  dispenser 
was  nob  Squire's.  The  name  of  the  pharmacist  does  not 
happen  to  be  on  the  register. 

The  Glasgow  newspapers  contain  various  garbled  accounts 
of  the  Poisons  Report.  One  solemnly  informs  its  readers 
that  the  main  recommendation  of  the  report  is  that  greater 
care  should  be  taken  in  the  storing  and  carriage  of  arsenic 
and  its  preparations ;  and  another,  after  giving  an  alarmist 
description  of  the  "  unknown  risks  of  poison  by  wholesale," 
adds  such  "  exclusive  "  items  of  information  as  the  following  : 
"The  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  never  prosecuted  anyone 
for  the  unauthorised  sale  of  cocaine."  The  Committee  are 
"  opposed  to  a  chemists'  monopoly,  because  the  farmers  save 
20  per  cent,  by  purchasing  from  manufacturers  and  others." 
"  The  Pharmacy  Act  is  to  be  strengthened  by  including  in  it, 
under  one  clause  (sio)  or  another,  every  kind  of  poison  sold." 
A  number  of  local  chemists  have  written  letters  to  the 
editor  correcting  these  and  similar  gross  misstatements,  but 
their  communications  have  been  ignored. 


East  3nMan  IRcws. 


Personal  — Mr.  J.  L.  Pigott,  who,  as  Conservator  of 
Forests  at  Bangalore,  had  control  of  the  sandalwood-auctions, 
has  succeeded  Mr.  A.  F.  Broun,  in  Ceylon,  as  the  head  of 
the  Forest  Department. 

The  Ceylon  Poisons  Ordinance,  1901. — The  regulations 
made  by  the  Governor  with  the  advice  of  the  Executive 
Council,  under  the  provisions  of  Section  9  of  this  Ordinance, 
having  passed  all  the  prescribed  formalities,  are  now  pro- 
claimed in  the  Ceylon  (fazette.  Full  particulars  of  the  new 
regulations  will  be  found  in  our  issues  of  August  31,  and 
October  19,  1901,  pages  380  and  639. 

A  Surgeon's  Mistake. — When  the  steamer  Laos  arrived 
at  Colombo  last  month  from  Yokohama,  it  was  reported 
that  Dr.  Michaux,  the  surgeon  of  the  vessel,  had  died.  The 
doctor,  who  was  subject  to  sciatica,  had  a  severe  attack  of 
the  malady  on  the  evening  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the 
vessel  in  port,  and  he  injected  into  himself  a  solution  of 
atropine  in  mistake  for  morphine.  Poisonous  symptoms  set 
in  immediately,  and  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  Drs.  de  Grace 
and  Barrio,  who  were  passengers  on  the  steamer,  Dr.  Michaux 
succumbed  to  the  effects  of  the  poison. 

Bombay  Items. — The  municipal  contract  for  disinfectant 
fluid  has  again  been  secured  by  Messrs.  Thomson  &  Taylor, 
35  Esplanade  Road,  Bombay. — Bombay  was  in  the  grip  of 
most  unusual  cold  weather  when  the  mail  left.  As  a  result, 
coughs,  colds,  fevers,  and  stomach  troubles  were  giving  the 
local  chemists  a  deal  to  do. — Plague  and  smallpox  are  re- 
ported as  having  attained  alarming  proportions  amongst  the 
natives. — What  is  locally  known  as  "'  The  cocaine  case  "  was 
concluded  on  February  6  in  the  Court  of  the  Chief  Pre- 
sidency Magistrate.  This  was  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
Abkari  department  to  prove  cocaine  an  intoxicating  drug 
by  prosecuting  a  firm  of  native  chemists  for  selling  the 
article  without  a  licence.  The  case  has  attracted  a  great 
deal  of  attention  in  the  local  drug-bazaar,  where  a  very 
large  business  is  done  in  cocaine.  The  Magistrate  dis- 
missed the  case  as  not  proved  by  the  evidence  produced  that 
cocaine  was  an  intoxicant  in  the  sense  one  understood 
opium  and  bhang  to  be.  This  case  illustrates  the  methods 
of  the  Abkari,  who  should  merely  have  issued  a  notice  re- 
stricting the  sale  of  the  drug.  Writing  to  the  Times  of  India 
regarding  this  case,  Mr.  Alfred  Pell,  general  manager  for 
Messrs.  Kemp  &  Co.  (Limited),  chemists,  points  out  that  it 
was  merely  a  test-case,  and  he  wishes  it  made  clear  that  his 
firm  hold  licences  for  the  sale  of  everything  they  deal  in 
that  comes  under  the  Licensing  Act.  As  Messrs.  Kemp  are 
in  perfect  sympathy  with  the  desire  of  the  Abkari  depart- 
ment to  watch  the  indiscriminate  sale  of  cocaine,  they  con- 
sented to  their  name  being  used  as  "chemical  experts  "to 
show  that  it  is  desirable  to  place  this  drug  under  proper 
supervision. 


Hmerican  IRotee. 


A  Phenacetin  Crusade. — The  New  York  City  Depart- 
ment of  Health  has  gathered  in  recently  373  samples  cf 
phenacetin  from  pharmacists  and  druggists  in  the  city.  Of 
these  analysis  shows  that  only  58  were  pure,  267  were  phena- 
cetin and  acetanilid,  2  phenacetin  and  sugar,  4  phenacetin 
and  starch,  32  pure  acetanilid,  4  acetanilid  and  sugar,  1 
phenacetin  and  milk  sugar,  3  acetanilid  and  starch,  1  anti- 
pyrin,  and  1  quinine  sulphate.  The  Health  Commissioner 
(Dr.  Lederle),  says  that  "  a  few  "  offenders  may  be  made  an 
example  of. 

Duty  on  Bottle-caps. — Importei-s  of  metal  bottle-caps 
from  France  are  up  in  arms  against  the  Board  of  United 
States  General  Appraisers,  who  have  advanced  the  duty, 
which  brings  them  up  to  the  selling-price  of  such  goods  in 
the  French  markets.  Bottle-caps  from  Austria  are,  however, 
being  imported  into  the  United  States  at  a  valuation  Of 
15  per  cent,  lower  than  the  French,  and  it  is  contended  that 
this  will  eventually  drive  the  French  article  out  of  the 
country.  Investigations  are  being  made  by  the  Board  of 
General  Appraisers  as  to  the  market- values  of  the  metal 
'  bottle-caps  from  Austria.  A  considerable  sum  of  money  is 
involved  in  the  controversy. 

Drug  Adul  teration. — The  adulteration  of  drugs  was 
the  subject  of  a  paper  read  on  February  10  by  Professor 
H.  W.  Wiley,  chief  of  the  Division  of  Chemistry  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  before  the  Society  of  Medical 
Jurisprudence.  Professor  Wiley  said  that  the  substitution 
of  cheap  for  pure  drugs  was  well  illustrated  in  the  revelations 
by  the  New  York  Department  of  Health  of  the  adulteration 
of  phenacetin.  He  said  that  the  acetanilide  which  is  sub- 
stituted for  phenacetin  was  not  only  a  cheaper  drug,  but  a 
far  more  poisonous  one.  Professor  Wiley  said  that  the 
formula  of  a  patent  medicine  ought  to  be  on  the  label  of 
the  bottle.  He  spoke  of  arsenic  in  black  stockings,  wall- 
paper, and  glycerin.  The  speaker  urged  federal,  state,  and 
municipal  control  to  prevent  adulterations. 

American  Perfumers'  Association. — At  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Manufacturing  Perfumers'  Association,  to 
which  reference  was  made  in  our  last  issue,  many  matters 
of  trade-interest  were  discussed  during  the  two  days' session. 
The  report  of  the  secretary  showed  an  increase  of  fifteen 
members  during  the  year,  the  total  being  fifty-nine  active  and 
fifty-five  associate.  President  Davis  in  the  course  of  his 
address  stated  that  reports  had  Come  in  from  all  sections 
of  the  country  announcing  increased  sales  and  profitable 
business.  After  reference  to  the  work  of  the  various 
Committees,  he  mentioned  having  addressed  a  letter  to  all 
manufacturers  asking  for  their  views  on  the  present  conditions 
of  the  perfume  industry.  He  had  received  numerous  and 
varied  replies,  and  the  most  important  of  them  were  read. 
The  report  of  the  executive  board  was  submitted ;  one  of  the 
matters  dealt  with  was  that  which  related  to  the  giving  of 
formula?  to  various  persons  to  induce  them  to  engage  in  the 
manufacture  of  perfumery.  Considerable  work  was  done  in 
connection  with  the  committee  on  importations  and  under- 
valuations of  foreign  goods,  the  nature  of  which  it  was 
deemed  wise  not  to  disclose.  Reference  was  made  in  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Legislation  to  the  Joy  Bill  and 
the  Lovering  drawback  measure  now  before  Congress.  The 
reports  of  the  special  committees  were  afterwards  ex- 
haustively considered.  Albert  Plant  said  the  tendency  of  the 
times  was   toward  the  prepayment  of  freight,  and  con- 

,  sequently  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  Association  should  not 
try  to  stop  the  practice,  but  rather  regulate  it.  After  further 
discussion  President  Davis's  report,  wherein  he  told  of  the 
freight  prepayment  evils,  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Board,  with  the  request  that  particular  attention  be  given  to 
the  freight  situation.    By  vote,  the  Association  endorsed  the 

I  Joy  Bill  and  the  Lovering  drawback  measure.  Chairman 
Lorenz  of  the  Committee  on  Trade  Interests  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  Association  should  take  steps  to  minimise 
the  prejudice  existing  among  consumers  in  favour  of  foreign 
goods,  and  against  domestic-made  perfumes.  It  was  voted 
that  a  circular  letter  be  sent  retailers  pointing  out  the 
advantages  accruing  from  handling  domestic  perfumes.  .  The 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected. 
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South  Hfrican  IKlewa. 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Note.— The  Chemist  and  Druootst  is  regularly  supplied  by  order  to  all 
■the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  iu  British  South  Africa, 
viz. : — 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Oape  Colony. 
^*tm.  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 


Personal. — Mr.  Murrell  Barlow  (son  of  Mr.  W.  E.  Barlow, 
representative  in  South  Africa  of  Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Bur- 
bidges  &Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  Loudon),  who  matriculated 
-and  passed  the  Colonial  Civil  Service  here  in  two  years,  has 
•now  been  successful  in  his  law-examination  He  is  in  the 
Attorney-General's  office  at  Cape  Town. 

Natal  Notes. — Our  Durban  correspondent,  writing  on 
Jatfuary  31,  says  :  Mr.  Morris  Stranack,  son  of  Mr. 
Stranack,  of  the  well-known  Durban  firm  of  Stranack  & 
Williams,  chemists,  has  been  admitted  to  practise  as  a  che- 
mist and  druggist  in  Natal.  Mr.  Stranack,  jun.,  has  just 
come  out,  having  passed  his  Minor  examination  at  Blooms- 
roury  Square,  after  about  twelve  months'  study  at  the  historic 
school. — The  three  Europeans  who  were  attacked  with  plague 
are  recovering  ;  one  native  and  two  Indians  have  died.  A 
fscare  has  taken  place  amongst  the  natives,  and  about  seven 
Thousand  "boys"  have  left  Durban  for  their  kraals.  For  a 
few  days  the  Railway  Department  was  severely  taxed  to  pro- 
vide accommodation,  natives  even  paying  second-class  fares 
to  get  away.  Unfortunately,  several  of  the  "  boys "  have 
since  died  at  their  kraals,  so  that  the  disease  is  being  carried 
into  the  country,  although  it  is  expected  to  die  out  there 
-without  trouble,  as  the  natives  are  wide-awake  enough  not 
to  go  near  an  infected  kraal.  Chemists  have  had  a  very  busy 
■time  supplying  disinfectants — Calvert's,  Jeyes',  Quibell's, 
Condy's,  and  others. — Mr.  William  C.  Fitzgerald,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  Wellington,  N.Z.,  is  at  present  on  a  visit 
-to  Durban.  After  a  visit  to  England  he  intends  to  settle  in 
■South  Africa. — Mr.  W.  T.  Skinner  has  been  licensed,  to 
.practise  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  in  Natal. 

O.R.C.  Imports  and  Exports. — The  imports  of  goods 
duto  the  Orange  River  Colony  during  the  quarter  ended 
September  30,  1902,  from  the  Cape  Colony,  Natal, .  and 
jBasutoland  respectively,  included  tbe  following  (value  in 
•£  sterling) :  — 


Imports 

Cape 
Colony 

Natal 

Basuto- 
land 

Acetic  acid   

Drugs  and  chemicals  ... 
Extracts  and  essences  ... 
Medicinal  preparations... 

Kaffir  ochre  "  ... 
-Oils  (essential  and  perfumed) ... 

„  (all  other  descriptions)  ... 
Perfumery  and  toilet  articles  ... 

'Spices   

Spirits  (imported)   

„     (manufactured  in  Cape  ) 
Colony           ...  J 
Vinegar    ...  ...   


33 
5,603 
354 
2,785 

90 

10 
1,298 
529 

78 
8,225 

3,423 

63 


760 
151 
600 
23 

417 
511 
80 
1,452 


43 


1 

2 
1 

6 
1 

12 


Compared  with  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1901,  "  drugs 
and  chemicals  "  from  the  Cape  Colony  were  nearly  doubled, 
while  from  Natal  there  came  about  one-third  more;  but 
"  medicinal  preparations  "  from  Natal  was  nearly  five  times 
■the  value  of  the  previous  year,  while  the  values  from  the  Cape 
•Colony  remained  nearly  th3  same.    Luxuries,  such  as  toilet- 
articles  and  perfumery,  jumped  from  160-/.  in  1901  to  529/. 
ran  1902  from  the  Cape,  and  from  87/.  to  511/.  from  Natal. 
'  The  exports  from  the  Colony  during  the  same  period  included 
11.  worth  of  "  medicinal  preparations  "  to  Basutoland. 


Mr.  H.  Fowler,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened  a 
business  in  Bath  Street,  Frome. 

Mr.  Arthur  Deck,  Ph.Ch ,  has  retired  from  the  long- 
established  business  on  King's  Parade,  Cambridge,  in  favour 
of  his  son,  Mr.  A.  Albert  Deck,  M.P.S. 

The  old-established  business  of  Messrs.  Judd  &  Price,  at 
68  The  Parade,  Leamington  Spa,  has  been  purchased  by  Mr. 
J.  E.  Whitaker,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Mr.  T.  F.  Thorpe,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of 
Earls  Barton,  has  purchased  the  business  at  Woodstock, 
which  belonged  to  the  late  Mr.  Gudgen. 

Mr.  Thos.  Hogg,  Bideford,  has  removed  his  old-established 
pharmacy  opposite  the  bridge  to  new  quarters  in  High 
Street.  Messrs.  Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay  (Limited),  of 
Birmingham,  did  the  shop-fitting. 

Messrs.  L.  J.  Wells  &  Co.,  who  have  carried  on  business 
as  wholesale  chemists  and  druggists  for  some  time,  at  7  and 
8  Union  Yard,  Bradford,  are  giving  up  the  business,  and 
have  had  their  stock  and  fixtures  sold  by  auction.  At  the 
same  sale  Messrs.  Brooke,  Parker  &  Co.,  wholesale  chemists 
and  druggists,  of  Feversham  Street,  Bradford,  disposed  of 
such  of  their  stock  as  was  salved  from  the  recent  extensive 
fire  upon  their  premises. 


lperaonaltttes. 


Mr.  Frederick  Cooper,  chemist,  Aldeburgh,  has  been 
elected  an  auditor  for  the  borough. 

Mr.  Alfred  Salinger  has  returned  from  South  Africa, 
where  he  has  been  doing  good  business  for  the  Vinolia 
Company  (Limited). 

Mr.  John  Morgan  Richards,  who  for  the  greater  part 
of  this  year  has  been  unable  to  come  into  the  City  on 
business,  has  now  recovered  from  his  illness. 

Mr.  F.  Harwood  Lescher  is  a  member  of  the  band  of 
English  pilgrims  now  present  in  Rome  on  the  occasion  of  the 
Papal  Jubilee.  The  party  includes  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  and 
other  members  of  the  aristocracy. 

Mr.  Fred  Child,  formerly  representing  Messrs.  Burgoyne, 
Burbidges  &  Co.,  Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay,  and  John 
Richardson  &  Co.,  has  secured  an  interest  in  the  firm  of 
Manners  &  Hopkinson,  66  Southwark  Bridge  Road,  S.E. 

Mr.  Alderman  T.  C.  Lamb,  chemist  and  druggist,  as 
Mayor  of  Chatham,  gave  a  reception  and  dance  at  the  Town 
Hall  on  Tuesday  night.  The  guests  numbered  upwards  of 
600.  The  Mayoress  (Mrs.  Lamb)  assisted  his  Worship  in 
receiving  and  entertaining  the  guests. 

Mr.  Chas.  H.  Turver,  the  new  President  of  the  Black- 
pool Chemists'  Association,  has  had  extensive  experience  in 
administrative  work,  being  a  member  of  several  municipal 
and  other  committees,  President  of  another  important  local 
association,  and  Treasurer  of  the  local  R.N.  Lifeboat  Trust. 

Mr.  Ernest  A.  Umney,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  Wright, 
Layman  &  Umney  (Limited),  has  started  on  a  pleasure  trip 
round  the  world  for  his  health's  sake.  When  he  reaches 
Japan  Mr.  Umney  will  continue  his  trip  rid  Vancouver  and 
the  G.P.R.  to  the  eastern  seaboard  of  North  America,  and  so 
home. 

The  official  cancelling  of  the  presentation  of  Lady 
Granville  Gordon  to  Queen  Victoria  at  the  Drawing-Room 
held  on  March  13,  1891,  recalls  to  the  Daily  Express  the 
last  incident  of  the  kind  five  years  ago.  In  that  case  Mrs. 
Crossley  was  the  lady  singled  out  for  this  mark  of  Royal 
displeasure.  "  She  was  presented  at  Court,  but  not  long 
afterwards  the  presentation  was  officially  cancelled.  She 
and  her  husband  left  London,  and  in  Paris  she  went  into 
business  as  Blanche  Leigh,  selling  the  cosmetics  of  Marie 
Antoinette  to  those  who  wanted  to  improve  their  com- 
plexion. A  big  business  was  built  up,  but  it  collapsed 
a  little  while  ago." 
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{From  out  Parliamentary  liepreseritative.") 


The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Representatives  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  have  been 
lobbying  this  week.  Several  members  have  been  interviewed, 
with  the  object  of  getting  their  support  to  the  measure,  and 
to  get  advice  as  to  what  steps  should  be  taken  in  regard  to 
the  Bill. 

The  Tuberculosis  Report. 

Mr.  Long  is  still  unable  to  give  any  indication  as  to  the 
date  of  the  publication  of  the  report  of  the  Commission  on 
Tuberculosis.    The  experimental  work  is  causing  the  delay. 

A  Vaccination  Bill. 

Mr.  Channing  has  made  himself  responsible  for  a  Bill  to 
provide  that  no  prosecution  under  the  Vaccination  Acts 
shall  be  commenced  without  the  authority  of  the  guardians. 
A  similar  measure  was  introduced  last  Session  by  Mr. 
Broadhurst. 

The  Vaccination  Act. 

Mr.  Chaplin's  Vaccination  Act  passed  in  1898  comes  to  an 
end  this  year.  It  may  be  continued  by  the  simple  expedient 
of  including  it  in  the  Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill,  or 
the  Government  may  introduce  a  new  Bill  reversing  or 
modifying  the  policy  of  1898.  There  is  a  feeling  in  the 
House  in  favour  of  doing  away  with  the  "  conscientious- 
objector"  clause  and  returning  to  compulsion,  and  apparently 
an  inkling  of  this  has  got  abroad,  for  I  observe  that  petitions 
are  coming  in  "  against  an  alteration  of  the  law  without  an 
inquiry  by  a  Select  Committee." 

Medical  Officers'  Grievances. 

A  Bill  has  been  introduced  by  Sir  Francis  Powell  to 
amend  the  law  relating  to  the  qualification  and  tenure  of 
medical  officers  of  health  and  inspectors,  and  to  make 
further  provision  relating  to  superannuation  allowances.  It 
has  the  support  of  the  medical  members. 

The  Shop-hours  Controversy. 

Two  Bills  have  been  read  a  first  time,  dealing  with  the 
limitation  of  shop  hours  and  with  kindred  subjects.  Lord 
Ribblesdale  has  made  himself  responsible  for  one  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  Sir  Charles  Dilke  for  the  other  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  We  shall  hear  more  about  these  soon. 
Sir  Charles  Dilke's  Bill  is  down  for  second  reading  on 
March  6,  but  it  will  not  be  taken  on  that  day,  as  three  Bills 
stand  in  front  of  it. 

Mr.  Price  has  put  down  a  resolution  for  March  4  about  the 
shop-hours  question.  He  wants  the  House  to  express  the 
opinion  that  "the  unnecessarily  long  hours  of  labour  in 
shops  are  injurious  to  the  health  and  well-being  of  all  con- 
cerned ;  that  it  is  desirable  that  borough  and  district 
councils  should  be  authorised  to  obtain  provisional  orders 
making  such  regulations  in  respect  to  the  closing  of  shops 
and  the  limitations  of  the  hours  of  labour  of  shop-workers  as 
may  seem  to  them  to  be  necessary  for  the  areas  under  their 
jurisdiction,  thus  effectively  carrying  out  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  on  early 
closing  of  shops."  The  resolution  cannot,  however,  be 
reached  on  that  date,  as  an  important  motion  about  trades 
unions  and  law  has  precedence.  In  any  event  it  would  be 
ruled  out  of  order  in  view  of  the  appearance  on  the  paper  of 
Sir  Charles  Dilke  s  Bill.  No  resolution  can  be  moved  on  a 
subject  in  regard  to  which  legislation  has  passed  the  first- 
reading  stage.  I  may  point  out,  however,  that  the  proposal 
contained  in  the  resolution  is  precisely  that  embodied  in  the 
second  Bill  introduced  last  Session  by  Lord  Avebury,  its 
special  feature  being  the  provisional-order  procedure.  Lord 
Ribblesdale's  Bill,  which  is  down  for  second  reading  in  the 
Lords  on  Tuesday,  is  almost  identical  with  Lord  Avebury's 
scheme,  and  an  interesting  debate  is  probable.  Sir  Charles 
Dilke's  Bill,  on  the  other  hand,  does  not  mention  provisional 
orders  at  all.  "The  local  authority,"  it  states,  "shall fix  the 
closing  hours  for  each  day  in  the  week,  in  accordance  with 
this  Act,  as  far  as  concerns  the  shops  within  their  area.  The 
local  authority  shall  publish  their  determination  in  such 


manner  as  they  think  fit,  and  a  certificate  purporting  to  he- 
signed  by  the  clerk  of  the  local  authority  shall  be  evidence 
of  the  closing  hour  fixed  for  any  day."  Shops  for  the  sale- 
of  medicines  or  medical  or  surgical  appliances  are  excluded; 
from  this  provision. 

Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill. 

In  the  House  of  Lords  on  February  20,  Earl  Grey  asked 
whether  it  was  the  intention  of  his  Majesty's  Government  to- 
reint' oduce  at  an  early  date,  with  the  view  of  its  becoming 
law  before  the  end  of  the  current  Session,  the  Prevention  of 
Corruption  Bill.  He  declared  that  the  practice  of  giving 
secret  commissions  was  nothing  short  of  a  cwicer  which  was- 
attacking  the  vitals  of  commerce.  Lord  Alverstone  joined! 
in  this  appeal,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  replied  by  intro- 
ducing the  Bill,  remarking,  however,  that,  in  the  present) 
congested  stated  of  the  House  of  Commons'  business.  i  here 
was  great  difficulty  in  getting  a  Bill  of  a  neutral  character 
passed.    The  Bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

Proposed  Amendments  of  Medical  Acts. 

Sir  John  Batty  Tuke  and  General  Laurie  are  responsible 
between  them  for  three  Bills  to  amend  the  Medical  Act* 
from  1858  to  1886.  General  Laurie's  proposals  are  "old- 
stagers"  that  need  not  be  considered,  because  they  have  no 
chance  of  being  reached  this  Session.  Their  object  is  to 
facilitate  the  recognition  in  this  country  of  colonial  prac- 
titioners. I  believe  Canada  is  chiefly  interested.  Sir  John 
Batty  Tuke's  Bill  was  framed  some  years  ago  by  the  Genera} 
Medical  Council.  The  three  principal  proposals  are  (1)  that 
the  General  Medical  Council,  in  punishing  registered  prac- 
titioners who  have  been  found  guilty  of  misconduct,  should 
have  the  power  of  limiting  the  period  of  removal  from  the 
register  ;  (2)  that  the  medical  licensing  authorities  through- 
out the  country  should  be  enabled  to  withdraw  their  qualifi- 
cations from  men  who  have  been  removed  from  the  register  ; 
and  (3)  that  the  penalties  recovered  under  the  Medical  Acts 
should  go  to  the  funds  of  the  General  Medical  Council.  The 
place  which  this  Bill  has  secured  on  the  order  paper  does 
not  give  promise  of  much  progress. 

An  Income-tax  Question. 
Some  misguided  individuals  cherish  the  delusion  that  if 
they  tear  up  the  income-tax  return  when  it  is  sent  to  them 
they  will  escape  payment.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  just  caused  it  to  be  known  that  if  the  district  com- 
missioners are  not  satisfied  with  the  return  rendered  by  any 
person  for  purposes  of  assessment  to  income  tax  (whether 
certified  by  an  independent  accountant  or  not),  they  have 
power,  under  Section  113  of  the  Income  Tax  Act  of  1842,  to 
make  an  assessment  according  to  their  own  judgment,  sub- 
ject to  an  appeal.  On  appeal,  the  commissioners  are  autho- 
rised by  Section  120  of  the  same  Act  to  require  at  their 
discretion  any  particulars  or  accounts  which  they  may  deem 
necessary. 

No  Reduction  in  Parcel-postage. 
Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  has  put  an  end  to  the  agitation 
for  a  reduction  in  parcel-postage  in  favour  of  agricultural 
produce  by  stating  that  he  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
if  any  reduction  were  made  in  the  rates  on  parcels  it  would 
be  unfair  to  restrict  it  to  such  produce,  and  at  the  present 
time  he  is  unable  to  recommeul  a  general  reduction. 

Fraudulent  Bankruptcy. 

Sir  Thomas  Dewar,  who  has  been  conspicuous  during  the 
week  on  account  of  his  persistent  questioning  on  the  reduc- 
tion of  licences  throughout  the  country,  changed  his  subject 
the  other  day,  and  asked  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trader 
to  introduce  a  Bill  dealing  with  persons  guilty  of  fraudulent 
bankruptcy. 


In  Lord  William  Neville's  book,  "Penal  Servitude,"  a  story  is 
related  of  the  medical  man  :— "  One  day  when  visiting  one  of  the 
association  wards  in  the  prison  infirmary  he  remarked  to  a  mau 
who  was  very  ill,  '  Well,  my  man,  I  think  you  are  bettah  this 
morning.'  The  patient,  on  the  contrary,  said  lie  did  not  feel  so 
well.  To  this  the  doctor  replied,  '  My  good  man,  when  I  say  you 
are  bettah,  you  are  bettah.'  The. result  showed  that  the  man  « 
more  correct  than  the  doctor, for  he  died  the  same  day,  "though,, 
says  Lord  William,  "  that  may  have  been  only  to  spite  him." 
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Winter  Session. 

Royal  Institution. 

The  Friday  evening;  discourse  on  February  20  was  by 
Principal  E.  H.  Griffiths  on 

The  Measurement  of  Energy. 

Sir  Frederick  Bramwell  occupied  the  chair.  Dr.  Griffiths 
said  the  nineteenth  century  will  be  noticeable  to  philosophers 
of  the  future  for  the  two  doctrines,  conservation  of  energy 
and  evolution.  The  former  is  the  more  important  to  the 
physicist,  and  as  chemistry  had  its  beginnings  in  the  search 
for  the  philosopher's  stone,  so  the  doctrine  of  the  conserva- 
tion of  energy  has  arisen  from  the  efforts  to  secure  perpetual 
motion.  The  theory  and  practice  of  perpetual  motion  would 
more  nearly  coincide  but  for  the  existence  of  friction.  The 
heat  of  friction  and  the  discovery  that  heat  is  a  means  of 
motion  were  the  missing  links  that  led  up  to  the  doctrine  of 
conservation  of  energy.  A  series  of  experiments  with  a 
■rotating  flywheel  was  shown  to  illustrate  the  fact  that 
energy  cannot  be  created  or  dissipated,  and  the  transforma- 
tion of  kinetic  into  potential  energy.  The  conversion  of 
energy  into  light  was  shown  by  connecting  the  wheel  with 
the  armature  of  a  dynamo,  and  lighting  electric  lamps.  The 
latter  part  of  the  discourse  was  taken  up  with  a  description 
of  some  of  the  difficulties  which  arose  in  determining  the 
mechanical  equivalent  of  heat.  Each  reading  of  the  mercury 
thermometer  involves  operations  occupying  two  months,  so 
many  factors  have  to  be  considered,  "and  yet,"  Dr.  Griffiths 
said,  "  I  was  this  afternoon  shown  an  order  from  the  Trans- 
vaal for  twelve  dozen  absolutely  standard  thermometers  at 
35.*.  a  dozen."  Professor  Callendar  showed  his  apparatus 
ior  determining  the  mechanical  equivalent,  and  it  was  men- 
tioned that  the  determination  of  this  constant  by  the 
electrical  method  gives  a  higher  result  than  by  mechanical 
method.  By  the  latter  method  the  e.m.f.  of  a  Clarke's  cell 
is  lower  by  1  in  1,000. 

The  library  exhibits  included  apparatus  by  Messrs.  F. 
Darton  &  Co.,  St.  John  Street,  E.C.,  and  the  Dowsing  Radiant 
Heat  Company  (Limited). 


Chemical  Society. 

Part  of  our  report  of  the  business  of  the  meeting  on 
February  18  was  given  in  our  last  issue  We  have  now  to 
add  that  a  letter  was  read  from  the  English  Committee 
of  the 

Conference  of  Applied  Chemistry, 

to  be  held  next  summer  in  Berlin,  asking  Fellows  who 
intend  to  be  present  to  send  in  their  names  to  the  Secretary. 
The  papers  read  at  the  meeting  were  of  little  interest  from 
a  pharmaceutical  point  of  view ;  the  first  two,  which  were 
read  by  Dr.  Lander,  dealt  with  "The  Molecular  Rearrange- 
ment of  Nitrogen-substituted  Imino-ethers"  and  "The 
Nature  and  Probable  Mechanism  of  Metal  Replacement  in 
Tautomeric  Compounds "  respectively.  The  latter  gave  a 
critical  survey  of  the  theories  of  Wislicenus,  Michael, 
Hantzsch,  and  others  on  this  subject.  The  eighth  part  of  the 
research  on 

The  Chlorine  Derivatives  of  Pyridine, 

by  Messrs.  Sell  and  Dootson,  described  compounds  obtained 
by  the  interaction  of  2,  3,  4,  5  tetrachloropyridine  with  ethyl 
sodiomalonate,  by  which  means  it  is  possible  to  prepare  an 
interesting  series  of  chloronicotinic  acids.  The  last 
paper,  on 

The  Biological  Resolution  of  Externally 
Compensated  Acids, 

was  by  Drs.  McKenzie  and  Harden,  and  gave  the  results 
of  a  systematic  examination  of  the  action  of  moulds  on  the 
"  racemic  "  forms  of  lactic,  tartaric,  and  similar  acids. .  It 
appears  that  the  common  view  that  only  one  of  the  optically 
active  constituents  of  such  compounds  is  destroyed  by  the 
fungus  is  inaccurate,  and  that  both  constituents  are 
destroyed,  but  at  different  rates,  the  "  dextro "  form  dis- 
appearing more  rapidly  than  the  "  lasvo  "  acid.    The  authors 


take  the  view  that  a  molecular  compound  is  formed,  pro- 
bably between  an  enzyme  secreted  by  the  fungus  and  the 
substance  undergoing  resolution,  and  that  the  decomposition 
of  this  unstable  combination  constitutes  what  is  usually 
called  the  fermentation,  a  view  to  which  expression  has 
already  been  given  by  E.  Fischer  in  Germany  and  Professor 
Adrian  Brown  in  this  country.  A  partially  successful 
attempt  was  made  to  isolate  the  oxydase  of  Penicillium  ■ 
glauoum  by  the  method  which  Buchner  employed  in  the 
preparation  of  zymase  from  yeast. 

London  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  of  this 
Association  was  held  at  the  Holborn  Viaduct  Hotel  on 
February  25.  Mr.  Albert  Cooper,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, presided,  and  there  were  present  Messrs.  Campbell, 
Willson,  Pentney,  R.  H.  Jones,  Glyn-Jones,  Watson  Will, 
Truman,  Betty,  Burton,  Clarke,  Pond,  and  Pellevv. 

The  Gravesend  Meeting. 

Mr.  R.  Feaver  Clarke  said  that  before  the  proceedings 
commenced  he  wished,  on  behalf  of  his  colleagues  at 
Gravesend,  to  thank  the  Association  for  the  assistance  it 
had  rendered  in  arranging  the  recent  meeting  of  the 
chemists  of  Gravesend  and  adjoining  towns.  He  wished 
particularly  to  thank  Mr.  R.  H.  Jones  for  the  valuable  help 
he  had  given  personally.  He  thought  the  meeting  would 
have  good  results,  and  they  would  never  forget  that  they 
received  their  first  help  from  the  L.C.A. 

Regulating  the  Branches. 

The  Secretary  having  read  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting,  Mr.  P.  H.  Burton  said  he  thought  something  ought 
to  be  done  to  define  the  financial  relations  between  the 
branch  associations  and  the  central  body.  This  matter 
ought  to  be  put  upon  a  firm  basis.  At  present  the  matter 
was  in  a  chaotic  condition.  The  branches  did  not  know 
what  to  spend,  or  what  to  do  with  subscriptions  collected 
within  their  boundaries.  He  proposed  the  following  rules  ; 
they  were  a  rough  draft,  and  perhaps  some  one  could  suggest 
something  better: — 

All  subscriptions  collected  by  a  local  secretary  in  his  district 
shall  be  apportioned  as  follows  : — 

One-half  to  be  remitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Association  at 
such  times  as  shall  be  found  necessary,  at  least  quarterly,  the 
remaining  half  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  the  local  branch. 
Any  balance  or  portion  of  such  that  remains  in  the  hands  of  the 
local  committee  shall  be  remitted  from  time  to  time. 

That  subscriptions  for  such  district,  remitted  direct  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Association,  shall  remain  in  his  hands  provided 
that,  should  it  be  deemed  necessary  by  the  G.P.C.,  they  may,  at 
any  time,  remit  not  more  than  half  of  such  subscriptions  for  local 
expenses. 

That  at  each  meeting  of  the  local  committee  the  amount  of 
credit  and  debit  account  and  balance  (as  per  cash-book)  remaining 
in  the  hands  of  the  local  Secretary  shall  be  entered  on  the 
minutes. 

Mr.  S.  P.  Pond,  seconded  the  resolutions,  and  after  some 
discussion  Mr.  Feaver  Clarke  moved  as  an  amendment : — 

That  all  the  subscriptions  be  remitted  to  the  central  Associa- 
tion, and  that  the  central  Association  piy  the  expenses  of  the 
local  branches. 

Ultimately  Mr.  Burton  withdrew  his  resolutions,  and  a 
motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  as  follows,  was 
accepted : — 

That  the  local  branches  remit  half  of  the  subscriptions  collected 
to  the  C.A.,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  any  balance  left,  after 
paying  expenses,  be  also  remitted  to  the  central  Association. 

A  Richmond  Meeting. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Jones  intimated  that  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Palmer,  Twickenham,  suggesting  that  the  L.C.A. 
should  call  a  meeting  of  the  chemists  of  Richmond  and 
district,  with  a  view  of  forming  a  local  chemists'  association. 
After  a  short  discussion,  it  was  decided  to  arrange  a  meeting 
at  an  early  date. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Jones  stated  that  Mr.  F.  E.  Bustard  had  resigned 
his  membership  of  the  G.P.C.  and  the  Association.  It  was 
decided  to  accept  the  resignation,  and  that  the  vacancy  on 
the  committee  should  be  left  open  until  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Canvassing  the  Association. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Jones  said  a  letter  had  been  received  from  Mr. 
C.  E.  Pickering  and  from  Mr.  Walshaw,  Huddersfield — both 
candidates  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  election — re- 
questing: that  their  views  should  be  put  before  the  Associa- 
tion. He  suggested  that  members  of  the  Association  should 
learn  the  views  of  these  two  gentlemen  in  the  ordinary  way 
through  the  pharmaceutical  Press. 

It  was  decided  to  let  the  letters  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  P.A.T.A.  Convention. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Jones  said  the  P.A.T.A.  Secretary  had  written 
with  reference  to  Mr.  Fisher's  letter  to  the  P.A.T.A.  Con- 
vention, and  hoping  that  the  L.C.A.  would  make  an  effort  to 
give  effect  to  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  Convention.  Mr. 
Burton  was  in  favour  of  sending  a  petition  amongst  the 
members  to  get  signatures.  Mr.  Betty  thought  it  would 
take  up  a  lot  of  time,  and  suggested  a  deputation  to  wait 
upon  manufacturers.  Mr.  Pentney  favoured  the  deputation, 
which  would  "  put  it  straight  "  to  proprietors  ;  no  begging 
for  him,  he  said.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said  the  idea  was  to 
show  manufacturers  that  the  bulk  of  the  trade  were  anxious 
to  be  protected. 

Mr.  Pentney  moved — 

That  the  Secretary  be  empowered  to  write  to  well-known  pro- 
prietors asking  them  to  receive  a  deputation. 

If  the  proprietors  wanted  signatures,  he  added,  they  would 
get  them. 

■  This  resolution  was  carried,  and  Messrs.  Cooper,  Betty, 
Pentney,  and  Willson  were  chosen  to  form  the  deputation. 

The  Poisons  Committee. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Jones  then  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pickering 
proposing — 

That  the  Parliamentary  Committee  take  immediate  steps  to 
interview  members  of  Parliament  on  the  existing  anomalies  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  and  the  protection  of  the  public  safety  with 
regard  to  the  recommendations  and  proposals  of  the  Poisons 
Committee. 

Mr.  Pentney  moved,  as  an  amendment — 

That  the  Parliamentary  Committee  be  a  deputation  to  the 
Pharmacnutical  Council,  after  the  next  mseting  of  the  Council,  to 
confer  with  them  as  to  the  advisability  of  the  Association  sending 
a  circular  to  members  of  Parliament. 

The  Association  was  not  the  throne,  he  said,  but  it  wished 
to  be  the  power  behind  the  throne,  and  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Council,  he  thought,  would  welcome  their  assistance. 
He  had  been  looked  upon  as  being  much  against  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  ;  this  was  not  so,  he  only  wished  to  put 
a  little  more  activity  into  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  and 
he  hoped  he  had  been  able  to  do  some  good.  He  was 
astonished  to  see  that  Professor  Tilden  had  signed  tha  report. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  moved  •'  That  the  resolution  be  remitted 
to  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  without  any  instructions 
from  the  G.P.C."  They  might  receive  instructions  from  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  how  to  act. 

Mr.  Clarke  supported  this,  and  it  was  carried. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  Secretary  should  write  to  the 
P.A.T.A.  Secretary  with  respect  to  labelling  P.A.T.A.  goods. 
This  closed  the  public  business. 


West  Ham  (North)  Chemists'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  179  Earlham  Grove,  Forest  Gate,  on 
Thursday,  February  19,  it  was  decided  to  form  an  association 
with  the  above  title.  The  idea  was  taken  up  with  a  good 
deal  of  enthusiasm,  and  the  Association  bids  well  to  develop 
into  a  flourishing  organisation.  Among  those  present  at  the 
meeting  were  Messrs.  Mitchell,  Forbes,  Eastman,  Soper, 
White,  Hider,  Skeates,  and  Gwinn. 

Mr.  Harold  Mitchell  was  elected  President,  and  Mr.  F. 
Walter  Gwinn,  Hon.  Secretary.  The  latter  (143  Cann  Hall 
Road,  Leytonstone)  will  be  pleased  to  receive  names  and 
addresses  of  chemists  who  wish  to  join  the  Association. 


Public  Dispensers'  Association. 

An  audience  of  about  sixty  ladies  and  gentlemen  foregathered 
in  the  compact  little  lecture-theatre  of  the  St.  Bride's 
Institute  in  Bride  Lane,  Ludgate  Circus,  E.C.,  on  February 


25,  when  Mr.  Watson  Baker  gave  an  a-- ray  lecture  and 
demonstration  under  the  auspices  of  this  Association.  The 
President  of  the  Association  (Mr.  W.  Duff),  in  introducing 
the  lecturer,  referred  sympathetically  to  the  illness  of  Mr. 
Charles  Spencer,  one  of  their  members,  who  is  still  under 
treatment  for  a  nervous  disorder  in  a  London  hospital.  In 
his  lecture  Mr. 1  Watson  Baker'  explained  the  origin  and 
importance  of  the  rays  in  surgery  and  therapeutics,  dwelling 
particularly  on  the  beneficial  effects  resulting  from  use  bf 
currents  of  high  frequency.  The  latter  treatment,  which  is 
becoming  more  popular,  is,  he  said,  achieving  excellent 
results.  In  diseases  arising  from  feeble  nutrition,  in  rheu- 
matism, lumbago,  sciatica,  and  particularly  in  eczema  and 
psoriasis,  much  success  has  been  achieved.  He  illustrated 
the  various  methods — mono-polar,  bi-polar,  auto-induction, 
and  auto-condensation — and  prophesied  a  future  for  this 
branch  of  therapeutics.  He  concluded  with  practical 
demonstrations  of  jj-ray  work,  and  '  answered  many  inter- 
rogatories regarding  the  working  and  application. 


Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society 
of  Ireland. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  in  Belfast  on 
February  18.  Mr.  Win.  Lyttle  presided,  in  the  unavoidable 
absence  of  Sir  James  Haslett,  M.P.  Mr.  W.  J.  Rankin  (Hon. 
Secretary)  submitted  the  report  of  the  Committee  and 
Treasurers'  statement.  The  report  showed  that  increased 
interest  has  been  taken  by  the  members,  and  that  sixteen 
new  members  and  associates  have  been  added  -to  the  roll 
during  the  year.  It  was  recorded  that  two  members  have 
died  during  the  year — Mr.  Jno.  Campbell  and  Mr.  Jno. 
Beattie.  Reference  was  made  to  the  social  meetings  and 
the  work  of  the  sub-committee  appointed  to  deal  with 
the  prices  of  patent  and  proprietary  articles,  and  finally 
an  appeal  was  made  to  members  to  grant  opportunities 
to  their  employes  to  attend  the  classes  now  being  con- 
ducted under  the  auspices  of  the  municipal  technical 
authorities.  The  financial  statement  showed  a  balance  in 
hand  at  the  end  of  1902  of  251.  14s.  9rl.  Both  reports  were 
adopted.  The  office-bearers  for  the  ensuing  year  were 
elected  as  follows :  President — Sir  James  H.  Haslett,  M.P. ; 
Vice-Presidents — Messrs.  Thomas  McMullan,  Wm  Doig, 
Wm.  Jamison,  John  Watson,  J.  McClement,  J.P.,  and  H.  C. 
Backhouse ;  Committee — Messrs.  Samuel  Acheson,  James- 
Brown,  W.  J.  Busby,  Jas.  D.  Carse,  R.  Cambridge,  J.  Frackel- 
ton,  W.  J.  Gibson,  James  Gillespie,  A.  R.  Hogg,  S.  Hill,  R.  A. 
Jamison,  S.  E.  Ker,  W.  Lyttle,  J.  McCondey,  S.  McDowell, 
T.  W.  Reynolds,  J.  Richardson,  J.  H.  Shaw,  S.  Suffern,  John 
Tosh,  and  Jacob  Walsh.  The  passing  of  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  outgoing  officers  and  the  Chairman  concluded  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Mr.  J.  Coole  Kneale,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S ,  lecturer  on 
materia  medica  and  pharmacy  at  Birmingham  University, 
lectured  to  the  members  of  this  Association  on  February  19 
at  the  University  on  the  subject  of  the 

Ancient  and  Modern  Treatment  of  Disease. 

Mr.  G.  E.  Perry,  the  President,  was  in  the  chair.  Dr. 
Kneale,  himself  an  old  Birmingham  pharmacist,  prefaced 
what  proved  to  be  a  highly  interesting  lecture  with  a  few 
observations  on  pharmacy  generally.  It  is  a  branch  of 
medical  work  which,  he  declared,  had  been  badly  treated. 
The  cause  probably  is  that  until  comparatively  recent  years 
the  pharmacist  was  not  the  educated  man  he  is  to-day,  and 
in  many  cases  high  ideals  have  been  sunk  in  the  sea  of 
"cuttirg"  and  commercial  quackery.  In  later  days  there 
has  developed  a  professional  side  to  the  grand  calling  of 
the  pharmacist.  The  fields  of  modern  research  are  open  to 
the  earnest  workers,  and  the  lecturer  expressed  the  belief 
that  at  no  far  distant  date  the  professional  will  dissociate 
itself  from  the  commercial  as  effectually  as  the  surgeons  of 
old  left  the  barbers  and  bathers  in  order  that  they,  even  at 
great  sacrifice,  might  establish  a  noble  art.  This,  it  might 
be  said,  is  Utopian,  but  the  trend  of  modern  thought  and 
work  is  opening  up  a  new  world  for  those  cultured  men  and 
women  whose  possession  of  scientific  knowledge  will  bs  re- 
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quired  to  assist  the  medical  profession  to  a  degree  undreamt 
of  at  present. 

Dr.  Kneale  then  went  on  to  sketch  the  development  of 
medicine  and  surgery,  and  their  application  to  disease  from 
the  days  prior  to  the  Christian  era  till  to-day.  In  the  course 
of  his  remarks  he  urged  that  medicine,  surgery,  and  phar- 
macy must  always  exist  in  close  relationship.  The  medical 
case  of  to-day  may  become  the  surgical  case  of  to-morrow, 
and  to  both  the  handmaiden  pharmacy  offers  her  valuable 
aid.  Modern  treatment  he  described  as  a  system  based 
upon  obedience  to  the  laws  of  nature,  associated  with  re- 
mains of  the  empiricism  of  the  past,  and  as  a  grand  super- 
structure the  knowledge  acquired  by  earnest  men  and 
women  working  under  conditions  which  were  never  possible 
■before.  But  old  superstitions  and  beliefs  died  hard,  as  is 
evidenced  from  the  opinions  expressed  by  customers  to  the 

.-pharmacist,  and  also  by  the  advertisements  of  those  who 

'traded  upon  the  credulity  of  the  public. 

Replying  to  a  vote  of  thanks — proposed  by  the  President, 
seconded  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Gerrard — Dr.  Kneale  expressed 
the  hope  that  the  Pharmacy  Bill  would  pass  into  law,  not 
only  for  the  sake  of  the  pharmacist,  but  for  the  protection 
of  the  public  and  for  the  credit  of  the  medical  men  who 

"benefited  by  his  work.  It  is  an  intense  annoyance,  he  said, 
to  a  medical  man,  after  ordering  a  certain  remedy,  to  find  on 
going  back  that  his  patient  is  no  better,  and  to  discover  that 
the  cause  is  that  the  medicine  has  not  been  properly  dis- 
pensed. Personally,  he  was  always  willing  to  trust  his  pre- 
scriptions to  the  hands  of  a  properly  qualified  chemist,  and 
he  thought  it  necessary  to  protect  the  public  against  them- 
selves even  by  Act  of  Parliament.  Turning  to  the  report  of 
the  Poisons  Committee,  Dr.  Kneale  said  it  was  most  un- 
fortunate that  the  ma  jority  should  recommend  any  relaxation 

•  in  the  sale  of  poisons.  The  public  did  not  seem  much 
concerned  ;  but  still,  it  was  a  matter  of  serious  importance 
to  the  public.  A  man  might  ask  why  should  he  not  get  his 
sheep-dip  or  arsenic  weed-killer  from  the  agriculturist,  or 
the  horticulturist,  or  the  drysalter.  But  against  that  man's 
convenience  they  must  put  the  public  safety.  In  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  week  after  week,  there  is  given  a 
list  of  deaths  from  poisoning.  He  contended  that  only 
properly  qualified  and  trained  people  should,  in  the  public 
interests,  be  allowed  to  sell  poisons,  and  he  hoped  chemists, 
members  of  Parliament,  and  the  public  generally  would 
^work  together  towards  this  end. 

The  Poison  Report. 

The  President  said  he  had  intended  to  call  attention  to 
-this  subject.  A  suggestion  in  the  Committee's  report  is  that 
certain  preparations  used  by  agriculturists  and  horticulturists 
should  be  allowed  to  be  sold  by  others  than  the  qualified 
chemist.  This  is  a  step  altogether  in  the  wrong  direction. 
Any  legislation  necessary  in  regard  to  poisons  ought  not,  he 
urged,  to  be  in  the  way  of  relaxing  the  present  restrictions, 
but  should  rather  tend  to  make  these  regulations  even  more 
-stringent.  (Hear,  hear.)  That  a  committee  could  be  found 
to  advocate  relaxation  in  the  already  not  too  strict  restric- 
tions, showed,  he  thought,  a  lamentable  lack  of  insight  into 
the  situation.  The  City  Coroner  (Mr.  Isaac  Bradley),  who 
-has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  cases  of  poisoning,  had  expressed 
himself  as  opposed  to  any  relaxation  in  the  present  con- 
ditions.   The  .speaker  said  he  was  pleased  that  Mr.  Walter 

■  Hills  had  presented  a  minority  report  against  any  relaxation. 

Mr.  C.  Thompson  expressed  his  agreement  with  the  obser- 
vations of  Dr.  Kneale  and  the  President.  The  experience  of 
coroners  and  of  chemists  all  went  to  show  that  the  restric- 
tions regarding  the  sale  of  poisons  should  be  made  more 
strict.  The  matter  would  have  to  be  taken  up  by  pharma- 
cists, and  he  suggested  that  the  opinion  of  every  coroner  in 
the  county  should  be  obtained.  He  was  convinced  nine- 
tenths  of  them  would  be  opposed  to  any  relaxation. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Gerrard  said  one  thing  was  very  certain — 
they  did  not  want  the  public  poisoned  by  Act  of  Parliament. 
Much  rather  would  they  see  still  further  restrictions  placed 
upon  the  sale  of  poisons,  which  ought  to  be  placed  in  the 

■  hands  of  men  educated  and  qualified  to  handle  the^e  poisons. 
There  is  a  great  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  placing  the 
sale  of  poisons  in  the  hands  of  the  agriculturist  or  the  hor- 
ticulturist. Of  course  it  is  easy  enough  to  place  a  parcel  of 
^arsenical  weed-killer  in  a  cellar,  but  supposing  the  label 
comes  off  through  damp,  or  is  torn  off,  or  lost,  and  some 


information  is  required  about  the  poison,  the  agriculturist, 
or  the  horticulturist,  or  the  ironmonger  will  not  be  able  to 
give  that  inform  -ition.  The  only  man  who  can  give  it  is  the 
man  who  has  been  trained  to  handle  poisons.  The  interests 
of  the  public  will,  therefore,  be  safeguarded  if  the  sale  of 
these  poisons  is  restricted  to  the  qualified  pharmacist. 


Teesside  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  Tate's 
Cafe,  Stockton-on-Tees,  on  February  19,  the  President  (Mr. 
W.  R.  Brackenbury,  Middlesborough)  occupying  the  chair. 

The  Annual  Report, 

read  by  the  senior  Secretary  (Mr.  J.  C.  Thompson)  was 
characterised  as  a  very  cheering  one.  The  one  exception 
was  the  great  loss  which  the  Association  had  sustained  by 
the  death  of  the  late  President  (Mr.  Buck),  through  whose 
influence  the  present  prosperous  position  of  the  Association 
was  in  a  great  measure  owing.  The  reason  so  little  had 
been  heard  of  the  Association  was  because  at  the  last 
annual  meeting  an  emerge  acy  committee  had  been  appointed 
which  had  practically  done  all  the  business,  having  held 
something  like  thirty  meetings.  They  attempted  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  to  advance  the  prices  of  Fenning's 
and  Stedman's  powders.  All  the  chemists  in  Middles- 
borough  would  not  agree  to  the  former  being  increased,  but 
an  agreement  was  made  with  Stedman's,  which  had  been 
kept,  and  had  given  general  satisfaction.  He  believed  the 
Stockton  Secretary  (Mr.  Finlayson)  had  been  able  to  arrange 
for  both.  Woodcock's  wind-pills  was  another  proprietary 
article  which  the  Association  was  successful  in  getting  pro- 
tected, and  later  on  all  Woodcock's  articles  had  been  put  on 
the  P.A.T.A.  They  likewise  claimed  credit  for  bringing 
about  the  protection  of  Veno's  preparations.  The  Secretary 
suggested  that  during  the  coming  year  special  pressure 
should  be  brought  to  bear  upon  those  proprietors  who  owned 
medicines  containing  scheduled  poisons.  They  had  at- 
tempted to  arrange  a  local  scheme  for  these,  but  failed. 
He  was  glad  to  say  that  both  in  Middlesborough  and 
Stockton  a  satisfactory  arrangement  with  regard  to  holidays 
had  been  brought  about  through  the  Association.  In  the 
near  future  he  thought  something  might  be  done  to  shorten 
business-hours.  There  were  now  thirty-six  members  con- 
nected with  the  Association,  aud  there  was  a  balance  of 
<Xl.  10s.  2:1.  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer. 

Presidential  Address. 

The  retiring  President  (Mr.  Brackenbury),  in  the  course 
of  a  short  address,  alluded  to  pharmaceutical  topics  gener- 
ally. The  most  prominent  topic  at  present  before  the  trade, 
he  said,  was  the  question  of  titles,  over  which  he  considered 
a  deal  of  unnecessary  fuss  was  being  made.  He  thought 
that  if  an  injunction  was  made  at  all  it  should  be  to  restrain 
chemists  from  using  the  titles  of  the  private  drug-companies. 
In  Middlesborough  they  had  "  chemists,"  "  dispensing 
chemists,"  "  cash  chemists,"  "  cheap  cash  chemists,"  "drug- 
stores," "  pharmacy  stores,"  "  qualified  store-chemists,"  and 
"  medical  hall,"  and  one  only,  he  believed,  a  chemist  and 
druggist.  To  such  a  degree  had  the  adjective  "  chemist " 
been  developed  that  they  could  not  reasonably  expect  the 
general  public  to  be  able  to  distinguish  a  legitimate  chemist's 
shop  from  a  pirate  shop.  It  was  a  pity,  he  said,  that 
chemists  should  not  make  use  of  their  legal  titles  only.  Nor 
was  this  lack  of  distinctness  confined  alone  to  titles.  It  was 
often,  nowadays,  a  matter  of  some  difficulty  to  recognise  a 
chemist's  shop  as  such.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that  undue 
prominence  given  to  side-lines  was  not  good  either  for  the 
individual  chemist  or  for  pharmacy  in  general.  Alluding  to 
the  cry  for  cheapness,  he  considered  that,  whatever  the 
public  wanted  or  did  not  want  in  the  way  of  price  and 
quality,  it  was  the  duty  of  genuine  chemists  to  supply  them 
with  only  the  genuine  article.  With  regard  to  the  cutting 
question,  it  appeared  to  be  working  out  its  own  salvation. 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Election  of  Officers. 
Mr.  R.  R.  Bainbridge  (Stockton)  was  elected  President  for 
the  ensuing  year,  with  Mr.  Brackenbury  as  Vice-Pres  djnt. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Thompson  was  re-elected  Secretary,  and  Mr. 
Arthur  Lee  Treasurer;  whilst  Mr.  Gregory  and  Mr.  W.  H. 


February  28,  1903 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


345 


iRound  were  chosen  to  act  on  the  Executive  Committee.  It 
was  resolved  to  invite  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  hold  a 
conference  in  the  district  to  take  action  to  safeguard  the 
interests  of  the  trade. 

After  the  general  business  had  been  disposed  of,  there  was 
a  short  discussion  regarding  the  Poisons  Committee  report, 
a  synopsis  of  which  had  been  received  from  the  Editor  of 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 


Leeds  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  in  the  Library,  Albion  Place,  on 
Tuesday,  February  17,  at  3  p.m.,  the  President  (Mr.  F.  W. 
Branson,  F.I.C.)  in  the  Chair.  The  minutes  of  the  last 
meeting  were  read  by  Mr.  F.  C.  Long  (Hon.  Secretary)  and 
confirmed.  The  President  said  the  members  would  no 
doubt  be  aware  that  the  report  of 

The  Committee  ox  Poisons, 

which  sat  during  the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  would  be 
presented  that  day,  and  they  should  be  prepared  to  take  such 
action  as  might  be  thought  necessary.  He  introduced  the 
Draft  Pharmacy,  B  11,  and  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
members  to  communicate  with  their  Parliamentary  repre- 
sentatives and  seek  their  co-operation.  An  interesting  dis- 
cussion followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Beacock,  Mundell, 
Pollett,  Long,  Fearnley,  Pilkington  Sargent,  Yewd  all, 
and  others  took  part,  and  it  was  resolved  that  the  meeting  be 
adjourned  to  Friday,  February  23,  at  3  P.M. 

This  adjourned  meeting  was  held  as  arranged,  Mr.  Branson 
again  presiding.  He  laid  before  the  meeting  a  copy  of  the 
report  of  the  Poisons  Committee,  and  called  on  the  Hon. 
Secretary  (Mr.  Ling)  to  read  the  paragraphs  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  referring  thereto,  after  which  an 
interesting  conversation  took  place,  in  which  Mr.  Geo.  Ward, 
F.I.C,  Messrs.  Beacock,  Fearnley,  Jackson,  Mundell, 
Pilkington  Sargent,  Norfolk,  Yewdall,  and  others  took 
part,  and  it  was  resolved  that  a  circular  be  sent  to  the 
M.P.s  of  the  city,  and  that  the  President  and  Hon.  Secretary 
interview  Mr.  Barran.  A  sub-committee  was  formed  to 
■move  when  necessary. 


Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Chemists' 
Trade  Association. 

A  special  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  91  West 
Regent  Street,  Glasgow,  on  Thursday  evening,  February  19. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Sutherland  presided  over  a  very  representative 
gathering  of  the  trade,  and  in  the  course  of  his 

Opening  Statement 

said,  since  the  last  general  meeting  of  the  Association  six 
months  ago,  the  Committee  had  held  seven  meetings,  and 
had  sent  delegates  to  the  P.A.T.A.  Convention  in  London. 
Mr.  Sutherland  spoke  in  detail  about  the  Convention  and  the 
results  which  have  followed  it,  also  referring  to  the  manu- 
facturers' Association,  whose  policy  he  condemned.  Con- 
tinuing he  said  other  manufacturers  are  considering  the 
whole  question,  and  the  Executive  hope  at  an  early  date  to 
have  a  scheme  of  protection  from  some  of  them.  He  then 
alluded  to  the  cutting  in  Glasgow  of  certain  proprietary 
articles  included  in  the  local  list  prepared  two  years  ago. 
Following  upon  reports  received  by  the  Committee,  strict  in- 
vestigation was  made,  with  the  result  that  in  a  good  many 
cases  the  reports  were  found  to  be  true.  In  view  of  that 
fact,  the  Committee  had  considered  the  whole  question  very 
carefully,  and  very  reluctantly  decided  to  bring  before  the 
members  of  the  Association  the  question  whether  they 
should  not  be  allowed  a  certain  amount  of  freedom.  Certain 
firms  had  given  formal  notice  to  the  Committee  that  they 
meant  to  issue  revised  price  lists  to  meet  the  "cutting" 
that  was  going  on,  and  only  delayed  taking  action  till  the 
result  of  that  night's  meeting  was  known.  His  own  sugges- 
tion was  that  the  Association  m>ght  allow  freedom  of  action 
in  regard  to  the  principal  articles  in  more  common  use.  He 
did  not  think  the  "  cutting"  was  going  to  harass  them  much. 
The  Glasgow  "Association  had  been  the  means  of  consoli- 
dating the  trade  throughout  the  country,  and  if  the  com- 
bined Associations  could  not  manage  to  bring  influence  and 
pressure  to  bear  upon  the  manufacturers  now,  he  thought 
the  manufacturers  would  very  shortly  come  to  solicit  the 


help  of  the  chemists.  Mr.  Sutherland  then  stated  that  the 
Association  had  had  before  it  the  question  of 

Shortening  the  Hours  of  Chemists 
in  Glasgow,  but  the  Committee  had  not  been  able  to  tackle 
that  subject  yet,  but  it  must  at  an  early  date.  It  was  time 
they  were  asserting  their  manhood  and  taking  upon  them- 
selves responsibility  of  men  taking  a  reasonable  view  of 
things,  and  refusing  to  submit  any  longer  to  the  unsatis- 
factory state  of  affairs  which  exist  in  Glasgow.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

The  Poisons  Committee's  Report 
was  another  pharmaceutical  question  that  was  threatening 
their  very  existence,  as  regards  having  any  protection,  of 
which  they  would  probably  hear  enough  in  the  next  two  or 
three  weeks.  He  would  strongly  advise  every  one  of  them, 
when  they  got  their  Chemist  and  Druggist  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  to  read  very  carefully  the  report,  and  the 
articles  dealing  with  the  report  submitted  to  Parlia- 
ment for  an  extension  of  the  Poisons  Schedule.  It  would 
open  their  eyes.  After  reading  that  report  he  would 
advise  them  to  very  carefully  consider  what  it  meant  to 
them,  and  as  voters  use  their  influence  and  position  to  try 
and  defeat  the  dangers  with  which  they  were  threatened. 

Discussion. 

The  meeting  discussed  at  considerable  length  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  Sutherland  to  meet  the  "cutting"  movement. 
Several  of  the  members  were  in  favour  of  slaughtering  the 
local  list  in  its  entirety,  giving  freedom  of  action  in  regard 
to  all  the  prices  in  the  Glasgow  Association's  list,  by  retain- 
ing the  P.A.T.A.  list  intact.  Those  who  took  this  view  of 
the  situation  asserted  that  to  issue  a  restricted  list  giving 
the  members  pjwer  to  "cut"  certain  articles,  would  be  only 
averting  the  evil  day.  On  the  other  hand,  there  was  a 
strong  feeling  tnat  Mr.  Sutherland's  proposal  ought  to  be 
adopted,  and  this  view  was  ultimately  agreed  to  unanimously, 
and  the  Executive  Committee  were  given  powers  to  select 
the  articles  on  which  freedom  of  action  is  to  be  allowed. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion  it  was  mentioned  that 
there  is  no  cutting  in  the  Crossbill  district,  and  that  to 
reduce  prices  again  after  fixing  them  would  stultify  the 
chemists  in  the  eyes  of  the  public.  It  was  mentioned  also 
that  in  other  parts  of  the  country  the  progressive  action  of 
the  Glasgow  Association  had  been  watched  from  its  infancy, 
and  other  districts  looked  to  Glasgow  to  maintain  the  prices 
on  proprietary  articles  all  along  the  line. 

Complaint  was  made,  too,  that  they  were  face  to  face 
with  increased  rental,  increased  taxation,  and  increased 
salaries  for  assistants.  Some  chemists  were  now  selling 
certain  articles  below  cost  prices.  This  was  a  foolish  policy. 
They  should  assert  themselves  to  a  certain  point,  and  that 
point  should  be  to  have  a  profit  on  the  goods  they  handled. 

The  proposal  to  give  the  Cjmmittee  power  to  select  the 
articles  on  which  freedom  of  action  is  to  be  allowed — and 
which,  as  stated  above,  was  unanimously  accepted — -came 
from  Mr.  MoiR.  who  was  cordially  supported  by  Mr.  Currie, 
Mr.  Lambie,  Mr.  McMillan,  and  others. 

Mr.  Sutherland  referred  to  the 

Pharmaceutical  Council  Election. 

He  said  that  there  is  a  strong  desire  to  get  another  Scottish 
member  on  the  Council.    A  gentleman  in  Glasgow  is  willing 
to  stand,  and  he  (Mr.  Sutherland)  appealed  to  the  members 
to  give  him  their  support. 
This  concluded  the  business. 

It  had  been  arranged  that  the  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association 
should  have  followed  the  Chemists'  Trade  Association  meet- 
ing, but  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour  the  pharmaceutical 
meeting  was  postponed. 

Bradford  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday  night,  February  1\.  a1,  fche 
Royal  Hotel,  Bradford,  the  President  (Mr.  J.  A.  Mitchell) 
being  in  the  chair,  and  there  being  a  good  attendance. 

A  Council  Candidate. 
The  Secretary  (Mr.  D.  S.  Priestley)  read  a  c'rcula-  from 
Mr.  R.  Brcadhead  (the  Secretary  of  the  West  Riding  Federa- 
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tion),  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  candidature  of  Mr. 
R.  C.  Walshaw  (President  of  the  Federation  and  of  the 
Huddersfield  Association)  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
had  "  the  entire  support  of  the  West  Riding  affiliated  Asso- 
ciations." Alderman  Dunn  complained  that  he  had  never 
heard  a  whisper  of  this  candidature.  Mr.  Broadhead's 
circular  ought  not  to  go  out  without  the  members  being 
consulted.  The  President  said  Mr.  Pollard  had  written  to 
him  about  the  matter ;  and  after  some  further  remarks  the 
following  resolution,  proposed  by  Alderman  Dunn,  was 
unanimously  carried  : — 

That  this  meeting,  having  considered  the  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Federation,  and  having  heard  from  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Association  upon  the  Council  that  that  body 
had  not  considered  any  proposal  as  to  representation  on  the 
Council,  is  of  opinion  that  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Federation  is  unauthorised  and  unwarranted,  and  that  the  Federa- 
tion be  so  informed. 

The  Poisons  Committee's  Report. 

Mr.  Waddington  moved  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  Mr- 
Walter  Hills  for  the  very  excellent  minority  report  which 
he  had  put  before  the  Privy  Council  on  the  poisons  question. 
He  thought  Mr.  Hills  was  entitled  to  special  recognition  of 
the  services  which  he  had  endeavoured  to  render  to  the 
chemists  and  druggists  of  the  country. 

Alderman  Dunn  said  there  was  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Hills 
had  used  his  utmost  endeavours  to  safeguard  the  interests  of 
chemists  and  druggists. 

Mr.  Priestley  :  By  sticking  to  the  principle  of  the  1868 
Act. 

The  resolution  (which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Metcalfe) 
was  carried. 

Other  action  with  reference  to  the  Poisons  Committee  in 
support  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  was  suggested,  but 
the  President,  Mr.  Waddington,  and  others  advised  that 
it  would  be  better  to  postpone  action  of  any  sort  until  after 
Mr.  Bremridge's  visit  next  day. 


Burnley  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening,  February  24, 
Mr.  J.  A.  Heaton  (President)  in  the  chair.  Over  a  dozen 
members  attended.  The  President  opened  a  discussion  on 
the 

Report  op  the  Committee  on  Poisons, 

and  indicated  what  he  thought  would  be  the  nature  of  the 
forthcoming  Eill  on  the  subject.  There  would  probably  be  a 
clause  giving  the  Privy  Council  power  to  add  other  poisons 
to  the  schedule,  and  there  was  no  telling  wheie  it  would 
stop.  Mr.  W.  O.  Coates  also  spoke.  He  thought  the  chief 
point  they  as  chemists  had  to  work  on  was  to  insist  on  the 
importance  of  personal  qualification  for  the  protection  of  the 
public.  Mr.  Brown  commented  on  the  one-sided  nature  of 
the  evidence  laid  before  the  Committee.  Eventually,  a  sub- 
committee was  appointed  to  watch  the  progress  of  events. 

The  Draft  Pharmacy  Bill 

was  next  discussed.  The  opinion  was  expressed  that  no 
definite  action  could  be  taken  at  present  beyond  seizing  the 
opportunity  of  waiting  upon  the  borough  member  on  his 
next  visit  to  the  district.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the 
parliamentary  sub-committee. 
Mr.  Heaton  introduced 

The  PA.T.A.  Question, 
and  read  considerable  correspondence  on  the  matter.  He 
advised  all  to  join,  and  suggested  that  a  list  of  P.A.T.A. 
articles  should  be  sent  to  every  patent-medicine  seller  in  the 
district.  Mr.  Dodsley  spoke  approvingly,  and  Mr.  Brown 
complained  that  some  of  the  fitst  who  joined  it  should  have 
been  the  lest,  because  they  had  not  canied  [out  [the  agree- 
ment. Mr.  Dors  ley  thought  it  was  hardly  good,  policy  to 
object  to  supporting  a  good  thing  because  there  were  a  few 
black  sheep  in  the  fold. 

Other  members  having  spoken,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tom- 
LINSON,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hirst,  a  resolution  was  unani- 
mously passed  on  the  lines  of  Mr.  Heaton's  speech. 

Five  new  members  were  elected.  The  Association  now 
embraces  nearly  all  the  chemists  in  the  district. 


West  Riding'  Federation. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  Wakefield  on  Tuesday,  February  24. 
Mr.  R.  C.  Walshaw  (President)  was  in  the  chair. 

The  Poisons  Committee's  Report 
was  put  on  the  table,  and  an  interesting  discussion  took 
place.  The  Chairman  said  the  chief  point  of  chemists' 
resistance  should  be  to  the  third  part  proposed.  They 
should  take  action  in  opposition,  so  that  further  encroach- 
ments upon  their  standing  as  registered  chemists  might  be 
prevented.  In  their  opposition  it  would  be  well  that  they 
should  take  the  line  of  the  safety  of  the  public  rather  than 
assert  their  own  position.  He  combated  several  points  in 
the  report,  denying  that  farmers  and  horticulturists  suffer 
any  inconvenience  by  the  restriction  of  the  sale  of  poisons 
to  chemists,  or  that  they  paid  more  for  them  from  chemists. 
He  referred  to  other  points  in  the  reports,  and  he  paid 
tribute  to  the  work  on  behalf  of  the  chemists  which  Mr. 
Walter  Hills  had  done  on  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Pickard  said  the  inquiry  had  been  conducted  on 
anything  but  fair  lines.  One  of  the  gentlemen  on  the 
committee  was  Mr.  A.  Cross,  one  of  their  chief  opponents. 
There  seemed  to  be  a  good  deal  of  vested  interest  in  the 
matter.  There  had  been  no  sufficient  reason  shown  why 
these  people  should  have  a  schedule  of  their  own.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society  had  repeatedly  "hit  the  nail  on  the 
head,"  and  had  actually  proceeded  against  the  man  he  had 
named.  The  advocates  of  the  third  part  were  looking 
after  their  own  interests,  and  chemists  must  see  that  there 
was  no  encroachment.  His  idea  was  that  there  should  be 
further  restrictions.  Professor  Thorpe  had  surprised  him  by 
the  astounding  assertion:  "I  do  not  understand  how  all 
this  education  in  this  particular  case,  or  what  you  claim  as 
education,  really  puts  you  in  a  better  position  than  a 
reasonably  intelligent  ironmonger's  assistant."  And  yet 
chemists  had  to  be  examined  and  registered.  The  proposal 
was  a  farce  ;  but  it  was  the  thin  edge  of  the  wedge,  and 
they  must  oppose  it  to  the  best  of  their  ability. 

Mr.  Norwood  said  it  had  been  asserted  that  chemists 
made  extortionate  charges.  The  particular  ant-destroyer 
which  had  been  referred  to  was  sold  some  years  ago  in 
16-oz.  bottles,  which  contained  sugar  and  water,  and  J  inch 
of  sediment  which  proved  to  be  arsenic.  The  price  was 
2i.  6d.  The  bottle  was  not  labelled  "  Poison,"  but  was 
merely  labelled  "  Dangerous  to  dogs."  (Laughter.)  Whether 
it  was  the  result  of  a  prosecution  or  a  due  regard  to  the 
public  safety  he  did  not  know,  but  the  bottle  had  been 
reduced  50  per  cent,  in  size  and  the  price  not  at  all. 

The  President  said  the  Committee  seemed  to  have  been 
appointed  at  the  instigation  of  Mr.  Cross  through  the  Board 
of  Agriculture. 

Mr.  Pickard  suggested  that  they  should  have  a  resolution 
on  the  subject  pointing  out  that  Mr.  Cross  was  an  interested 
party,  and  that  the  whole  proceedings  were  monstrous,  con- 
sidering that  he  was  a  member  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Rigby  said  it  would  be  better  to  attack  the  principle 
rather  than  the  man. 

It  was  ultimately  resolved  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pickard — 

That  this  meeting  of  the  West  Riding  Federation  of  Chemists' 
Associations  is  unanimously  of  opiniou  that  the  suggested  ad- 
dition of  a  third  part  to  the  schedule  would  be  fraught  with 
danger  to  the  public,  and  that  the  evidence  in  favour  of  such  a 
course  is  greatly  outweighed  by  the  fact  that  poisons  for  all 
legitimate  purposes  are  easily  and  reasonably  obtained  from  the 
thousands  of  registered  chemists  and  druggists  who  are  in  business 
throughout  the  country,  and  whose  interests  and  responsibilities 
are  intimately  associated  with  the  public  convenience,  as  well  as 
the  public  safety. 

It  was  decided  that  copies  should  be  sent  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical .Society,  to  the  Privy  Council,  and  elsewhere. 


Eastbourne  Chemists'  Assistants' 
Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  took  place  at  the  Royal 
Restaurant,  Eastbourne,  on  February  19,  when  Mr.  James 
read  a  paper  on  "  Alkaloids."  After  the  reading  of  the  paper 
several  questions  touching  on  the  general  properties  of  alka- 
loids were  answered  by  Mr.  James.  At  the  next  meeting  a 
paper  will  be  read  on  "  Ferments  and  Fermentation  "  by  Mr. 
0.  D.  Holmes,  late  of  Eastbourne. 
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IRovelttes. 


The  "  Boval  "  Adjustable  Truss. 

Messks.  James  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.  (Limited),  of  Man- 
chester, have  patented  an  adjustable  truss,  the  form  of  which 
is  well  shown  in  the  subj  >inei  figure  :  — 


The  essential  part  of  the  invention  is  a  movable  terminal 
portion  to  the  steel,  which  slides  in  a  steel  plate  affixed  to 
the  pad.  This  steel  plate  is  .tself  moveable  up  and  down  to 
the  extent  of  1\  inches,  the  movement  being  obtained  partly 
by  the  radial  slot  at  the  end,  the  rest  being  obtained  by 
screw-holes  a  little  more  than  half  an  inch  apart.  The 
arrangement  enables  the  wearer  of  the  truss  to  move  the 
pad  to  the  best  angle  for  supporting  the  rupture,  and  the 
sliding  spring  is  used  for  diminishing  or  increasing  the 
length.  The  truss  is  made  in  hospital  quality  at  24s.  a 
dozen  single,  and  38s.  double  ;  also  in  a  first-class  quality  with 
red-leather  finish  at  48s.  and  76s.  per  dozen.  The  truss  is 
also  made  with  inflated  rubber  pad.  It  is  a  good  invention, 
and  its  advantages  will  be  appreciated  by  truss-wearers.  We 
may  add  that  the  steel  parts  are  nickel  plated. 

Kamfolia. 

This  is  the  name  which  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited), 
Bethnal  Green,  E.,  have  given  to  a  series  of  toilet-requisites 
combining  soap,  cream,  hair-tonic,  dentifrice  (powder  and 
liquid),  and  tooth-paste.  Each  of  them  is  on  the  P.A.T.A. 
list,  and  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys  will  supply  chemists  who 
own  stock  of  the  articles  with  showcards  and  cartons  for 
window-display.  Their  announcement  in  regard  to  the 
matter  is  the  first  advertisement  in  this  issue  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist."  These  preparations  are  unique 
amongst  popular  toilet-specialities  on  account  of  the  cam- 
phoraceous  characteristic  of  each  of  them.  They  may 
in  short,  be  regarded  as  old-fashioned  and  proven  prepara- 
tions brought  into  line  with  modern  knowledge  and  tastes. 
They  are  beautifully  got  up  and  packed,  and  the  window- 
displays  which  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys  have  arranged  are 
in  admirably  good  taste.  The  feature  of  the  showcard  is  a 
spray  of  white,  pink,  and  blood-red  carnations,  and  as  the 
centre  or  background  to  a  group  of  dummy  packages  it  is  a 
brilliant  attraction.  The  firm  have  prepared  an  illustrated 
leaflet  descriptive  of  the  display,  which  our  subscribers 
should  write  for. 

Euthymol  Specialities. 

Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  are  now  putting  up  toilet- 
preparations  of  euthymol  in  very  artistic  cartons  with  em- 
bossed decoration.  The  preparations  include  euthymol 
shaving-cream,  which  sells  at  Is;  and  Is.  6d.,  euthymol  tooth- 
paste (Is.),  and  euthymol  cream  (ls.j.    Each  of  the  series  is 


packed  in  outer  showcases,  embossed  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  cartons,  and  holding  2j  dozen  each.  Further  particulars 
in  regard  to  the  preparations,  which  yield  an  excellent 
profit,  may  be  obtained  from  the  London  office,  111  Queen 
Victoria  Street,  E.G. 

Marmite. 

A  new  food  extract,  which  resembles  in  appearance,  taste, 
and  properties  the  best  extract  of  beef.  It  is  not  claimed  to 
be  of  animal  origin,  and  is  made  at  Burton-on-Trent.  Mr. 
Otto  Hehner's  analysis  of  Marmite  is  as  follows  : — ■ 


Water... 
Fat  ... 

Gelatin 

Albumen 

Albumoses 


..    26-05  per  cent. 
..  none 
..  none 

0  37  „  with  0'06  per  cent,  nitrogen 
..     912       „         „    146  „ 


„  395 


655 


total 
nitrogen 


Peptones    6'75 

Nitrogenous  bases  ...  24-70 

Mineral  matters     ...  23  93 
Non- nitrogenous 

matters    9'08 

100-00 

Chlorides,  calculated 

as  sodium  chloride  10-12  ,, 
Phosphoric  acid     ...     5'53  ,, 

Marmite  makes  an  excellent  and  refreshing  "cup,"  relieving 
hunger  and  giving  that  amount  of  stimulus  which  some  people 
too  frequently  seek  in  alcoholic  drinks.  Besides,  Marmite  is 
suitable  for  all  culinary-purposes  in  which  meat  is  used — 
e.g.,  to  add  strength  and  flavour  to  soups  and  gravies.  It 
should  be  a  good  line  for  chemists  and  druggists,  and  such 
firms  as  Allen  k.  Hanburys  (Limited)  and  Southall  Brothers 
k.  Barclay  (Limited)  are  stocking  it.  It  sells  at  7hd.  per 
2-oz.  pot,  and  so  on  up  to  3s.  Hd.  per  lb.  It  is  neatly  put  up, 
and  the  makers  are  the  Marmite  Food-extract  Company 
(Limited),  40  Mincing  Lane,  E.C. 

Darton  Novelties. 

Messrs.  F.  Darton  &  Co.,  John  Street,  Clerkenwell,  E.C, 
have  several  cheap  electric  novelties  which  chemists  and 
druggists  should  be  able  to  do  good  business  in.  Electric 
torches  (3s.  Qd.  and  4s.),  the  size  of  an  ordinary  candle,  and 
giving  as  good  a  light  by  moving  a  button,  sell  very  well,, 
the  re-charges  also  bringing  business.  A  shilling  a  charge 
is  the  price  they  sell  at.  Another  pocket  electric  lamp, 
selling  at  4s.  6:1.  upwards,  is  a  flash-light.  This  lamp  is  put 
in  a  leather  purse,  and  it  lies  comfortably  in  one's  pocket  or 
under  the  pillow.  The  light  burns  as  long  as  the  finger  is 
kept  on  the  button. 
The  illustration  that 
we  give  is  of  a  new 
hand-camera  to  carry 
twelve  quarter- plates. 
It  is  a  well-made 
article,  covered  with 
black  leather,  and  pro- 
vided with  two  crystal 
view-finders,  which 
give  the  actual  view 
thrown  upon  the  plate. 
The  special  points  in 
the  camera  are  (1)  a 
good  short-focus  lens, 
(2)  a  new  arrangement 
of  the  plate-holders 
that  absolutely  prohibits  the  return  of  any  holder  after  it 
has  fallen  to  the  base  of  the  camera,  and  (3)  a  double-action 
release  to  the  holders.  The  camera  is  fitted  with  iris  dia- 
phragm, movements  for  time  and  instantaneous  exposures 
tnd  for  focussing,  besides  a  pneumatic  release. 
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festivities. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 
The  above  Association  held  a  musical  and  social  evening 
at  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  on  February  19,  over  which 
Mr.  Walter  Hills  presided.  There  was  a  very  good  attend- 
ance of  members,  and  an  excellent  programme  was  pro- 
vided, in  which  Messrs.  Easton,  C.  J.  Strother,  A.  Latreille, 
Victor  Blin,  S.  Jamieson,  R.  D.  Webb,  and  J.  Mawdesley 
participated.  A  collection  on  behalf  of  the  Benevolent  Fund 
realised  13s.  6i.  Mr.  Walter  Hills,  in  response  to  a  cordial 
vote  of  thanks,  said  he  always  watched  the  proceedings  of 
the  C.A.A.  with  great  interest.  He  was  glad  to  see  that  it 
was  always  loyal  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  that  it 
encouraged  the  reading  of  scientific  papers,  and  that  it  never 
forgot  the  poorer  brethren  who  had  fallen  by  the  way. 

School  op  Pharmacy  Dinner. 

Shrove  Tuesday  was  observed  by  the  students  of  the 
School  of  Pharmacy  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  by  holding  the  annual  dinner  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant.  Professor  H.  G.  Greenish,  Dean  of  the  school, 
was  in  the  chair,  and  supporting  him  were  many  of  the 
pillars  of  pharmacy,  such  as  the  President  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  (Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme),  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent (Mr.  C.  B.  Allen),  Mr.  Walter  Hills,  Mr.  M.  Carteighe, 
Mr.  J.  F.  Harrington,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  Mr.  A.  Cooper,  Mr.  J.  C. 
Umney,  Mr.  E.  W.  Lucas,  Mr.  F.  C.  J.  Bird,  and  Mr.  E.  J. 
Millard.  The  dinner  passed  off  without  a  hitch,  and  every- 
body comfortably  settled  down  to  hear  the  toasts  and  music. 
The  latter  was  supplied  by  the  students,  and  was  of  a  high 
order.  It  is  rather  invidious  to  single  out  any  one  performer, 
but  Mr.  E.  Kilmorey's  singing  was  undoubtedly  the  best. 
The  toast-list  contained  three  toasts  besides  that  of  "  The 
King " — "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  "  The  School  of 
Pharmacy,"  and  "  Past  Students."  Mr.  Carteighe  proposed 
the  school  toast,  and  besides  being  in  bad  vcice  gave  a 
somewhat  lugubrious  speech,  to  the  effect  that  if  the  students 
found  they  could  not  maintain  the  best  traditions  of  pharmacy 
jt  would  be  better  to  emigrate  to  South  Africa  or  Canada. 
Mr.  J.  C.  U-mney  responded  for  "  Past  Students  "  in  a  clever 
speech,  in  which  he  referred  to  his  experiences  as  a  student, 
and  urged  that  pharmacists  must  keep  their  professionalism. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Allen  and  Mr.  W.  G.  Northey,  the  dinner  secre- 
taries, worked  well  for  the  success  of  the  dinner,  and 
attained  it. 

Advertisers'  Protection  Society  (Limited). 

The  third  annual  general  meeting  and  dinner  of  this 
Society  was  held  at  Frascati's,  Oxford  Street,  on  February  18. 
In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman  (Mr.  D.  Bennett),  the  Hon. 
Treasurer — Mr.  W.  B.  Warren  (Burge,  Warren  &  Ridgley, 
Limited) — took  the  chair.  Amongst  others,  there  were 
present  representatives  of  the  following  firms  :  Bond's  Crystal 
Palace  Marking-ink  (Mr.  A.  B.  Hickisson),  John  Gosnell  &. 
Co.  (Limited),  and  G.  Whelpton  &  Sen  (Mr.  M.  E.  Swan). 
The  Chairman,  in  submitting  the  annual  report,  stated 
that  substantial  progress  had  been  made  during  the  past 
year.  The  members  of  the  retiring  committee  were  re- 
elected, amongst  them  being  Mr.  Deane  Bennett  (Trilene 
Company),  Mr.  G.  Gledhill  (Kaputine  Syndicate),  Mr.  A.  B. 
Hickisson  (Bond's  Crystal  Palace  Marking-ink),  Mr.  M.  A. 
South  (Messrs.  Steedman  &  Co.),  Mr.  W.  B.  Warren  (Burge, 
Warren  &  Ridgley,  Limited),  and  Mr.  C.  A.  Gcsnell.  The 
offices  of  the  Society  are  at  35  New  Broad  Street,  E.C.,  and 
the  Secretary  is  Mr.  S.  B.  Worth. 

A  Dinner  and  Smoker. 

The  first  dinner  and  smoker  of  the  Liverpool  managers  and 
assistants  of  Boots  (Limited)  was  held  at  the  Imperial 
Hotel,  Liverpool,  on  February  19,  Mr.  Robert  S.  Carrie 
presiding.  The  various  items,  musical  and  otherwise,  were 
thoroughly  enjoyed  by  the  audience,  upwards  of  fifty 
gtntlemen  being  present  at  both  dinner  and  smoker.  Among 
those  who  assisted  in  the  musical  programme  were  Messrs. 
Doian,  Junior,  Breen,  Potter,  Roberts,  Berrill,  Aberdein, 
Houghey,  Mack,  Kelly,  Trowbridge,  and  Hugo  Wolff,  the 
last-named  providing  ,t':e  stir  turn  of  the  evening.  Mr. 


Willinski  was  the  pianist.  The  proceedings  terminated  with 
the  singiDgof  "Auld  Lang  Syne." 

Greenock  Juniors  Dance. 

The  annual  dance  of  Greenock  assistant  chemists  and 
druggists  took  place  in  the  Town  Hall,  Greenock,  on  Febru- 
ary 19.  There  was  a  large  attendance,  about  forty  couples 
starting  dancing  at  9  p.m.  The  guests  included  Messrs. 
Bewglas,  Graham,  Halley,  Hattrick,  Heep,  and  Veitch 
(Glas-gow),  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Watt  (Wemyss  Bay).  The  hall 
and  vestibule  were  tastefully  decorated,  and  the  arrange- 
ments were  admirably  carried  through  by  Messrs.  Ross, 
Wilson,  Henrichs,  Manderson,  McNeil,  Hamilton  (Treasurer), 
and  J.  M.  Turner  (Secretary).  The  duties  of  M.C.  were  dis- 
charged by  Mr.  1).  Cuthbertson.  A  pleasant  evening  was- 
spent,  dancing  being  kept  up  for  several  hours. 

Newcastle  Chemists'  Association. 

The  second  smoking-concert  of  the  season  was  held  on- 
Wednesday  evening,  February  25,  in  the  Hotel  Metropole. 
There  was  a  good  muster  of  members  and  friends.  Mr.  G.  F. 
Merson  (President)  was  in  the  chair.  The  Mayor  of  Stepney 
(Mr.  Henry  Potter)  and  other  commercial  friends  looked  in. 
during  the  evening.  Songs  were  contributed  by  Messrs. 
Gray  (''My  Queen"  and  "Anchored"),  Arnott  ("There's  a 
Land  "  and  "  The  Old  Man  Laughed  "),  Skelton  ("  I  fear  no 
Foe  "  and  "  Drinking  "),  Hoffman  (various  and  very  funny), 
Pope  (•'  Ballymena  Conversazione"),  Parkinson  ("The  Wolf  ")r 
Jack  Kerse  ("Robin  Adair,"  &c.) ;  recitations  by  Messrs. 
G.  W.  Gowland,  Layne,  and  Kidman.  Mr.  Bloor,  with  his- 
usual  ability  and  courtesy,  officiated  at  the  piano.  A  col- 
lection on  behalf  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  was  taken  during  the  evening. 

Students  at  Supper. 

The  annual  supper  of  the  past  and  present  students  of  th& 
Edinburgh  Central  School  of  Pharmacy  took  place  in  the- 
Imperial  Hotel,  Edinburgh,  on  February  20,  and  nearly  ninety 
were  present.  Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie,  principal,  presided,  and 
Messrs.  W.  McEwan  and  H.  G.  Thompson  acted  as  croupiers. 
After  an  excellent  supper  apologies  were  intimated  from- 
Messrs.  Storrar,  Ewing,  Bowman  senior  and  junior,  and  R. 
Aitken.  In  an  able  and  highly  commendatory  speech  Mr. 
J.  G.  Hughes  proposed  "The  Pharmaceutical  society,"  and 
Mr.  Peter  Boa,  chairman  of  the  N.B.  Executive,  responded^ 
He  strongly  recommended  every  student  when  qualified  to 
become  a  member  of  the  Society.  It  was  important  to 
remember  that  there  was  nothing  of  the  trades-union  element 
about  the  Society.  It  could  not  touch  any  mere  trade, 
question,  but  was  concerned  with  educational  and  profes- 
sional interests.  Dr.  Coull  proposed  "  The  Edinburgh  Central 
School  of  Pharmacy,"  to  which  Mr.  Cowie  responded.  Other 
toasts  were  "  The  School  Staff,"  proposed  by  Mr.  A.  C. 
Aitken,  replied  to  by  Mr.  W.  McEwan  ;  "  The  Students  of 
the  E.C.S.P.,"  proposed  by  Mr.  Rutherford  Hill,  replied  to  by- 
Mr.  P.  C.  Drewitt;  and  "  Our  Guests,"  proposed  by  Mr.  Cowie, 
and  replied  to  by  Mr.  W.  Balfour,  J. P.  A  most  enjoyable 
programme  of  songs  and  recitations  and  gramophone  selec- 
tions was  contributed  by  students,  and  the  company  separated 
at  an  early  hour,  after  singing  "  Auld  Lang  Syne." 

Dining  the  Mayor. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  North-East  Lancashire  Chemists' 
Association  was  made  the  occasion  for  doing  honour  to  a 
brother-craftsman,  Mr.  Walter  Farnworth,  who  has  been- 
elected  Chief  Magistrate  of  Blackburn.  Councillor  C.  T. 
Critchley,  President  of  the  Association,  was  in  the  chair,  and 
the  dinner,  at  which  over  fifty  were  present,  was  held  on 
Februaiy  19  at  the  White  Bull  Hotel,  Blackburn.  After  the 
loyal  toasts  had  been  honoured,  "  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society"  was  proposed  by  Mr.  William  Wells,  who  advocated 
an  increased  membership  in  order  that  the  misjudged- 
litigation  of  twenty  years  ago  might  be  now  more 
easily  rectified.  Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the  North-East 
Lancashire  Association  there  were  now  signs  of  great 
changes  taking  place  in  pharmaceutical  politics.  Mr.  R. 
Lord  Gifford,  who  replied,  referred  to  the  daring  en- 
croachments on  the  rights  of  chemists  that  are  being 
made  at  the  present  time  by  Messrs.  Dobbs  and  Cross, 
which    pointed    to    the   value   to   be   gained    by  indi- 
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vidual  effort,  and  ought  to  be  a  lesson  to  chemists. 
The  health  of  "  His  Worship  the  Mayor"  was  proposed  by 
the  ever-popular  Councillor  Ralph  Shorrock,  of  Darwen. 
Councillor  Shorrock  referred  in  complimentary  terms  to  the 
good  work  done  for  the  Association  and  for  local  pharmacy 
by  the  Mayor  and  his  father.  He  thought  it  a  matter  of 
pride  for  chemists  that  one  of  their  number  should  be 
chosen  for  the  greatest  honour  a  local  community  can  confer 
upon  a  citizen.  The  Mayor,  in  responding,  thanked  his 
colleagues  for  the  position  of  honour  in  which  they  had 
placed  him  as  guest  of  the  Association.  He  was  very  proud 
of  the  North- Bast  Lancashire  Chemists'  Association,  and 
was  its  first  Treasurer.  "  The  Association  "  was  proposed 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  Lomax  (Darwen),  and  replied  to  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Hindle,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  G.  B.  Pickworth  (Hon.  Secre- 
tary), who  was  seriously  ill.  "The  Medical  Profession" 
was  proposed  by  Mr.  Grimshaw,  and  Dr.  Cunliffe  replied. 
Mr.  William  Holt  gave  "  Our  Visitors,"  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Turver 
(Blackpool)  responded.  The  closing  toast,  "  Our  President," 
was  ably  given  by  the  Mayor.  During  the  evening  Mr.  J. 
Isherwood  Shorrock's  Glee  Party  contributed  an  excellent 
musical  programme. 

A  Halifax  Dinner. 

The  members  of  the  Halifax  Chemists'  Association  held 
their  annual  dinner  on  February  19,  at  the  Old  Cock  Hotel. 
Mr.  T.  Briggs  (the  President)  was  in  ths  chair,  and  the 
vice-chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Gibson  Dixon.  There  was  a 
full  attendance.  Supporticg  the  Chairman  were  Mr.  F.  P. 
Sargeant  (Leeds),  Mr.  J.  H.  Chaplin  (Wakefield),  Mr.  S.  N. 
Pickard  (Dewsbury),  Mr.  A.  Hanson  (Bradford),  Mr.  F.  D. 
Crossley  (Manchester),  Mr.  J.  B.  Brierley,  Mr.  J.  Swire,  Mr. 
W.  R.  Black  (Hon.  Secretary),  Mr.  W.  S.  Thompson,  and  Mr. 
J.  Brierley,  jun. 

After  a  capital  dinner,  the  President  proposed  the  health 
of  "  The  King,"  which  was  received  with  enthusiasm.  This 
was  followed  by  the  toast  of  "  The  Town  and  Trade  of 
Halifax,"  proposed  by  Mr.  F.  D.  Crossley  and  replied  to  by 
Mr.  H.  Hebden.  Mr.  P.  W.  Swire  then  submitted  the  toast 
of  "The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  although  he  admitted 
that,  being  only  newly  qualified,  he  was  not  a  member  of 
the  Society.  He  suggested  that  after  the  Minor  examina- 
tion the  examinee  should  be  admitted  to  membership  of  the 
Society  for  the  remainder  of  the  current  year  free  of  charge, 
and  that  afterwards  a  reduced  fee  of,  say,  5s.  should  be 
charged  to  those  who  were  not  in  business  for  themselves. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Mr.  F.  P.  Sargeant  (of  Leeds)  responded.  He 
mentioned  that  the  present  was  a  critical  time  for  pharmacy. 
As  most  of  them  knew,  an  attempt  was  to  be  made  to  strike 
at  the  principle  which  underlies  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1863. 
The  1868  Act  was  not  solely  intended  to  bring  about  the 
qualification  of  the  chemist,  but  to  do  away  with  that 
heterogeneous  mass  of  petty  tradesmen  who  prior  to  1868 
sold  poisons.  It  was  considered  prejudicial  to  the  general 
safety  that  men,  ignorant  alike  of  the  effects  of  poisons  and 
of  their  antidotes,  and  whose  education  held  out  no 
guarantee  of  their  discretion,  should  be  the  media  for  the 
introduction  of  excessively  poisonous  substances  to  the 
general  public.  Had  the  conditions  changed  ?  Was  it  still 
not  expedient  that  the  retailers  of  poisons  should  have  a 
competent  practical  knowledge  of  their  business  ?  Was  the 
safety  of  the  public  of  less  concern  now  ?  The  arguments 
of  the  oilman,  seedsman,  &c,  were  singularly  fatuous.  The 
objections  which  chemists  had  to  the  recommendations  of 
the  Poisons  Committee  were  based  solely  on  principle,  and 
not  upon  a  desire  to  retain  any  pecuniary  advantage.  The 
sale  of  poisons  was  not  a  profitable  business,  and  it  was 
carried  on  for  the  convenience  of  the  public.  The  principle 
involved,  however,  was  important,  and  the  proposal  to 
introduce  licensed,  yet  unqualified,  dealers  in  poisons  must 
be  opposed  at  all  cost.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  A.  Hanson  proposed  "The  Halifax  District  Chemists' 
Association."  He  preached  the  doctrine  of  unity  and 
organisation  ;  and  Mr.  W.  R.  Black,  in  responding,  said  the 
Association  was  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

The  other  toasts  were  "  Kindred  Local  Associations  "  and 
"Past  Officers,"  and,  in  responding  to  the  former,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Chaplin  (Wakefield)  made  a  reference  to  the  efforts  which 
must  be  put  forward  to  fight  for  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  chemists,  which  would  probably  be  assailed  before  long 
in  the  House  of  Commons. 


IPECACUANHA  ALKALOIDS. 

Mb.  John  Barclay,  B.Sc.  (Birmingham),  writing  in  regard  to  Mr. 
A.  J.  Cownley's  letter  on  this  subject  in  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist, February  7,  says  : — 

In  making  the  statement  to  which  Mr.  Cownley  refers  in  my 
"  Notes  on  Crude  Drugs,  &c,"  I  had  not,  of  course,  overlooke  1  the 
very  valuable  work  done  by  Messrs.  Paul  and  Cownley,  to  whom, 
as  all  the  world  knows,  we  owe  the  bulk  of  our  knowledge  of  the- 
alkaloids  contained  in  this  drug.  What  I  did  wish  to  convey, 
however,  was  the  fact  that  in  my  opinion  there  is  not  at  present 
any  thoroughly  satisfactory  method  whereby,  for  the  purpose  of 
standardising  galenicals,  the  separation  and  determination  of  the 
two  important  alkaloids  can  be  made.  Did  such  a  method  exist  it. 
would,  I  presume,  have  been  adopted  by  the  Pharmacopoeia 
authorities  in  compiling  the  1898  edition,  instead  of  that  of  esti- 
mating total  alkaloid. 

The  Pharmacopoeia  Committee,  in  denying  official  recognition, 
to  the  Cartagena  drug,  showed  clearly  that  they  regarded  the 
proportions  of  emetine  and  cephaeline  present  in  ipecacuanha  as- 
having  importance  from  the  therapeutic  point  of  view,  and  surely, 
if  they  had  considered  Messrs.  Paul  and  Cownley's  method  of 
separation  of  the  alkaloids  as  uatisfactory,  they  would  have  adopted, 
its  use  in  ordering  a  method  for  the  assay  of  the  ipecacuanha 
galenicals. 

I  need  hardly  say  that  I  did  not  make  the  stafement  referred 
to  without  having  had^personal  experience  of  the  method  of  assay 
referred  to.  My  experience  goes  to  show  considerable  difficulty 
in  making  the  sum  of  the  separated  alkaloids  equal  t:>  the  total, 
amount  extracted  by  ether,  the  loss  being,  in  my  opinion,  partly 
due  to  the  large  accumulation  of  alkaline  soda  liquid  from  which 
the  cephaeline  has  to  be  removed. 

I  may  add  that  the  method,  as  described  by  Messrs.  Paul  and. 
Cownley  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal,  4th  series,  ii.,  page  321, 
has  been  followed  by  me  as  closely  as  possible,  entirely  with  the 
object  of  making  it  work,  and  not  by  any  means  in  a  hypercritical 
spirit.  I  may  say,  too,  that  I  believe  I  am  not  alone  in  having  found 
some  difficulty  in  obtaining  concordant  results  in  the  separation 
and  determination  of  the  alkaloids,  in  testimony  of  which  I  would 
refer  Mr.  Cownley  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Umuey's  piper  on  Johore  ipecac,, 
road  before  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  in  July,  1899. 
As  I  regard  Mr.  Cownley  as  an  absolute  authority  on  the  chemistry 
of  ipecac-root,  if  he  will  assure  me  that  he  considers  his  method 
perfectly  and  reliably  applicable  to  the  assay  of  the  fluid  extract 
of  the  drug,  I  will  at  once  reconsider  the  remark  which  appears  to 
have  given  him  offence,  and  forthwith  proceed  to  make  further 
trials  of  the  method  in  question. 


H>eatb0. 

Corrie. — At  11  St.  Mary's  Street,  Bedford,  on  February  14- 
Mrs.  Isabella  Ann  Corrie,  chemist  and  druggist,  widow  of 
the  late  Mr.  Charles  Corrie,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  83, 

Macbride. — At  Rutherglen,  on  February  23,  Mr  Robert 
Macbride,  chemist  and  druggist,  after  a  lingering  illness  of 
two  years.    Aged  32. 

McIntosh. — At  Huntly,  N.B.,  on  February  18.  Mr.  Jamea 
Mcintosh,  chemist  and  druggist.  Mr.  Mcintosh  was  a  native 
of  Keith,  and,  after  his  apprenticeship,  came  south  and 
passed  the  Modified  examination  in  1869.  From  a  situation, 
in  Brighton  he  went,  shortly  after  his  qualification,  to 
Huntly,  and  began  business  as  a  chemist  and  druggist,  and 
though  slowly,  he  steadily  built  up  a  valuable  connection, 
being  highly  esteemed  by  the  whole  community  on  account 
of  his  geniality  and  talents.  Mrs.  Mcintosh  and  one 
daughter  and  five  sons  survive  him. 

Reid. — At  West  Austruther,  on  February  17,  Mr.  David 
Stevenson  Reid,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  Aged  75.  Mr. 
Reid  was  a  native  of  Austruther,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
lot  of  candidates  who  passed  the  Major  examination  in  Edin- 
burgh under  the  Act  of  1852.  He  was  related  to  the  late 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Smith  &  Govan,  St.  Andrews,  and  served  his 
apprenticeship  there.  Mr.  Smith  started  a  branch  in 
St.  Andrews,  of  which  Mr.  Reid  ultimately  became  pro- 
prietor, and  he  carried  on  the  business  for  some  years,  but 
afterwards  went  elsewhere,  starting  business  in  different 
parts  of  the  country.  Latterly  his  healih  broke  down,  ani 
for  a  considerable  time  he  had  been  unable  to  earn  a  living. 
Deceased,  who  was  a  cousin  of  Sir  Wemyss  Reid,  leaves  a. 
widow,  who  is  in  delicate  health. 

Trezise.— On  February  18,  at  Birkenhead,  Mr.  Octavius 
Edward  Trezise,  chemist  and  druggist,  formtriy  of  Welling- 
borough.   Aged  82. 


The  Gladiators'  Triumph. 

The  citizens  and  consuls  who  turned  their  faces  to  the  artist  are  (from  left  to  right) 
Dr.  Westcott,  Mr.  W.  G.  Cross,  Mr.  John  Harrison  (but  not  the  gentleman  of  the  Privy 
Council),  Mr.  J.  R.  Hill,  Mr.  J.  W.  Sutherland,  Mr.  Newsholme,  Mr.  Bremridge,  Mr.  Carteighe, 
Professor  Thorpe,  and  Mr.  Walter  Hills. 


In  days  gone  by  King  Nero  called  the  tune, 

His  puppets  danced  while  Rome  was  burning  red, 

And  gladiatorial  hidi  all  were  strewn 
With  bodies  of  the  dying  and  the  dead ; 

While  Caligula,  Agrippina's  son, 

Did  nameless  deeds,  that  his  blood-lust  be  fed. 

Thus,  are  we  told,  did  they  in  ancient  days, 

When  Rome  was  great,  and  Csesars  held  the  sway  ; 

But  now  we  damn  these  times  with  faint  dispraise, 
Refinement  rules,  and  Death  is  held  at  bay  ; 

We've  reached  the  cultured,  intellectual  phase 
When  Privy  Councils  rule  us  as  they  may. 

The  modern  Charon  now  finds  that  his  freight 
Is  not  of  those  that  fight  with  Man,  and  fail, 

But  bodies  vanquished  by  th'  insidious  bait 
That  oilshops  throw  them  ;  the  Carbolic  Pail, 

The  Keg  of  Arsenic  or  Nicotine  that  Fate 
Placed  handy,  open,  tempting,  free  of  sale. 


"  But  these  same  poisons,"  now  the  Learned  Six 
Say,  "  to  all  must  be  freely  given." 

'Tis  thus  Valerius  Crossius  seeks  to  fix 

His  fangs  upon  the  throat  of  Lonely  Seven, 

And  Brutus  Dobbsius,  with  strenuous  kicks, 
Plants  "  T.  P.  S."  upon  the  plinth  of  Heaven. 

The  recreant  Tilden  (biting  hand  that  fed). 
The  learned  Thorpe,  the  Stevensonian  Seer, 

To  permanent  officialdom  have  made 

Abject  surrender ;  at  the  Craft  they  sneer. 

"  Discretion's  not  required,"  the  Wise  Ones  said, 
"  To  poison  millions  ;  surely  that  is  clear." 

Thus  we  revert  to  days  of  ancient  Rome, 
Now  in  the  Arena,  gladiators  three 

Slay  countless  victims,  rob  the  hearth  and  home, 
To  give  the  Seedsman  and  the  Florist  fee, 

"  What  matters  it  we'll  sport  the  Poison-gnome, 
Perchance  the  profit  then  will  come  to  me." 


An  Austrian  Boy-wonder. — Dolo  Falk,  the  5-year-old 
son  of  Bernard  Falk,  apothecary,  of  Stanislau,  is  the  chess- 
champion  of  the  neighbourhood.  He  has  beaten  many 
veterans  at  the  great  game  who  have  gone  to  play  with  him, 
and  has  evidently  a  greater  future  before  him  than  can  be 
achieved  by  sticking  to  his  father's  profession. 

Italian  Alcohol  in  1901-2. — Out  of  the  twenty-two 
factories  existing  in  Italy  for  the  purpose  of  producing 
alcohol  out  of  cereals,  starch-stuffs,  and  beet,  only  seventeen 
were  at  work,  and  produced  1,259,461  litres  of  alcohol ;  and 
of  6,637  factories  of  second  class,  producing  alcohol  from 
wine  or  grape-skins,  3,307  were  at  work,  and  produced 
6  325,385  litres  of  alcohol.    Total,  7,581,846  litres. 


Dispensing  Classes  have  been  started  by  the  Canterbury 
Pharmaceutical  Association  (N.Z.)  for  apprentices,  &c.  To 
stimulate  interest  in  the  classes  two  prizes  are  offered. 
It  is  thought  that  this  action  of  the  Association  will  conduce 
to  an  improvement  in  the  percentage  of  passes  in  practical 
pharmacy,  which  is  at  present  low. 

New  Persian  Customs  Tariff. — A  copy  has  been 
received  at  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  new  Persian  Customs 
Tariff  (in  French)  which  came  into  force  on  February  14. 
The  Board  of  Trade  propose  to  publish  a  translation  of  the 
tariff  in  their  weekly  Journal,  and  in  the  meantime  the 
original  may  be  consulted  at  the  offices  of  the  Commercial 
Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board. 
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The  Poisons  Committee's  Report 

Is  perhaps  to  chemists  the 
most  interesting  document  which  has  been  published  since 
1833,  or  at  all  events  since  the  legal  discussions  in  the  London 
and  Provincial  Stores  case  in  1830.  Setting-  aside  for  the 
moment  the  consideration  of  the  important  legislative  issue 
involved,  and  viewing  the  contest  merely  as  a  dialectical 
entertainment,  I  feel  pretty  safe  in  advising  any  politically 
minded  pharmacist  to  venture  one-and-sixpence  on  this 
report.  He  will  get  as  much  reading  in  it  as  in  an  ordinary 
three-volume  novel,  and  all  of  it  will  be  of  special  concern 
to  him.  Some  of  the  evidence,  too — that,  especially,  which 
bears  on  the  increasing  use  of  chemicals  in  agriculture  and 
horticulture — will  assuredly  arouse  a  good  eighteenpenny- 
worth  of  cupidity  in  the  properly  balanced  pharmaceutical 
mind  which  should  bring  forth  fruit  a  hundredfold. 

The  Chemist  Representatives 

on  the  Committee  held  their 
own,  I  think,  from  beginning  to  end.  Mr.  Hills's  minority 
report  has  been  read  throughout  the  trade,  and  I  should 
think  it  has  been  generally  recognised  that  it  most  skilfully 
defends  the  present  statutory  position  of  the  poison-business 
against  a  very  formidable  attack.  But  I  am  not  now 
alluding  to  the  general  argument :  it  is  to  the  readiness  and 
skill  with  which  the  witnesses  were  handled  that  I  particularly 
refer.  In  these  respects  I  think  many  of  his  old  friends  will 
consider  that  the  late  Mr.  Martindale  exhibited  a  talent  with 
which  he  was  scarcely  credited. 

The  Fencing 

lay  naturally  batween  Mr.  Martindale  (and 
subsequently  Mr.  Hills),  on  the  one  side,  and  Mr.  Alexander 
Cross,  M.P.,  on  the  other.  "  Is  a  poison  any  less  dangerous 
when  it  is  in  a  sealed  packet  ? "  was  a  fair  sample  of  the 
methods  by  which  Mr.  Martindale  suggested  his  contention. 
"  Is  a  poison  any  less  dangerous  when  it  is  bought  from  a 
chemist  than  when  it  is  bought  from  a  florist?"  would  be 
Mr.  Cross's  response.  Thsse  adversaries  were  partisans 
professedly:  there  was  no  attempt  to  conceal  the  purpose  of 
their  questions.  Their  distinct  pDlicies  were  manifest  in  all 
their  inquiries  as  they  are  in  the  questions  I  have  quoted. 
There  was  one  other  gsntleman  on  the  Committee,  Mr. 
Harrison,  the  Privy  Council  official,  who  knew  exactly  what 
he  wanted,  and  who  has  got  it.  He  interposed  very  little, 
but  it  may  well  have  been  that  he  had  a  draft  very  like  the 
majority  report  in  his  desk  from  the  beginning.  The 
Chairman  (Sir  Herbert  Maxwell),  Dr.  Stevenson,  Professor 
Thorpe,  and  Professor  Tilden  were  the  judicial  members  of 
the  Committee,  and  it  is  fair  to  say  that  they  all  seem  to 
have  kept  an  open  mind  right  through. 

What  were  the  Considerations 

by  which  these  gentlemen — 
men  of  sound  judgment,  and  quite  able  to  see  through 
sophistries  and  to  appreciate  dangers — were  led  to  vote  with 
Mr.  Cross  ?  It  is  surprising  if  they  were  greatly  influenced 
by  the  evidence.  Much  of  this  was  unshrinkingly  confident, 
but  very  little  of  it  was  definite.  Oa  the  question  of  price, 
for  example,  several  witnesses,  led  by  Mr.  Cross,  were  quite 
sure  that  chemists  charged  dearer  than  other  tradesmen  for 
sheep-dips  and  such  things,  but  only  one  exact  figure  was 
extracted.  This  was  from  a  professional  sheep-dippsr  in 
Worcestershire  who  complained  a  good  deal.  He  uses 
Cooper's,  and  will  have  no  other.    The  makers  refused  to 


supply  him  direct,  and  he  pays  a  chemist  lid.  a  packet  for 
it.  Another  witness  told  the  committee  that  Cooper's 
wholesale  price  was  10s.  6Z.  per  dozen.  Then  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  dissatisfaction  which  prevails  with  the  law  as 
it  exists  at  present,  Mr.  Crawford,  "the  head  of  the  Intelli- 
gence Department  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,"  was  called. 
This  gentleman  proved  an  amazing  witness.  His  Board,  he 
told  the  Committee,  had  had  one  communications  on  the 
subject  from  the  Scottish  Chamber  of  Agriculture  and  one 
from  the  Ayrshire  Society.  He  believed,  but  was  not  sure, 
they  had  had  one  from  the  Highland  Society.  That  was 
all.  He  had  no  information  as  to  the  extent  to  which 
arsenical  sheep-dip  was  used.  He  did  not  know  what 
facilities  there  were  for  getting  it,  and  did  not  know  how  it 
was  charged,  though  he  had  an  impression  that  chemists 
charged  more  for  some  things  than  other  people  did.  He  had 
only  heard  of  one  accident  from  an  agricultural  poison. 
Those  were  samples  of  the  intelligence  which  crams  the 
Intelligence  Department  of  the  Bjard  of  Agriculture. 

Other  Witnesses 

there  were  who  were  much  better  primed. 
But  these  generally  had  SDmethiag  poisonous  to  sell. 
There  were  Mr.  Whiff  en,  with  his  XL-All  fumigator; 
Mr.  Pettifer,  with  his  sheep-dip;  Mr.  Mijor,  with  his  Eucryl 
disinfectants ;  and  Mr.  Lytle,  of  the  Boundary  Chemical 
Company,  with  his  weed-killers.  Then  there  were  Mr. 
Darlington,  a  shsep-dippjr  w'jd  wants  to  buy  sheep-dips 
cheaper;  Mr.  R.  H.  Smith,  Sscretary  of  the  Ironmongers' 
Federation,  whose  members  want  to  sell  agricultural  poisons  ; 
Mr.  Cannell,  a  horticulturist  in  a  large  way,  who  wants  to  sell 
insecticides;  Dr.  Muir,  of  Glasgow,  who  wants  to  sell  poisons 
by  unqualified  assistants  ;  and  Mr.  Leggett,  who  still  grieves 
for  his  lost  trade  in  poisonous  patent  medicines.  Mr.  Beck,  the 
photographic  dealer,  and  Mr.  Le  Neve  Foster,  the  manager  of 
F.  C.  Calvert  &  Co. — men  whose  interests  would  seem  to  be 
in  favour  of  a  change  of  th e  law — scarcely  pressed  for  any 
relaxation  of  the  Pharmacy  Aci.  The  former  admitted  that 
there  was  but  little  hardship  to  photographers,  and  the 
latter  was  quite  satisfied  with  thing,  as  they  are. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Evidence 

was  abundant  enough,  but 
I  cannot  help  thinking  it  partook  a  little  too  much  of 
the  vagueness  which  characterised  much  of  that  given  on 
the  ottier  side.  There  was  plenty  of  discussion  concerning 
the  merits  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  but  almost  nothing 
as  to  the  origin  of  the  Pharmacy  A.ct,  nothing  as  to  the 
urgent  demands  of  Government  after  Government  for  a 
strict  regulation  of  the  sale  of  poisons,  nothing  as  to  the 
benefits,  if  any,  which  have  followed  scheduling,  and  not 
much  as  to  the  dangers  resulting  from  the  refusal  to  add 
to  the  schedule — a  consideration  which  could  have  been 
effectively  illustrated  by  the  history  of  carbolic  acid.  The 
case  for  the  chemists,  in  fact,  was  not  "  got-up  "  with  anything 
like  the  labour  which  Mr.  Cross  and  Mr.  Dobbs  had  devoted 
to  the  brief  on  the  other  side.  I  am  not  sure,  too,  whether 
the  Committee  was  not  in  some  degree  prejudiced  against  us 
by  the  streak  of 

Unctuous  Rectitude 

which  ran  all  through  the  pharmaceutical 
evidence.  It  is  not  necessary  to  particularise.  It  crops  out 
several  times  in  the  synopsis  of  the  evidence  published  last 
week  in  the  C.  Sf  D.  (and  I  understand  reprinted  for  the 
use  of  chemists'  associations).  This  sort  of  thing  goes 
well  among  ourselves  :  we  are  the  specially  educated  people, 
we  save  customers  from  themselves  and  their  ignorance,  we 
sacrifice  our  own  advantage  for  the  public  safety,  and  so' 
forth  :  but  Mr.  Cross  curtly  replies  that  a  label  on  a  package 
can  do  all  that  is  wanted,  and  the  Professors  seem  to  adopt 
his  view.  The  Registrar's  complaint  of  the  cost  incurred  by 
the  Society  in  carrying  out  the  law  is  amusingly  sympathise! 
with  by  the  Cocnmtttee  in  the  hint  that  it  might  be  relieved 
of  this  •'  unduly  onerous"  duty. 
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The  Poisons  Report. 

We  are  now  in  a  fairly  good  position  to  estimate  the  first 
impression  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Poisons  has 
made.  In  the  section  of  this  issue  beginning  page  365,  we 
collect  facts  and  opinions  bearing  upon  the  subject  received 
up  to  Wednesday  evening.  So  far  as  pharmacy  is  concerned, 
t  here  are  not  lacking  elements  of  uncertainty  as  to  the  principle 
upon  which  the  Pharmacy  Act  was  based,  so  that  Mr.  James 
Paterson's  historical  review,  reported  on  page  369,  is  timely. 
This  we  may  emphasise  by  recalling  the  fact  that  in  1851, 
when  the  Arsenic  Act  was  placed  on  the  statute-book,  Parlia- 
ment, while  deeming  it  necessary  that  strict  regulations 
should  be  adhered  to  in  the  sale  of  arsenic,  made  no  stipula- 
tion regarding  the  qualification  of  the  retailers.  When  fresh 
legislation  upon  the  sale  of  poisons  became  necessary,  the 
omission  of  1851  had  to  be  remedied.  The  qualification  of 
the  retail  vendor  then  decided  upon  was  made  retrospective 
so  far  as  the  Arsenic  Act  was  concerned,  so  that  between  the 
producer  and  consumer  a  safety-valve  was  placed.  The 
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Committee's  recommendations  practically  mean  the  repeal 
of  the  1868  enactment.  This  fact  should  be  kept  clearly 
and  constantly  in  view.  We  fear  there  is  a  tendency  to 
forget  it,  and  we  are  not  sure  that  some  leaders  in  pharmacy 
are  altogether  sound  on  the  principle. 

The  publication  of  the  report  has  awakened  considerable 
interest  in  the  retail  trade,  but  there  is  also  some  in- 
difference in  manufacturing  and  comparatively  little  in- 
terest in  wholesale  circles.  We  do  not  think  half  of  those 
who  have  had  the  opportunity  of  reading  the  report  have 
done  so.  This  indifference  in  the  trade  is  also  exhibited  by 
the  medical  journals.  The  Lancet  of  last  week  had  no 
reference  to  it ;  the  British  Medical  Journal,  however,  gave 
a  full  abstract,;  and  the  Medical  Press  follows  the  lead  of 
the  Lancet,  but  makes  other  reflections  on  the  poisons  in 
liqueurs,  which  doubtless  appeal  ^more  to  the  gifted  editor 
than  draughts  of  weed-killer.  The  daily  newspaper  Press 
is  on  the  whole  favourable  to  the  Committee's  recommenda- 
tions, but  we  do  not  find  in  them  that  intimacy  with  the 
subject  which  would  make  the  opinions  expressed  of  value. 
From  all  this  we  deduce  that  the  chemists  and  druggists 
of  Great  Britain  must  fight  their  battle  alone. 

The  nature  of  the  evidence  submitted  to  the  Committee 
does  not  improve  with  reperusal.  We  cannot  say  of  either 
side  that  the  witnesses  were  else  than  assertive.  They 
dealt  in  generalities,  and  even  those  who  made  specific  state- 
ments frequently  perverted  the  facts  or  had  no  references  to 
support  them.  If  it  were  possible  to  speak  of  the  evidence 
in  an  inquiry  of  this  character  as  "  faked,''  no  word  could 
have  been  more  appropriate,  but  we  are  far  from  thinking 
that  wire-pullers  assisted  in  the  selection  of  the  witnesses. 
Nevertheless  we  must  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  none  of 
the  old-established  manufacturers  of  sheep-dips  were  called 
to  give  evidence,  and  the  trade-witnesses  whose  opinions  in- 
fluenced the  Committee  represent  a  comparatively  insig- 
nificant part  of  the  industry.  In  this  department  the 
evidence  was  both  incomplete  and  partial ;  it  was  directed 
towards  the  one  end — viz  ,  to  discredit  the  qualified  class  of 
retailers  created  by  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  to  facilitate 
the  sale  of  commodities  made  by  the  witnesses.  With 
this  we  deal  specially  in  the  article  that  follows. 

The  incomjfieteness  of  the  inquiry  is  such  that,  in  the 
•event  of  Parliament  being  asked  to  sanction  a  measure 
giving  effect  to  the  Committee's  recommendations,  the 
matter  should  in  fairness  be  leferred  to  a  Select  Committee 
of  either  or  both  Houses.  But  even  that  step  should  not  be 
necessary  if  chemists  and  druggists  in  stock  districts  take 
the  trouble  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  their  Parliamentary 
representatives  facts  from  their  experience.  In  short,  the 
defeat  of  any  Government  measure  sanctioning  the  sale  of 
poisons  by  unqualified  persons  is  the  point  to  aim  for. 


The  Truth  about  Sheep=dip. 

The  evidence  upon  which  the  majority  of  the  Poisons  Com- 
mittee recommend  the  exemption  of  agricultural  poisons 
from  the  operations  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  is  of. such  a  flimsv 
character  that  special  attention  should  be  given  to  it.  In 
the  first  place,  it  is  necessary  to  consider  the  sort  of 
•witnesses  upon  whose  evidence  the  Committee  acted.  In  an 
inquiry  of  this  character,  involving  the  reversal  of  legal 
principle,  the  inquiry  should  have  been  of  the  most  com- 
prehensive nature,  and  the  witnesses  should  have  embraced 
representatives  of  the  manufacturers  of  sheep-dip  both  in  a 
large  and  small  way.  Of  these  the  names  of  Cooper,  Little, 
Lawes,  McDougall,  Tomlinson  &  Hay  ward.  Odams,  Tuson,  and 
Robertson  are  conspicuous  by  their  absence,  although  their 


goods  comprehend  practically  lOOper  cent,  of  the  made-updips 
sold  in  Great  Britain.    This  naturally  leads  to  the  question, 
how  were  the  witnesses  selected  1    Up  to  the  time  of  going 
to  press  we  have  not  been  able  to  discover  the  method 
of  selection  adopted  by  those  responsible.    The  most  used 
arsenical  dip  is  without  doubt  Cooper's,  and  the  quantity 
sold  must  be  enormous.    FrDm  pamphlets  which  that  firm 
distributes  each  year  at  the  Royal  Agricultural  Show,  con- 
taining lists  of  the  exhibitors  and  the  dips  they  use,  the 
proportion  comes  out  at  between   80  and  90  per  cent., 
which,  taken  with  the  assertion  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Cross  that 
Cooper's  dip  has  a  much  larger  sale  than  any  other,  confirms 
our  statement.  This  dip  was  mentioned  over  and  over  again  in 
the  evidence — was,  indeed,  the  pivot  of  the  sheep-dip  talk  ;  yet 
the  Committee  took  its  information  at  second-hand  instead 
of  going  straight  to  the  manufacturers  for  authentic  statistics. 
Mr.  Lytle  and   Mr.  Pettifer,  the  only  witnesses  selected 
from  the  manufacturers,  have  the  bulk  of  their  business  in 
other  lines  of  goods  than  sheep-dip,  and  we  feel  sure  that 
neither  would   pretend  to  be  representative  of  sheep- lip 
manufacturers.    It  may,  therefore,  be  said  with  fairness 
that  such  manufacturers,  as  a  class,  were  not  approached  by 
the  Committee,  or  at  least  did  not  give  evidence. 

The  professional  witnesses  as  to  sheep-dip  gave  singularly 
unconvincing  evidence.  The  head  of  the  Intelligence 
Department  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  admitted  that  the 
only  representation  made  to  the  Board  was  from  the  Scottish 
Chamber  of  Agriculture,  which  has  a  roll  of  700  members, 
but  professes  also  to  speak  in  the  name  of  fifty-eight 
Scottish  agricultural  societies.  The  representation  which 
the  Chamber  sent  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  was  to 
the  effect  that — 

The  restrictions  imposed  by  existing  statutes  ou  the  sale  of 
sheep-dips,  insecticides,  destroyers  of  vermin  and  disease-germs 
on  plants,  of  preparations  for  the  prevention  of  disease  in  potatoes, 
grain,  or  other  crops,  and  for  the  preservation  and  protection  of 
plants  from  disease,  confer  too  exclusive  a  monopoly  on  pharma- 
ceutical chemists.  That  these  articles  are  consequently  sold  at 
excessive  prices,  and  thus  the  expenses  of  agricultural  operations 
are  unduly  enhanced. 

This  memorial,  after  no  doubt  very  careful  deliberation  in 
the  Intelligence  Department  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  but 
apparently  without  a  thought  of  checking  the  extraordinary 
statements  made  in  it,  produced  the  following  opinion  of  the 
Board  : — ■ 

What  we  feel  is  that  all  substances  or  preparations  of  poisons 
which  are  used  for  purposes  of  agriculture  and  horticulture  shall 
be  exempted  from  all  restrictions  such  as  those  imposed  by  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

One  is  tempted  to  inquire  in  what  directions  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  Department  displays  itself  ;  it  certainly  is  not 
shown  in  its  dealings  with  poisons,  dogs,  or  the  Welsh 
Fusiliers'  goat. 

The  reasons  given  by  witnesses  for  wishing  free  trade  in 
arsenical  dips  were — 

(1)  Chemists  sell  at  higher  rates  than  other  traders. 

(2)  Scarcity  of  chemists  as  compared  with  ironmongers. 

(3)  Few  chemists  do  an  agricultural  trade. 

(4)  Chemists  adulterate  liquid  dips. 

In  regard  to  the  allegation  that  chemists  charge  more  for 
Cooper's  dip  than  other  traders,  it  is  only  necessary  to  state 
that  through  a  price-protection  scheme  which  Messrs. 
W.  Cooper  &  Nephews  established  some  fourteen  years  ago, 
the  minimum  pries  which  agents  miy  sell  at  is  Is.  a 
packet,  and  that  price  has  come  to  be  the  universal  selling- 
price.  The  evidence  is  therefore  wrong,  and  it  is  unnecessary 
to  consider  what  the  result  would  be  if  the  sale  were  thrown 
open  to  unqualified  tradesmen.  The  second  objection  stands 
on  no  better  basis.  It  is  estimated  that  in  Scotland  there  is 
one  chemist  to  2,000  inhabitants,  although  one  witness 
stated  that  in  places   one  can  go  100  miles   without  a 
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chemist.  Another  witness,  evidently  not  so  given  to 
exaggeration,  put  it  at  fifty  miles.  Our  own  experience  of 
Scotland  is  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  three  routes 
outside  forest  areas  where  a  chemist  would  not  be  struck 
every  five  to  ten  miles.  In  Great  Britain  it  is  estimated 
that  there  are  from  8,000  to  10,000  chemists  in  business. 
Mr.  Bowen-Jones,  of  the  Koyal  Agricultural  Society,  stated 
to  the  Committee  that  "  in  large  towns  such  as  Shrewsbury 
and  Oswestry,  and  places  of  10,000  inhabitants,  there  would 
be  a  chemist."  At  least  six  chemists  is  the  actual 
proportion  for  a  town  of  10,000  inhabitants.  The  statement 
that  few  chemists  do  an  agricultural  trade  is  probably 
equally  incorrect.  We  believe  we  are  not  wide  of  the  mark 
in  saying  that  3,000  chemists  sell  arsenical  sheep-dip  in 
England  alone,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that  an  examination 
of  the  books  of  the  large  sheep-dip  makers  would  augment 
rather  than  diminish  the  estimate.  The  assertion  made  by 
Mr.  Lytle  that  chemists  adulterate  liquid  dips  is,  we  think, 
an  exaggeration  on  a  par  with  the  same  witness's  statement 
that  "  where  the  chemist  (in  Scotland)  sells  one  packet  of 
Cooper's  dip  the  ironmongers  sell  500  packets."  Messrs. 
Cooper  have  always  made  it  a  point  to  confine  the  sale  of 
their  dip  to  chemists  as  the  legal  retailers  of  arsenic,  and  we 
should  not  think  they  supply  ironmongers  at  all.  It  is 
abundantly  obvious  that  the  evidence  upon  which  the  Com- 
mittee based  its  recommendation  for  reversing  an  important 
law  rests  on  a  slender  basis,  and  if  we  pushed  our  inquiries  a 
bit  further  it  would  doubtless  come  to  be  the  idea  of  a  single 
man.  It  will  also  be  noticed  that  the  opinion,  comes  from 
one  part  only  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  part  where 
fewer  sheep  are  bred  than  in  England. 

In  regard  to  the  transportation  of  arsenic,  many  loose 
statements  were  made  to  the  Committee.  Mr.  Lytle  said 
that  foreign  arsenic  comes  in  double  casks,  and  is,  therefore, 
safer  in  transportation.  The  only  foreign  arsenic  which  comes 
in  double  casks  is  the  small  quantity  which  reaches  this 
country  from  the  German  mines  in  Silesia,  and  it  is  so  sent 
on  account  of  the  railway  regulations  in  Germany.  The 
bulk  of  the  arsenic  used  in  this  country  is  produced  in  Por- 
tugal and  Spain  and  Devon  and  Cornwall.  The  quantity 
received  from  the  West  of  England  is  diminishing  every  year, 
owing  to  the  greater  cost  of  production  as  compared  with 
foreign  arsenic.  Mr.  Alexander  Cross  referred  to  the  pro- 
duction of  sulphide  of  arsenic  at  Glasgow  in  the  purifica- 
tion of  sulphuric  acid,  which,  according  to  him,  is  sent  out 
to  some  makers  of  sheep-dip.  Sulphide  of  arsenic  is  quite 
useless  in  a  sheep-wash ;  it  fulfils  no  better  purpose  than 
would  yellow  ochre,  and,  as  far  as  we  are  aware,  it  is  not 
used  by  any  of  the  large  manufacturers  of  sheep-dip.  One 
witness  said  that  sheep-dips  were  not  contemplated  by  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1868 ;  but  as  one  arsenical  dip  had 
at  that  time  been  made  for  twenty-five  years,  and  the 
minutes  of  the  House  of  Commons  Committee  of  1865  were 
available,  the  Privy  Council  Committee  should  not  have 
attached  importance  to,  the  opinion.  The  head  of  the 
Intelligence  Department  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  did  not 
know  how  many  years  sheep- dips  have  been  in  use,  nor 
what  quantity  of  dip  is  used  in  a  year.  What  in  the  world 
is  Mr.  Crawford  "head  "  for  1  We  should  have  thought  that 
so  responsible  an  officer,  whose  department  had  something 
to  do  with  the  initiation  of  the  inquiry,  would  have  not 
only  posted  himself  on  the  subject  before  being  called  as  a 
witness,  but,  by  preliminary  correspondence  with  all  parties 
interested,  and  especially  the  known  manufacturers  of 
sheep-dips  and  other  agricultural  poisons,  would  have  secured 
such  evidence  as  would  have  put  the  true  state  of  affairs 
before  the  Committee,  instead  of  a  garbled  and  unintelligible 
pourirayal  of  petty  grievances  and  trade  axe-grinding. 


The  Stock  Shriek. 

A  variation  of  the  well-worn  diatribes  against  unregistered 
prescribing  was  emitted  by  Mr.  A.  M.  Connell,  F.R.C.S.,  on 
February  20,  in  the  University  College,   Sheffield.  The 
occasion  was  the  seventh  of  a  series  of  health  lectures 
promoted  by  the  Nether  Hallam  Health  Association,  and 
the  subject  was  "  Disasters  of  Amateur  Medicine."    In  his 
lecture,  which  must  have  been  an  amusing  one,  Mr.  Connell 
attacked  quack  healers  of  cancer,  amateur  bone-setters,  and 
"the  dispensing  chemist."    The  victims  of  the  cancer-curer 
(unregistered,  of  course),  are  deserving  of  the  greatest 
sympathy,  the  malignant  growth  being  invariably  irritated 
by  their  stock-in-trade  drug,  arsenic.   Bone-setters,  according 
to  the  medico,  are  excellent  but  misguided  persons.  They 
are  often  very  successful  masseurs,  but  may  inflict  serious 
injury  in  replacing  limbs.    Literature  such  as  "  Everyone 
his  own  doctor"  is  banal.    "It  is  a  notorious  fact,"  added 
the  lecturer  "that  medical  men  never  treat  themselves." 
We  are  not  quite  clear  whether  this  is  meant  to  infer  that 
the  medical  man  has  not  sufficient  confidence  in  himself 
to  entrust  his  own  body  to  uncertain  treatment  or  that  it 
is  only  put  forward  as  a  general  warning  against  self- 
medication.    The  first  surmise  is  probably  the  correct  one, 
knowing,  as  all  pharmacists  do,  the  fallibility  of  the  ordinary 
medical  man,  but  the  second  is  probably  what  Mr.  Connell 
intended  to  convey  to  his  audience.      His  most  solemn 
warning,  however,  was  against  "  the  growing  and  dangerous 
evil  of  consulting  the  dispensing  chemist,"  who  he  said  is 
as  ignorant  of  disease  as  his  audience — which  was  compli- 
mentary to  his  audience.  The  chemist's  knowledge,  according 
to  the  Sheffield  Solon,  is  no  more  profound  on  the  subject  of 
medicine  than  the  student  of  medicine  who  has  completed 
his  first  year.    He  is  "an  individual  versed  in  the  art  of 
mixing  medicines  from  prescriptions — when  he  can  read 
them,  for  we  doctors  are  notoriously  bad  writers — and  is  so 
conversant  with  the  physical  properties  of  the  drugs,  their 
strengths,  doses,  and  incompatibilities,  that  the  public  are 
safeguarded  against  the  errors  of  the  doctors — we  are  none 
of  us  infallible."    Commenting  on  this  lecture,  "  A  suburban 
chemist "  retorts  on  Mr.  Connell  rather  neatly  in  a  local 
newspaper.    He  points  out  that  in  speaking  of  "  dispensing 
chemists,"  Mr.  Connell  probably  meant "  prescribing  chemists," 
and  reminds  him  of  the  many  prescribing  chemists  who 
have  become  medical  men.     Furthermore,  he  says  the 
chemist  (who  is  only  capable  of  dispensing  the  prescription 
evolved  from  the  brain  of  the  by-no-means-infallible  medical 
man)  can  easily  retaliate  by  asking  where  the  medical  man 
acquired  his  knowledge  of  dispensing.     It  is  not  in  any 
medical  curriculum,  and  yet  there  are  few  medical  men  in 
Sheffield  who  do  not  dispense  their  own  prescriptions,  or  who 
leave  them  for  some  very  incompetent  persons  to  dispense. 
It  is  the  old  controversy  which  no  amount  of  laudatory 
oblations  at  pharmaceutical  dmners  appears  to  be  able  to 
settle.    "  A  Suburban  Chemist"  was  promptly  "replied"  to 
by  "Surgeon,"  who  pointed  with  triumph  to  Part  II.  of  the 
first  examination  for  the  M.B.C.C.  Eag.,  L.E.C.P.  Lond., 
where   "practical  pharmacy"    is  one    of    the  subjects. 
"  Surgeon "  was  most  indignant  at  the  suggestion  that 
medical    men    do    not    "  learn    dispensing."  Following 
"Surgeon"  a  long  letter  appeared  from  "  A  City  Chemist," 
who  quoted  Dr.  Hadwen  in  a  recent  lecture  on  the  fallibility 
of  the  medical  profession.    He  then  cited  the  Lancet  to  show 
that  prescribing  is  legal,  and,  as  the  public  go  to  chemists 
and  herbalists  to  be  prescribed  for,  it  is  not  immoral.  He 
also  rubbed  in  the  fact  that  practically  every  doctor  in  Sheffield 
does  his  own  dispensing.    "  M.  B."  and  "  Medicus  "  took  up 
the  tale.    The  former  admitted  that  the  average  medical 
man's  knowledge  of  what   constitutes  the  "  art  of  dis- 
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pensing"  is  as  vague  and  unsatisfactory  as  the  chemist's 
knowledge  of  medicine,  but  pleaded  the  prevalence  of  club 
and  contract  practice  as  making  the  supply  of  medicines  by 
physicians  "  a  financial  necessity."  The  communication  of 
"  Medicus  "  was  merely  a  "  damnable  iteration  "  of  what 
had  gone  before,  and  his  successor,  "A  Member  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  did  not  contribute  any  new 
argument  for  the  chemist.  "  M.  P.  S."  satirically  commented 
on  "  Surgeon's  "  statement  regarding  the  teaching  of  phar- 
macy in  the  medical  curriculum.  The  time  expended  on  the 
actual  teaching  of  pharmacy  in  some  universities  is  not  even 
three  months,  he  believed,  but  "about  fifty  hours."  The 
correspondence  still  continues  merrily,  but  "M.D.,  L.R.C.P.,'' 
who  sided  with  the  chemist,  is  the  only  man  so  far  to  suggest 
a  remedy.  The  chemist  has  a  real  grievance  (he  wrote)  and 
so  have  medical  men.  "  The  remedy  lies  with  the  General 
Medical  Council.  Let  the  Council  enact,  and  medical  men 
will  be  relieved  from  the  degradation  of  dispensing,  and 
chemists  in  their  turn  will  be  raised  from  the  unfortunate 
position  of  being  driven  to  make  their  livings  as  quacks." 

The  Tactics  of  a  Law=maker. 

If  the  argument  in  the  action  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  against  Messrs.  Alexander  Cross  &  Sons  (Limited) 
may  be  regarded  as  a  fair  example  of  Mr.  Cross's  methods 
in  regard  to  poisons  law,  it  seems  desirable  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  Parliament  to  them.  Mr.  Cross  was  a  member  of  the 
Poisons  Committee,  his  interest  in  the  matter  being 
pecuniary  rather  than  parliamentary.  The  solicitor  who 
represented  his  business  before  the  Sheriff  at  Glasgow  is 
using  obstructive  methods  to  delay  or  prevent  the  real 
point  at  issue  being  tried — viz.,  that  Mr.  Cross's  company 
sold  a  preparation  of  arsenic  in  contravention  of  the  most 
embracing  and  important  section  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  from 
which  neither  retailer  nor  wholesaler,  chemist  nor  doctor, 
person  nor  company  is  exempt.  The  defence  in  the  case 
seems  to  consist  in  giving  the  supporters  of  the  law  as  much 
trouble  as  possible.  That  may  be  tolerated  in  a  quibbling 
lawyer,  but  when  it  is  done  on  behalf  of  a  maker  of  laws  it 
is  intolerable. 

The  Glasgow  Breakdown. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  Glasgow  and  West  of 
Scotland  Chemists'  Trade  Association  has  been  compelled  to 
abandon  the  minimum  prices  of  non-P.A.T.A.  specialities 
which  have  been  in  force  in  the  district  for  more  than  a 
year.  The  breakdown  demonstrates  the  impossibility  of 
maintaining  the  prices  of  proprietary  articles  unless  the 
manufacturers  and  agents  for  them  combine  with  retailers 
and  wholesalers  to  maintain  the  prices.  This  is  the  first 
occasion  on  which  any  large  local  measure  has  been 
attempted  in  this  country.  The  failure  is  probably  due  to 
the  fact  that  Boots  (Limited)  have  opened  a  shop  in  Glas- 
gow. This  company  give  a  provisional  undertaking  to 
adhere  to  the  rates,  but,  in  common  with  others,  that  under- 
taking has  been  withdrawn,  and  the  headlong  rush  for  lower 
prices  has  followed.  It  may  be  noted  that  Boots  (Limited) 
are  amongst  the  supporters  of  the  P.A.T.A.  plan. 

Liability  of  Little  Liver=piils. 

The  following  wording  on  label  was  some  time  ago 
declared  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to  be  "  not  liable  " 
to  duty ;  now,  says  the  Anti-cutting  Record,  it  is  declared  to 
be  liable  :  — 

Little  Liver-pills. 

D  ose  :  The  ordinary  dose  for  an  adult  is  one  every  night,  or 
two  may  be  taken  every  alternate  night. 
In  obstinate  cases  three  may  be  required. 

Our  contemporary  thinks  '•  in  obstinate  cases  three  may  be 
required,"  is  what  brings  in  the  label,  which  is  most  likely 


the  case,  and  it  is  as  well  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  titles  of 
popular  proprietary  articles  may  carry  liability  with  them. 
We  do  not  say  this  is  so  with  "  Little  Liver-pills." 

Working  in  the  Dark. 

A  subscriber  sends  us  a  copy  of  a  pamphlet  issued  by  the 
Chemische  Fabrik  auf  Actien  (vorm.  E.  Schering),  Berlin, 
N.,  on  pyro-soda  as  a  developer,  by  H.  Mudie  Draper.  We 
find  in  it  the  following  paragraph  : — 

It  is  a  bad  practice  to  get  one's  developer,  or  any  solutions  for 
the  matter  of  that,  made  up  by  the  chemist.  We  do  not  suggest 
that  he  will  make  it  up  incorrectly,  but  the  amateur  who  goes 
into  the  druggist's  and  asks  for  a  couple  of  bottles  of  developing- 
solution  will,  when  he  enters  his  dark-room,  be  working  in  the 
dark  in  more  ways  than  one. 

From  what  we  know  of  Messrs.  Schering's,  we  do  not  think 
they  can  be  aware  of  the  existence  of  this  statement,  other- 
wise they  would  scarcely  have  asked  chemists  to  distribute 
the  booklet.    However,  we  await  their  explanation. 


XTraoe  motes. 


Messrs.  Solport  Brothers,  188  Goswell  Road.  London, 
E.C.,  are  now  on  the  telephone  system— No.  4333  Central. 

Messrs.'  Geo.  Kahler  &  Co.,  29  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C  . 
have  been '  appointed  agents  in  Great  Britain  and  the 
colonies  for  the  sale  of  artificial  shellac  ("Daumin")  manu- 
factured by  Messrs.  Daum  &  Co.,  Wiesbaden. 

Messrs.  H.  &  T.  Kirby  &  Co.  (Limited),  14  Newman 
Street,  W.,  announce  that,  on  and  after  March  1,  many  of 
their  specialities  will  have  to  be  stamped,  and  they  offer  to 
exchange  the  old  for  the  new.  See  their  announcement  in 
this  issue. 

In  the  Merry  Month. — The  Chemists'  Exhibition, 
organised  by  the  British  and  Colonial  Druggist  (Limited ), 
will  be  open  at  the  National  Skating  Palace,  Argyll  Street, 
Oxford  Circu^,  W.,  from  May  4  to  8  inclusive.  Further 
particulars  are  given  in  our  advertising  columns. 

Iron-preparations. — Messrs.  Lorimer  &  Co.  (Limited), 
Britannia  Row,  Islington,  N.,  are  pushing  their  Parrish's 
Gold  Medal  Chemical  Food,  and,  in  view  of  recent  prosecu- 
tions, draw  special  attention  to  the  quality  of  their  pearl- 
coated  or  gelatin-coated  iron  pills.  A  written  warranty  is 
given  with  these  or  any  other  pills  of  this  firm's  manu- 
facture. 

To  Manufacturers  and  Others. — Full  particulars  will 
be  found  in  our  Coloured  Supplement  this  week  of  an 
auction-sale  of  the  machinery,  plant,  fixtures,  fittings,  and 
apparatus  belonging  to  the  estate  of  Messrs.  Allison, 
Johnson  &  Foster  (Limited),  of  Hull.  The  sale  will  take 
place  at  Hull  on  March  5,  and  it  may  pay  chemists  in  search 
of  bargains  to  make  it  convenient  to  attend. 

Dry  Batteries. — A  correspondent  of  the  Tunes  writes : 
"  I  have  lately  come  across  a  large  number  of  glass  cells  im- 
ported from  the  Continent,  and  now  being  sold  in  various  parts 
of  the  country  as  dry  batteries.  These  apparently  are  larger 
and  presumably  of  much  more  power  than  an  ordinary 
'•  E.  C.  C,"  or  "  Obach  "  cell,  but  when  tested  are  found  not 
to  give  out  one-third  of  the  power  of  either.  I  have  cut 
open  three  or  four  of  these  glass  cells  differing  in  appearance, 
and  found  in  each  only  a  very  small  battery,  the  remainder 
of  the  cell  being  filled  with  sawdust  and  resin  or  pitch.  I 
think  this  ought  to  be  exposed  for  the  benefit  of  the  public, 
as  these  cells  are  got  up  so  as  to  appear  to  be  a  bona-Jide 
large  battery."    We  hope  to  s  xy  more  on  this  question. 

On  the  P.A.TA. — During  this  month  the  following  articles 
have  been  added  to  the  P.A.T.A.  protected  list: — Spiritine 
(now  the  property  of  the  Crown  Perfumery  Comjsany) ; 
Cascara-Hawley  and  Savaresse's  capsules  (Messrs.  Evans 
Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Limited)  ;  Murray's  gout  specific  (Mr. 
W.  Gower,  82  Clerkenwell  Road,  E.C.) ;  a  series  of 
Grossmith's  perfumes  and  toilet  preparations,  including 
"Phul-Nana"  and  "  Hasu-no-Hana  "  ;  Archibald's  oatmeal- 
cream  (Illinois  and  Denver  Hygiene  Company,  44  King 
Wdliam  Street,  E.C);  and  Lemona  (Lemona,  Limited, 
13  Bartlett's  Buildings.  Holborn  Circus).  The  minimum 
retail  prices  of  Powell's  balsam  and  pills  have  been  reduced 
from  face  values  to  1*.,  2$.,  and  4;--. 
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High  Court  Cases. 

Ths  Willow-bark  Salicin  Case. 

In  the  First  Division  of  (he  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  c n 
(Saturday,  February  21,  a  motion  was  made  asking  their 
Lordships  to  send  to  the  Summer  Roll  a  reclaiming  note 
lodged  by  the  pursuers  against  the  decision  of  Lord  Kyllachy 
against  the  claim  cf  Messrs.  Schiltz  &  Co.,  willow-growers 
end  exporters,  Antwerp,  for  238/.  12s.,  from  Messrs.  J.  F. 
Macfarlan  &  Co.,  as  the  price  of  a  cargj  of  red  scorce  willow- 
peelings  sent  to  them.    The  motion  was  granted. 

Vinolia  Company  (Limited)  v.  Mordaunt  and  Knight. 

In  the  King's  Bench  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice 
on  Monday,  February  23,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  gave  judg- 
ment in  this  case.  It  appeared  that  the  plaintiffs  entered 
into  a  contract,  made  through  Mordaunt  Brothers,  with 
Knight  (Limited)  for  100  tons  of  tallow,  to  be  delivered  at  a 
certain  rate  per  month.  Subsequently  to  the  contract 
being  entered  into,  Mordaunt  Brothers,  who  had  made 
advances  to  Knight  before,  agreed  that  they  should 
make  an  advance  to  the  extent  of  70  per  cent,  on  the 
invoices  of  the  tallow.  Mordaunts  first  of  all  repaid  the 
advances,  and  applied  the  balance  to  their  existing  debt. 
They  went  on  making  delivery  from  time  to  time,  but  the 
plaintiffs  did  not  take  it  up  as  fast  as  it  was  said  they  were 
obliged.  Knight  sent  the  invoices  to  Mordaunts,  who  sent 
them  in  their  own  name  to  the  plaintiffs  in  another  form, 
adding  particulars  of  the  articles,  with  certain  weights.  Up 
to  a  certain  time  cash  was  paid  each  month,  and  then  bills 
at  three  months  were  given  After  a  time  the  plaintiffs 
found  they  had  not  had  all  the  tallow,  and  that  some  of  the 
articles  and  weights  never  existed.  They  therefore  claimed 
the  cash  they  had  overpaid  and  for  a  bill  which  had  been 
dishonoured.  The  Lord  Chief  Justice  was  clearly  of  opinion 
that  Mordaunt  Brothers  were  not  principals,  but  brokers  and 
agents,  and  were  not  parties  to,  or  responsible  for,  the  mis- 
statement of  facts  on  which  the  payments  were  made.  They 
were,  therefore,  entitled  to  judgment,  and  the  action  must 
be  dismissed  as  against  them,  with  costs.  On  the  applica- 
tion of  Mr.  Bankes,  his  Lordship  gave  judgment  tor  the 
defendants  on  their  counterclaim  for  257/.  10s.,  the  dis- 
honoured bill,  with  interest  and  costs. 

Ulster  Chemists  (Limited). 

In  the  Vice-Chancellor's  Court,  Dublin,  on  February  18,  the 
case  of  the  Ulster  Chemists  (Limited),  in  liquidation,  came 
before  his  Lordship  on  a  motion  by  the  liquidator,  Mr.  Smylie, 
to  have  several  witnesses  examined  who  were  concerned  with 
the  formation  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Gordon,  K.C.,  for  the  liquidator,  said  the  action  was 
taken  under  Section  115  of  the  Companies  Act,  1862,  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  Mr.  Gibson,  the  managing  director,  Mr. 
McKnight,  one  of  the  directors  of  the  company,  and  Mr. 
Dyson  and  Mr.  Pickering,  accountant  and  clerk  connected 
with  the  promotion  of  the  company.  Counsel  then  told  the 
story  of  the  company  from  its  formation  in  January,  1898,  to 
the  liquidation  in  1900,  and  said  it  was  owing  to  what  the 
liquidator,  Mr.  Smylie,  discovered  in  connection  with  the 
formation  and  management  of  the  company  that  these  pro- 
ceedings were  taken. 

Mr.  Samuel  Gibson  was  then  examined  by  Mr.  Gordon  as 
to  the  transference  of  his  five  shops  to  the  Ulster  Chemists 
(Limited).  He  got  4  6J0  fully  paid  11.  shares,  and  the 
balance  (6  911Z.)  in  cash,  for  the  shops.  He  took  back  those 
premises  when  the  company  went  into  liquidation,  at  the 
earnest  request  of  the  shareholders.  He  became  managing 
director  of  the  Ulster  Chemists  (Limited)  because  a  com- 
petent man  could  not  be  got  in  England  to  act  as  general 
manager.  When  the  company  paid  6  per  cent,  on  the  pre- 
ference shares,  and  2k  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares,  he 
believed  the  money  had  betn  earned.  Witness  got  no 
money  for  promoting  the  company,  and  no  shares  had  been 
transferred  to  him  by  the  promoters,  as  far  as  he  was  aware. 
It  was  the  purchase  of  the  Lurgan  bu-iness  that  took  awav 
the  capital  of  the  company.  During  the  two  and  a  half 
years  that  the  Ulster  Chemists  (Limited)  was  in  existence 


he  supplied  the  company  with  9,000/.  worth  of  goods  at  less 
than  ordinary  trade-prices,  because  he  wanted  to  make  the 
company  pay.  Owing  to  friction  with  the  managers,  who 
objected  to  the  central  depot  at  Belfast,  and  to  appointing- 
the  managers  under  agreements,  the  company  could  not  get 
on  a  proper  basis. 

Mr.  R.  W.  McKnight  was  next  examined.  He  said  that 
his  business  at  Carlyle  Circus,  Belfast,  was  taken  over  by 
the  Ulster  Chemists  (Limited),  and  he  became  a  director  of 
the  company,  manager  of  his  own  branch,  and  afterwards 
secretary  of  the  company.  Witness  admitted  that  all  the 
cash  received  from  the  public  was  paid  to  the  vendor,  and 
that  the  company  was  left  without  any  working  capital. 
He  agreed  to  go  to  allotment  on  condition  that  the  promoters- 
would  supply  a  working  capital  of  2,000/.  That  was  not  done,, 
so  that  from  the  first  the  company  had  no  working  capital. 
Witness  knew  that  Mr.  Gibson  supplied  goods  to  the  com- 
pany, and  he  thought  it  was  illegal,  and  said  so,  and  in* 
March,  1899,  a  resolution  was  passed  by  the  directors  to  the 
effect  that  Mr.  Gibson  could  supply  the  company  with  goods. 

The  other  witnesses  having  been  examined,  the  Vice-  ' 
Chancellor  said  he  did  not  think  a  case  had  been  made  out, 
but  the  liquidator  was  right  in  having  the  matter  investi- 
gated, and  would  be  allowed  the  costs  of  the  proceedings. 

Evading  the  Duty  on  Saccharin. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  and  a  special  jury  on  Monday, 
February  23,  had  before  them  the  case  of  the  Attorney- 
General  v.  Kramer,  in  which  an  information  was  filed  against 
Karl  Frederick  Krameo-,  chargirg  him  in  a  numter  cf  counts 
with  importing  packages  of  saccharin  under  the  description 
of  sulphate  of  aniline.  The  defendant  was  further  charged 
with  being  in  possession  of  saccharin,  and  with  beiEg  con- 
cerned in  dealing  with  it,  and  with  fraudulently  evading 
duties  and  customs.  The  defendant  was  present  in  court  irr 
charge  of  two  prison  warders,  and  he  put  in  a  plea  of  "  Not 
guilty." 

The  Attorney-General,  the  Solicitor-General,  and  Mr.  Daldy 
appeared  for  tte  Crown ;  Mr.  J.  P.  Grain,  Mr.  C.  W.  Kent, 
and  Mr.  Valetta  were  counsel  for  the  defendant. 

The  Attorney-General  said  although  the  cace  was  of  a. 
simple  nature,  it  presented  some  points  of  interest,  as  show- 
ing to  what  purpose,  so  far  as  the  revenue  was  concerned,  a 
little  chemical  knowledge  might  be  put.  The  general  nature 
of  the  charge  against  the  defendant  was  that  he  imported 
into  this  country  large  quantities  of  saccharin,  to  which 
aniline  had  been  added.  The  anilire  entered  into  combina- 
tion with  the  saccharin,  and  an  article  was  produced  which 
piesented  none  of  the  features  of  saccharin  except  to  a 
chemical  expert.  The  defendant  imported  large  consign- 
ments of  this  substance,  which  was  really  saccharin  anilide„ 
and  then,  by  a  simple  chemical  process,  separated  the 
saccharin  from  the  aniline,  and  proceeded  to  sell  the 
saccharin  which  he  had  so  extracted  under  various  descrip- 
tions, soap-powder  being  the  most  usual.  For  about  a  year 
the  defendant  carried  on  this  business,  commencing  almost 
immediately  the  duty  'on  saccharin  had  been  imposed — in 
the  summer  of  1901.  In  August,  1902,  the  attention  of  the 
revenue  authorities  was  called  to  the  fact  that  the  defendant- 
was  selling  saccharin,  and  his  premises  were  searched,  and 
he  was  arrested  and  the  present  proceedings  commenced. 
The  proceedings  were  taken  under  the  Finance  Act  of  1901, 
which  imposes  a  duty  on  sugar  and  sugar  substitutes,  and 
under  the  Customs  Laws  Consolidation  Act  of  1876.  The 
defendant  carried  on  business  partly  as  a  drug-merchant. 
He  had  an  office  at  11  Rangoon  Street,  E.C.,  and  a  ware- 
house known  as  Clyde  Works,  Aberdour  Street,  Eermondsey. 
The  authorities,  on  searching  the  premises  at  Clyde  Works, 
found  109  lbs.  of  saccharin  in  its  separated  form,  and 
797  lbs.  of  saccharin  anilide,  which  would  contain  about 
391  lbs.  of  saccharin,  or  500  lbs.  in  all.  At  Rangoon  Street 
740  lbs.  of  saccharin  were  found,  so  that  the  total  quantity- 
seized  was  1,240  lbs.  weight  of  saccharin.  At  the  latter 
place  they  also  found  a  bundle  o^  correspondence,  and  copy- 
letters  between  the  defendant  antl  M.  Givanden,  in  co- 
operation with  whom  the  defendant  had  carried  on  business, 
and  who  traded  at  Vernier,  near  Geneva,  Switzerland.  The 
complicity  of  the  defendant  in  practices  which  he  knew  to 
be  illicit  was  proved  by  these  letters.  A  copy  of  the  process 
for  converting  the  saccharin-anilide  into  saccharin  was  also- 
found  by  the  authorities.    The  defendant  previously  to  1901 
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]iad  been  in  the  employment  of  the  London  Essence  Com- 
pany, and  he  took  <  o  his  new  office  two  men  named  Brooke, 
■who  had  baen  with  him  in  his  previous  employment.  These 
men  were  introduced  to  M.  Givanden,  who  explained  to  them 
the  process  of  separating  saccharin  and  aniline  (see  C.  <*i-  D., 
September  6.  1902,  page  455).  Having  read  the  documents, 
the  learned  Attorney-General  said  the  penalties  which  the 
Crown  claimed  under  the  Acts  was  9,300/.,  that  being  treble 
value  cf  the  duty. 

Evidence  was  then  given  by  Mr.  Alfred  William  Starkey, 
of  the  solicitors'  department  of  his  Majesty's  Customs, 
bearing  out  some  of  the  facts  as  presented.  He  said  the 
■defendant  had  stated  that  he  took  the  responsibility  for 
what  occurred  at  the  Clyde  Works,  as  the  premises  were  his. 
The  process  which  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  followed 
for  unmasking  the  aniline  was  identical  with  that  used  by 
the  defendant. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Grain  (interposing)  said  he  had  informed  his 
■client  that  after  the  opening  of  the  case,  and  particularly 
the  reading  of  the  letters  (of  the  existence  of  which  he 
"was  unaware),  it  would  be  impossible  longer  to  contest 
the  matter.  The  defendant  had  placed  himself  unreservedly 
in  his  hands,  and  therefore  he  withdrew  the  plea  of  "  Not 
guilty." 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  Quite  right — the  case  is  un- 
answerable.   What  is  the  result? 

The  Attorney-General :  A  verdict  of  guilty  on  all  the 
counts  [fifty-four]  and  for  9  300/  penalties. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  (to  the  jury):  You  will  find  a 
verdict  for  the  Crown,  on  all  the  counts,  of  "guilty  "  against 
the  defendant,  the  penalties  to  be  9,300/.,  the  aggregate 
amount  claimed. 

The  jury  returned  the  verdict  as  directed. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  I  understand  the  defendant  is 
still  in  custody. 

The  Attorney-General :  Yes. 

Mr.  Grain  :  He  has  been  in  custody  since  August  13. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  Whit  do  I  do  about  that  ? 

The  Attorney-General :  I  think  he  remains  in  custody 
under  the  capias. 

Mr.  Grain  :  He  has  been  in  custody  since  August  13  in 
consequence  of  not  being  able  to  find  the  bail  which  was 
fixed.  If  you  make  the  order  that  he  is  to  remain  in 
custody  until  he  has  paid  this  9,300/.  I  am  not  sure  he  will 
€ver  come  out  of  prison.  There  is  an  alternative,  I  think, 
under  which  punishment  can  be  inflicted. 

The  Attorney-General:  There  is  no  desire  whatever  to 
proceed  oppressively  in  this  case.  The  defendant  remains 
in  custody  in  the  meantime,  and  if  he  will  show  he  is  really 
doing  what  he  can  to  liquidate  the  debt  the  matter  will  be 
considered. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  My  impression  is  he  is  ordered  to 
remain  in  custody  until  the  money  is  paid,  but  the  Customs 
make  arrangements  afterwards. 

The  Attorney-General :  That  is  so.  He  goes  back  to  prison 
under  the  capias,  and  a  writ  of  execution  will  be  issued  out 
which  directs  that  he  should  be  kept  in  custody  until  the 
judgment  is  satisfied.  There  is,  however,  as  I  have  said,  no 
desire  to  proceed  oppressively  in  the  matter.  I  ask  for 
judgment. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  Yes. 


The  Hot=\vater  Bottle  Case. 

At  the  Liverpool  Assizes  on  Saturday,  February  21,  before 
Mr.  Justice  Walton,  argument  was  heard  in  Priest  v.  Last, 
where  the  jury  had  previously  awarded  plaintiff  100/. 
damages  and  40/.  expenses  for  injuries  to  his  wife,  as  re- 
ported last  week  (page  309).  The  special  jury  had  disagreed 
as  to  whether  defendant  had  been  negligent  in  selling  the 
hot-water  bottle.  The  point  was  raised  by  Mr.  Horridge, 
K.C.,  for  the  defendant,  that  there  was  no  warranty.  De- 
fendant did  not  make  the  bottles,  but  only  sold  them,  and  he 
could  not,  therefore,  guarantee  their  fitness  for  the  purpose 
intended,  and  ought  not  to  be  held  responsible.  It  was  a 
case  of  caveat  emptor.  A  retail  shopkeeper  could  not  give 
a  warranty  of  the  goods  sold  by  him.  The  case  was  a  novel 
one,  and  the  makers  of  the  bottles,  an  American  firm, 
attached  considerable  importance  to  the  decision,  for  they 
sold  a  large  number  of  these  bottles.    Mr.  Justice  Walton 


promised  to  give  a  written  judgment  at  a  later  date,  with  a 
view  to  an  appeal. 

On  February  24  Mr.  Justice  Walton  gave  judgment. 
After  summarising  the  points  as  already  given,  he  said  the 
question  of  the  100/.  awarded  by  the  jury  was  quite  a 
different  matter  from  the  40/.  It  had  been  said  that  the 
100/.  could  not  be  recovered,  because,  in  the  absence  of  any 
finding  of  negligence  by  the  jury,  there  was  no  contract 
between  Mrs.  Priest  and  the  defendant,  and  that  therefore 
she  could  not  recover  for  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  breach 
of  warranty.  The  husband  bought  the  bottle,  and  it  was 
said  that  he  might  be  entitled  to  recover  for  breach  of 
warranty,  but  that  was  limited  to  the  expenses  to  which  he 
had  been  subjected — namely,  40/. — and  he  could  not  recover 
damage  for  what  his  wife  had  suffered.  There  was  certainly 
no  evidence  of  any  contract  between  the  wife  and  the 
defendant,  and  he  therefore  came  to  the  conclusion  that  as 
to  the  100/.  the  plaintiffs  had  failed.  With  regard  to  the 
40/.,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  buyer  told  the  seller  that  he 
wanted  the  bottle  for  use  as  a  hot-water  bottle,  and  did  it  in 
such  a  way  as  to  show  that  he  relied  upon  the  skill  and 
judgment  of  the  seller.  Therefore  the  Sale  of  Goods  Act, 
1893,  applied.  He  would  give  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  for 
the  40/.  for  breach  of  warranty.  The  plaintiff  Mrs.  Priest 
was  not  entitled  to  recover  for  breach  of  warranty.  This 
would  leave  open  the  question  as  to  whether  the  woman  was 
able  to  recover  for  negligence. 

Hi3  Lordship  granted  a  stay  of  execution,  on  condition 
that  notice  of  appeal  was  given  within  ten  days. 


Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

A  "  Henry  Squire's"  Assistant. 

At  the  Bloomsbury  County  Court  on  Friday,  February  20, 
before  Judge  Bacon,  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  sued  a  Mr.  Jones,  unqualified  assistant  at  "  Henry 
Squire's"  shop,  97  Leyton  Road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.,  for  a 
penalty  incurred  through  his  selling  poison.  Defendant  did 
not  appear.  Mr.  Yaughan  Williams,  on  behalf  of  the  Society, 
said  Mr.  Jones  was  a  man  of  great  versatility,  as  frequently 
he  became  Mr.  James — (loud  laughter) — and  was  employed 
by  Mr.  C.  C.  Reece,  who  trades  as  Henry  Squire.  He  called 
Mr.  G.  H.  Steer,  who  testified  that  on  November  28,  1902,  the 
defendant  served  him  with  laudanum  and  soap-liniment,  and 
gave  him  a  receipt.  Mr.  Harry  Moon,  clerk  to  the  Registrar 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  deposed  to  receiving  the 
bottle  produced. 

Judge  Bacon  (looking  at  the  bottle)  :  This  is  not  even 
labelled  "  Poison."    Those  I  saw  the  other  day  were. 

Mr.  Yaughan  Williams  :  That  would  be  an  additional 
offence,  your  Honour. 

Witness,  continuing,  deposed  that  the  bottle  was  sent  to 
Mr.  Tickle,  the  analyst,  who  also  stepped  into  the  box  and 
proved  his  analysis,  which  showed  the  stuff  to  contain  2  gr. 
of  morphine  per  fl.  oz.  Judge  Bacon  made  an  order  for  the 
5/.  fine,  and  costs  of  five  witnesses  and  counsel. 

The  Cross  Case  under  Section  17. 

In  Glasgow  Sheriff  Court  on  Friday,  February  20,  the  prose- 
cution, at  the  instance  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  of 
Messrs.  Alexander  Cross  &  Sons  (Limited),  seedsmen, 
19  Hope  Street,  Glasgow,  entered  upon  its  preliminary  stage 
before  Sheriff  Davidson.  The  charge,  which  we  stated  in 
detail  in  our  last  issue,  was  for  contravening  Section  17  by 
selling  arsenic  (an  ingredient  in  a  bottle  of  "  The  Balli- 
kinrain  ant-destroyer ")  to  an  unknown  purchaser,  and 
otherwise  ignoring  the  provisions  of  the  section.  Mr.  Peter 
Morison,  S.S.C.,  Edinburgh,  appeared  for  the  Society ;  and 
the  respondents  were  defended  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Messrs. 
Borland,  King  &  Shaw,  writers,  Glasgow.  When  the  case 
was  called,  Mr.  Campbell  stated  what  he  conceived  to  be  a 
difficulty  which  presented  itself  at  the  outset.  He  did  not 
know,  he  said,  how  they  could  cite  a  limited  company  to 
appear  in  a  court  to  answer  to  a  quasi-criminal  charge.  He 
asked  what  the  other  side  proposed  to  say  on  that  point 
before  proceeding. 

Mr.  Morison :  Nothing. 

Sheriff  Davidson :  I  never  heard  such  a  complaint  before. 
Mr.  Campbell :  Do  you  require  the  attendance  of  anyone 
on  behalf  of  a  limited  company,  or  can  the  compla:nt  be 
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proceeded  with  in  absence  2  Can  I  represent  a  limited 
company '! 

The  Sheriff :  A  director  of  a  limited  company,  or  the 
manager,  or  the  secretary,  may  represent  them.  A  limited 
company  cannot  be  represented  by  an  agent.  That  is  cer- 
tain.   Is  there  anything  further? 

Mr.  Campbell :  I  suppose  my  'friend  will  prove  his 
citation  1  [ 

The  Sheriff :  If  you  ask  for  it,  I  suppose  citation  will 
have  to  be  proved.  ' , 

Mr.  Morison :  There  is  prima-faciq  evidence  of  citation. 
My  friend  is  here  to  represent  the  respondents,  which  shows 
that  the  citation  is  all  right. 

Mr.  Campbell :  I  am  here  as  a  member  of  the  public. 

The  Sheriff  said  he  held  there  was prima-facie  evidence  of 
citation,  and  directed  the  case  to  be  called. 

Mr.  Campbell  said  :  I  am  the  solicitor  for  Alexander  Cross 

Sons,  and  I  tender  myself.  <  • 

Sheriff  Davidson  :  There  must  be  someone  who  belongs  to 
the  company. 

Mr.  Campbell :  I  am  an  officer  of  the  company.  The 
solicitor  to  a  company  under  the  Companies  Act  is  an  officer 
of  the  company. 

The  Sheriff:  What  do  you  mean  by 'a  solicitor  to  the 
company  ?    Are  you  exclusively  employed  by  the  company  1 

Mr.  Campbell :  Yes. 

The  Sheriff :  Do  you  mean  that  you  do  no  other  business  ? 
i  Mr.  Campbell:  Certainly  not;  but  under  the  Companies 
Act  as  a  solicitor  to  the  company  1  am  an  officer  of  the 
company.  Under  the  recent  Companies  Act  the  solicitor  is 
responsible  in  some  way,  like  a  director  or  a  secretary,  for 
any  infringement. 

The  Sheriff :  I  have  heai-d  that  argument  before.  A 
solicitor  is  not  entitled  to  appear. 

Mr.  Campbell :  And  do  you,  then,  hold.it  proved  that  the 
proof  of  citation  is  sufficient  here  ;'    I  submit  you  have  not. 

The  Sheriff :  I  hold  that  we  have  had  sufficient  proof  of 
citation.  Proceed. 

Mr.  Campbell:  Then  I  tender  myself  as  solicitor  to 
Alexander  Cross  &  Sons. 

Sheriff  Davidson  :  I  have  already  said  that  is  not  sufficient. 

Mr.  Campbell :  Then  if  you  will  not.  accept  that  as 
sufficient  there  is  present  Mr.  William  Cross,  a  director  of 
Alexander  Cross  &  Sons. 

His  Lordship  held  that  Mr.  William  Cross  could  represent 
the  firm,  and  the  case  was  proceeded  with.  ; 

Mr.  Campbell  said  he  had  objections  to  state,  both  as  to 
the  competency  and  the  relevancy  of  the  complaint.  His 
first  point  was  that  the  prosecutor  here  had  no  title  to  sue. 
The  complaint  was  brought  under  the  PhaVrnacy  Acts,  which 
were  passed  to  protect,  in  the  first  place,  registered  chemists 
from  other  people  trading  as  chemists  who  were  not  registered. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Society  existed  for  the  examination  and 
qualification  of  unregistered  persons,  and  there  were  certain 
provisions  for  the  sale  of  poisonous  drugs.  The  complainer 
here  was  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and 
was  appointed  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1852. 

Mr.  Morison  :  I  do  not  wish  to  interrupt,  but  I  think  my 
friend  must  not  be  aware  of  the  decision. ''of  the  High  Court 
in  the  case  of  Dr.  Smith. 

Mr.  Campbell  retorted  that  he  was  perfectly  aware  of  that 
case.  His  objection  on  the  ground  of  no  title  to  sue  meant 
that  the  Registrar's  want  of  title  arose  from  his  want  of 
interest.  In  Scotland  the  law  was  different  from  what  it 
was  in  England,  where  the  duty  of  prosecuting  devolved 
upon  the  Public  Prosecutor,  and  it  was  only  under  statutes 
where  authority  was  given  that  private  prosecutions  existed 
or  where  they  had  an  interest.  It  was  well-accepted  law 
that  a  private  prosecutor  could  not  prosecute  without 
interest.  The  complainer  here  had  no,  statutory  authority 
to  prosecute.  Under  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868  the  Registrar 
got  express  provision  to  prosecute  for.  offences  under 
certain  sections  of  the  Act,  but  no  power  was  given  to  him 
to  prosecute  under  Section  17,  under  which  the  present 
complaint  was  brought.  Until  they  got  down  to  Section  15 
of  the  Act  of  1868,  the  person  named  .in  the  complaint — 
Mr.  Bremridge — had  a  title  to  prosecute,  bat  when  they 
came  to  Section  17  there  was  no  provision  whatever -giving 
Mr.  Bremridge  that  title.  The  respondents  here  were  not 
alleged  to  be  chemists  or  to  be  practising  in  any  way  any  of 
the  trades  referred  to  by  the  preamble  of  the  Act.  They 


were  chemical  and  artificial  manure  manufacturers,  and  the 
article  which  was  alleged  to  have  been  sold  in  the  present 
case  was  a  bottle  of  "  Ballikinrain  ant-destroyer."  The  same 
point  came  up  in  that  [court  (the  Glasgow  Sheriff  Court)  in 
1895,  at  the  instance  of  the  same  persons,  when  the  Sheriff- 
Substitute  sustained  the  plea  of  "  no  title  "  on  the  grounds 
he  had  stated,  and  the  complaint  was  dismissed.  Nothing 
had  been  done  since  that  date  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
against  the  respondents.  In  1902  another  complaint  was 
brought  by  them  against  a  Dr.  Smith,  who  had  a  chemist's 
shop  in  the  East-end  of  Glasgow,  and  the  Sheriff  again 
sustained  the  plea  of  no  title  to  sue.  That  case  was, 
however,  taken  to  a  higher  Court,  which  held  that  Mr. 
Bremridge  had  a  title  to  sue.  He  would  point  out,  however, 
that  in  that  case  the  prosecution  was  against  a  person 
trading  as  a  chemist  and  not  registered  under  the  Pharmacy 
Acts.  They  were  bound  to  bow  to  the  decision  in  that  case 
as  far  as  it  went,  but  he  wished  to  point  out  that  the 
circumstances  then  were  different,  and  that  Mr.  Bremridge 
had  an  interest  to  sue.  In  such  case  it  was  only  reasonable 
that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  should  interfere,  but  it 
wonld,  he  maintained,  be  straining  the  decision  considerably 
if  it  were  to  be  held  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had 
any  interest  whatever  in  prosecuting  Messrs.  Cross  &;  Sons, 
whose  business  was  in  no  way  connected  with  the  Pharmacy 
Acts  or  the  purposes  for  which  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
was  formed. 

Sheriff  Davidson :  It  is  in  the  Society's  interest  to  prevent 
people  interfering  with  them  in  the  sale  of  poisons, 

Mr.  Campbell:  The  object  of  the  Society  is  very  clearly 
set  forth.  It  is  to  make  chemists  qualify,  and  it  is  in  the 
interests  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  get  as  many 
members  as  possible.  The  other  object  of  the  Society  is 
that  it  is  in  the  interests  of  chemists  and  of  the  Society  that 
only  registered  and  qualified  persons  should  dispense  drugs 
because  there  is  a  danger  of  people  being  poisoned. 

The  Sheriff  (pointing  to  the  bottle  of  "Ballikinrain  ant- 
destroyer  ") :  Is  not  that  said  to  be  a  dangerous  drug  ? 

Mr.  Morison :  There  is  enough  poison  to  kill  200  people 
there. 

Mr.  Campbell :  I  might  point  out  what  the  label  says  : 
"This  is  a  poisonous  compound.  Keep  it  out  of  the  road  of 
dogs."  (Laughter.)  That  is  hardly  what  you  would  put  on 
a  bottle  of  Fellows'  syrup.  It  is  perfectly  ludicrous  to  sug- 
gest that  such  a  thing  can  be  struck  at  by  the  Act.  The 
society  never  suggested,  and  never  will  suggest,  that  they 
have  any  desire  to  sell  substances  like  this. 

The  Sheriff:  I  know  the  whole  tendency  of  the  Act. 

Mr.  Campbell :  It  is  not  suggested  that  Messrs.  Cross 
k,  Sons  should  be  registered  as  chemists. 

The  Sheriff:  I  quite  understand  your  argument  on  that 
point. 

Mr.  Campbell :  It  is  simply  to  point  out  the  absolute  lack 
of  interest.    At  present  there  is  a  Bill  before  Parliament. 

The  Sheriff:  You  need  not  say  anything  about  that  just 
now. 

At  this  stage  the  Sheriff  asked  Mr.  Campbell  how  long  his 
argument  was  likely  to  last. 

Mr.  Campbell  answered  that  he  had  a  lot  of  objections  to 
make,  and  he  intended  to  state  them  fully. 

Sheriff  Davidson  said  that  in  that  case,  as  he  had  other 
work  to  attend  to,  he  must  adjourn  the  case.  He  would 
give  the  parties  a  whole  afternoon  a  fortnight  hence. 

The  further  hearing  of  the  case  was  then  adjourned  till 
that  day  fortnight. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Glycerin. 

At  Southwark  Police  Court  on  February  20,  before  Mr.  Paul 
Taylor,  Mr.  Jethro  Lardent,  herbalist,  of  321  Southwark  Park 
Road,  was  summoned  for  selling  glycerin  which  contained 
7  per  cent,  more  water  than  was  allowed  in  the  standard 
fixed  by  the  British  Pharmacopeia.  It  was  stated,  for  the 
defence,  that  the  glycerin  was  purchased  by  the  defendant 
from  a  well-known  grocer,  who  had  had  it  in  his  possession 
two  years.  Glycerin,  if  exposed,  was  a  great  absorbent  of 
moisture,  and  in  this  case  the  additional  water  had  not  been 
ad-ded.by  the  defendant,  but  had  been  absorbed  naturally. 
Mr.  Otto' Hehner  said  he  had  examined  some  glycerin  from 
which  the  sample  had  been  taken,  and  found  it  according  t> 
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the  British  Pharmacopu'ia.  He  had  carried  out  an  experi- 
ment by  placing  some  glycerin  in  a  glass  jar  exposed  to  the 
air.  In  one  night  2'7  of  water  was  absorbed,  and  in  eight 
days  a  total  of  106.  Mr.  Paul  Taylor  said  there  was  every 
ground  for  supposing  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  nature  of 
deliberate  fraud ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  was  a  sale  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser,  in  the  sense  that  he  did  not 
get  exactly  the  same  article  as  he  asked  for.  It  was  a  case 
properly  dealt  with  by  the  defendant  paying  12.;.  67.  costs. 


City  Court  Case. 

What  is  Beeswax  1 

IN  the  City  of  London  Court  on  Tuesday,  February  24,  before 
Judge  Rentoul,  K.C.,  proceedings  were  brought  by  Mr.  John 
Long,  137  Fenchurch  Street,  against  the  Du  Bois  Company 
(Limited),  47  Old  Street,  to  recover  the  sum  of  81.  3s.  4fi.  for 
beeswax  supplied.  Mr.  T.  H.  Aldous,  for  the  defendants, 
admitted  the  claim,  but  raised  a  counterclaim  alleging 
breach  of  contract  on  the  plaintiff's  part.  He  said  that  the 
beeswax  supplied  by  the  plaintiff  was  inferior  in  quality,  and 
was,  in  fact,  paraffin  wax,  or  Liverpool  wax.  Mr.  H.  H.  Fitch, 
for  the  plaintiff,  said  the  beeswax  was  sold  by  description. 
There  was  no  ground  whatever  for  suggesting  that  the 
plaintiff  had  supplied  paraffin  wax.  Mr.  Thomas  Barstow 
having  given  evidence  for  the  defendant  company,  Judge 
Rentoul  said  that,  in  the  face  of  the  correspondence  which 
had  passed  between  the  parties,  he  could  not  uphold  the 
defendants'  counterclaim.  They  had  written,  "  We  are  well 
satisfied  with  the  wax  sent  to  us,"  and  he  did  not  see  how 
they  could  get  behind  that.  Judgment  must  be  entered  for 
the  plaintiff  on  the  claim  and  counterclaim. 


Bankruptcies  ant)  jfailnres. 


Re  James  Wauc;h,  carrying  on  business  as  a  Manufacturing 
Chemist  at  18  Drummond  Street,  Glasgow,  under  the  title  of 
"The  St.  Mungo  Antiseptic  Company."— The  examination  will  take 
place  in  Sheriff  Fyfe's  Chambers,  County  Buildings,  Glasgow,  on 
March  2,  at  10  a.m. 

Re  Henry  Wemyss  Fielden  Allax,  101  High  Street,  Kirk- 
caldy, Chemist  and  Druggist.— The  trustee  in  the  sequestrated 
estates  of  this  debtor  intimates  that  a  first  dividend  at  the  rate 
of  3s.  Hd.  in  the  pound  will  be  paid  on  and  after  April  9  next,  at 
the  offices  of  Messrs.  John  Wilson  &  Sterling,  154-  St.  Vincent 
Street,  Glasgow. 

Re  Edward  Howdall  Hasselby,  55  and  57  Pevensey  Road, 
late  1  Eversfield  Place,  and  33  King's  Road,  and  1  East  Street, 
St.  Leonards-on-Sea,  Sussex,  Chemist  and  Druggist. — The  Official 
Receiver  gives  notice  that  it  is  his  intention  to  apply  for  his  release 
under  the  following  account: — Receipts:  Casli  deposited  with 
solicitor  for  costs  of  petition,  51. ;  sale  of  stock  before  Receiving 
Order,  51.  12s. ;  pawn-tickets,  1/. ;  book-debts  (debtor  estimated 
34-3Z.  18s.),  397.  5s.  9d. ;  surplus  from  securities  in  the  hands  of 
creditors  fully  secured,  45/.  0s.  Id. ;  other  receipts.  Return  of 
amount  overpaid  for  income-tax,  lis.  8r7,  Net  realisations, 
96/.  10s.,  as  against  343/.  18s.,  the  debtor's  estimate  of  the  value  ot 
his  estate.  Total  costs  and  charges,  23?.  14s.  6d. ;  allowance  to 
debtor,  10s. :  preferenential,  17/.  15s.  5d. ;  first  and  final  dividend 
now  declared  of  lOd.  in  the  pound  on  1,041/,  5s.  2d.  The  amount 
for  the  proofs  were  admitted,  43/.  7s.  8d.;  balance,  6/.  2s.  5d. 
The  debtor's  statement  of  amount  expected  to  rank  for  dividend 
was  1,139/.  14s.  lid.  The  Official  Receiver's  remarks  are:— "The 
book-debts  were  very  bad  ;  149/.  was  not  due  or  was  covered  by 
contra  accounts;  104/.  was  bad  or  statute-barred;  while  doubtful 
debts,  estimated  to  produce  40/.,  realised  30s.  only.  The  surplus 
from  securities  was  a  surplus  recovered  from  the  sale  of  Hicks 
Farm,  which  the  debtor  had  not  anticipated.  There  is  an  out- 
standing claim,  the  dividend  on  which  is  reserved."  Creditors 
can  obtain  any  further  information  at  the  offices  of  the  Official 
Receiver,  and  trustees,  4  Pavilion  Buildings,  Brighton. 

Re  George  Edward  Heaton,  39  Robertson  Street,  Hastings, 
Sussex,  Chemist  and  Druggist. — The  summary  of  the  debtor's 
statement  of  affairs  shows:  Gross  liabilities,  1,814/.  ?s.  M.,  of 
which  1,702'.  17s.  3<?.  is  expected  to  rank ;  net  assets,  493/.  14s.  Id. 
The  Official  Receiver's  observations  are  to  the  effect  that  bank- 
rupt commenced  business  in  1893  in  partnership  with  a  Mr. 
Squire,  each  partner  putting  500/.  into  the  business,  which  was 
carried  on  under  the  style  of  "  The  South  Coast  Drug-stores." 


The  partnership  was  dissolved  in  1897,  when  the  bankrupt  paid 
his  partner  25/,  and  took  over  the  assets  and  liabilities,  borrowing 
250/.  for  the  purpose.  He  paid  50/.  for  rent  and  some  of  the  more 
pressing  liabilities  (the  total  liabilities  at  that  time  being  about 
600/.),  and  the  business  has  since  been  carried  cn  at  a  loss. 
Debtor  gives  as  a  cause  of  his  insolvency,  "  Ill-health,  bad  trade, 
and  high  reut."  He  states  that  lie  has  been  in  negotiation  for  the 
sale  of  the  business  at  a  price  which  would  enable  him  to  pay  his 
liabilities,  but  that  the  negotiations  have  fallen  through.  On 
January  27  last  the  landlord  distrained  for  100/.  rent  and  the  sale 
under  such  distress  has  been  carried  out.  The  liabilities  include 
two  claims  amounting  to  1,061/.  4s.  5(Z.  for  money  lent.  The 
assets  are  very  considerably  over-estimated.  The  stock-in-trade 
has  been  distrained  upon  for  rent,  and  it  will  not  realise  a  balance 
for  the  estate  of  more  than  about  60/.  The  life-policy  is  for 
300/.,  and  its  present  surrender-value  is  125/.,  but  there  is  a  loan 
on  it  by  the  company  of  90/.  This  is  not  disclosed  in  the  state- 
ment, which  should  have  shown  that  the  policy  was  held  by  a 
secured  creditor.  The  furniture  is  claimed  by  the  bankrupt's 
wife.  The  debtor  accounts  for  his  deficiency  as  follows  ;— Excess 
of  liabilities  over  assets  on  January  3L,  1902,  150/.;  net  loss  (if 
any)  arising  from  carrying  on  business  from  that  date  to  date  of 
receiving-order  after  deducting  from  profits  the  usual  trade- 
expenses,  259/.  3s.  2d. ;  household-expenses  of  self  and  wife 
during  same  period,  150/.;  costs  and  expenses  of  illness,  seven 
months  entirely  incapacitated,  507.  ;  value  of  goodwill  of  business 
now  of  no  value,  600/. ;  total  amount  accounted  for,  1,209/.  3s.  2d. 


<5a3ette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Carter,  W.  R.,  and  Arnison,  T.  W.,  under  the  style  of 
Carter  &  Arnison,  Brighouse  and  Ragstrik,  Yorkshire, 
medical  practitioners. 

Sod,  T.  H.,  Leatbam,  W.  K.,  and  Driver,  T.  F.,  under 
the  style  of  Clay,  Dod  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  wholesale  druggists 
and  manufacturing  chemists. 

Holman,  H.  C,  and  Holman,  T.,  East  Heathley,  Sussex, 
surgeons. 

Vogt,  F.  W.,  and  Oberlander,  WI.  C,  under  the  style  of 
the  Modern  Medical  Publishing  Company,  and  C.  J.  Burt, 
Chancery  Lane,  W.C. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudications. 

Xsherwood,  Tames,  and  Edgar,  John  (trading  as  Isherwood 
&  Edgar),  Bolton,  Lancashire,  herbalists. 

Mitchell,  Andrew  (trading  as  Mitchell  &  Co.),  Dursley, 
<  rloucestershire,  chemist  and  druggist. 


IRew  Companies  8.  Company  flews. 


Crystals  (Limited). — Capital  2,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects : 
To  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in 
washing  soda,  soap  powder,  and  kindred  articles,  Italian  ware- 
housemen, oilmen,  grocers. 

B.  Whitworth  Hird  (Limited). — Capital  5,000/.,  in  1/.  shares 
(4,000  preference).  Objects  :  To  take  over  the  business  of 
advertising  specialists  carried  on  by  B.  Whitworth  Hird  at  London 
Street,  Norwich,  and  to  carry  on  the  same,  and  the  business  of 
printers,  publishers,  dealers  in  novelties,  patent  agents,  book- 
sellers, &c. 

Warner-Oliver  (Limited).  —  Capital  100/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  wholesale  or  retail  vendors 
of  hair  specialities,  hair-producers,  hair-dyes,  hair-restorers,  hair- 
tonics,  toilet  requisites,  chemists'  sundries,  and  patent  medicines, 
&c.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are  A.  F.  Brown 
and  S.  W.  Hagen.    Registered  office,  217  Piccadilly,  W. 

Telma  (Limited).— Capital  27,500/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To 
acquire  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  food- stuffs  carried  on  by 
A.  C.  Holzapfel  and  W.  H.  Goodall  at  Bembridge,  I.W.,  and  at 
57  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C.,  as  the  Telma  Syndicate,  and  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  food-stuff  manufacturers,  bakers,  confectioners, 
maltsters,  millers,  restaurateurs,  caterers,  &c.  No  initial  public 
issue.    Registered  office,  57  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C. 

Kirkcaldy  Oil  and  Cake  Mills  (Limited). — Registered  in 
Edinburgh.  Capital  10,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on 
the  business  of  seed-crushers,  oil-extractors,  manufacturers,  and 
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refinerB,  soap  and  candle  makers,  &c,  and  to  acquire  the  assets 
and  liabilities  of  the  Kirkcaldy  Spinning  Company  (Limited).  The 
first  directors  are  J.  Tait,  J.  Kellock,  P.  C.  Marshall,  R.  Mickel, 
and  J.  Dobbie.  Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  company.  Registered 
office,  196  High  Street,  Kirkcaldy. 

Powell  &  Barstow  (Limited). — Capital  6,000/.,  in  1?.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  take  over  the  business  of  surgical  and  veterinary 
instrument  and  elastic  hosiery  manufacturers,  druggists'  sundries- 
men,  manufacturers  of  abdominal  belts,  trusses,  and  indiarubber 
goods,  &c,  carried  on  under  the  style  of  Powell  &  Barstow  at 
58  Blackfriars  Road,  S.E  ,  and  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  W.  W. 
Page.  The  first  subscribers  are:M.  Cohen,  5  Disraeli  Road, 
Forest  Gate,  E.,  merchant ;  C.  C.  Skinner,  173  West  Green  Road, 
Tottenham,  N.,  bat-manufacturer's  manager  ;  W.  W.  Page,  sen., 
10  Dalberg  Road,  Brixton,  S.W.,  tea-merchant;  Miss  L.  E.  Page, 
10  Dalberg  Road,  Brixton,  S.W.  ;  P.  C.  Page,  10  Pancras  Lane, 
E.C.,  accountant ;  H.  S.  Bigby,  58  Blackfriars  Road,  S.E.,  gentle- 
man ;  and  E.  Conway,  8  Gaywood  Street,  S.E.,  clerk.  No  initial 
public  issue.    Registered  without  articles  of  association. 

Witham  Drug,  Wine,  and  Spirit  Company  (Limited). — Capital 
1,0007.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  for  300?.  the  business 
carried  on  by  T.  B.  E.  Tholander  as  the  "Witham  Drug,  Wine, 
and  Spirit  Company,"  at  11  Witham,  Hull,  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  chemists,  druggists,  wine,  and  spirit  merchants  and 
agents,  opticians  and  dealers  in  spectacles,  eyeglasses,  lenses, 
barometers,  thermometers,  hydrometers,  photographic  cameras, 
materials  and  apparatus,  optical  lanterns,  microscopical,  field, 
marine,  opera,  and  other  glasses,  nautical,  surveying,  and  surgical 
instruments,  incandescent  lime  cylinders,  &c.  The  first  sub- 
scribers are:— T.  B.  E.  Tholander,  40  May  Street,  Hull,  merchant; 
E.  Tholander,  41  Emmett  Street,  Limehouse.  E  ,  merchant;  Mrs. 
M.  da  C.  Tholander,  Villa  de  Portugal,  Woodford  Green;  Miss 
M.  P.  E.  Tholander,  Villa  de  Portugal,  Woodford  Green;  C.  J. 
Smith,  6  Mincing  Lane,  E.C.,  solicitor ;  W.  H.  Cooper,  Russell 
Place,  Old  Kent  Road,  S.E.,  mathematical  rule  and  scale  maker; 
and  H.  V.  Warner,  129  Pownall  Road,  Dalston,  N.,  optician.  No 
initial  public  issue.  T.  B.  E.  Tholander  is  to  be  one  of  the  first 
directors.  Qualification,  53/.  Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the 
company.    Registered  office,  11  Witham,  Hull. 

Salt  Union  (Limited). — The  directors  recommend  a 
dividend  of  6s.  per  share  on  the  preference  shares,  placing 
25,000/.  to  reserve  and  carrying  forward  2,000/. 

Condal  Water  (1900)  (Limited). — A.  petition  for  the 
winding-up  of  this  company  has  been  presented  in  the  High 
Court  by  Henry  Gaze  &;  Sons  (Limited),  and  is  down  for 
hearing  on  March  3. 

United  Alkali  Company  (Limited). — The  directors 
recommend  payment  of  the  preference  dividend  in  full, 
carrying  forward  about  83,000/.,  including  the  amount 
brought  forward  from  1901. 

A.  Millar  &  Co.  (Limited).  —  The  eighth  ordinary 
general  meeting  of  the  shareholders  was  held  on  February  19, 
when  the  directors'  report  was  adopted  (C.  4'  D .,  February  21, 
page  312).  The  retiring  directors  (Messrs.  W.  P.  Geoghegan 
and  R.  C.  Millor)  were  re-elected. 

Briton  Ferry  Chemical  and  Manure  Company 
(Limited). — The  report  for  1902  shows  that  a  net  profit  of 
8,315?.  was  made  during  the  year.  After  paying  interim 
dividend,  &c  ,  a  balance  of  7,706?.  remains  undivided.  The 
directors  recommend  that  out  of  this  a  dividend  of  Is.  6i. 
per  share  be  declared,  making  a  total  dividend  of  12|  per  cent, 
for  the  year. 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Company  (Limited). —  The 
report  for  1902,  states  that  the  profit  amounted  to  87,282/., 
adding  6,988/.  brought  forward  from  1901  (94.270/.),  and 
deducting  the  dividend  of  15s.  a  share  (28.125/.)  paid  in 
September  last,  there  remained  on  December  31,  a  disposable 
sum  of  66,145/.  The  directors  recommend  that  of  it  12,500/. 
be  written  off  for  depreciation  of  iixed  properties  and  plant ; 
that  37,500/.  be  applied  in  paying  a  dividend  of  1/.  per 
share,  bringing  up  the  dividend  for  the  year  to  1/.  15s.  a 
share ;  that  10,000/.  be  added  to  reserve,  raising  the  fund  to 
95,000/. ;  and  that  6,145/.  be  carried  forward. 

Sanitas  Company  (Limited). — The  fifth  ordinary 
general  meeting  of  the  shareholders  was  held  on  February  25 
at  the  factory,  Pixley  Street,  Limehouse,  E.  Mr.  C.  T. 
Kingzett,  F.I.C,  F.C.S.  (Chairman),  who  presided,  in  the 
course  of  his  speech  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  gave 
some  interesting  statistics  regarding  the  public  health  of  the 
country  during  the  past  year  so  far  as  they  bore  upon  ths 


company's  business,  and  stated  that  the  balance  to  credit  of 
profit  and  loss  account,  after  making  provision  for  bad  and 
doubtful  debts,  all  repairs  to  plant  and  machinery  and  other 
charges,  including  advertising,  adding  the  amount  brought 
forward  from  1901  of  2,167/.  2s.  2d.,  and  deducting:  income- 
tax,  amounts  to  15  529/.  18s.  M.    From  this  sum  3,476/.  8s.  8d. 
has  been  paid  as  interim  dividend  for  the  half-year  ended 
June  30,  1902.  leaving,  after  payment  of  directors'  fees,  a 
balance  of  11,094/.  10,i.  lid.    Mr.  Kingzett  told  how  this  is 
to  be  distributed  so  as  to  leave  practically  the  same  balance 
as  last  year  and  give  the  shareholders  7|  per  cent,  for  their 
money.    Then  he  proceeded  to  speak  of  his  latest  inventions, 
which  combine  the  thoughts  of  the  man  of  leisure  and  the 
chemist,  for  they  have  resulted  in  the  perfection  of  golf- 
balls — the  "  Ortogo,"  the  "  Ortogo  Singer,"  and  the  "  Skor  " 
— besides  the  formation  of  a  subsidiary  company — the  Im- 
proved Golf -balls  Company  (Limited).    Into  the  merits  of 
these  balls  we  may  not  enter,  tempting  though  the  subject  is 
to  11  gowfers."    The  capital  expended  by  the  Sanitas  Company 
in  connection  with  the  golf-ball  business  is  not  significantly 
large,  and  will  be  represented  in  next  year  s  accounts  as  a 
cash  investment  in  the  shape  of  5-per-cent.  preference  shares, 
and  a  certain  number  of  ordinary  shares  in  the  Improved 
Golf-balls  Company  (Limited).    Mr.  Kingzett,  speaking  for 
the  Board,  deeply  regretted  the  death  of  Mr.  M.  Zingler, 
who  was  from  its   commencement  associated  with  the 
direction  of  the  company,  and  they  have  appointed  Mr.  N.  F. 
Kingzett  (son  of  the  Chairman),  who  has  for  some  years  past 
materially  assisted  in  the  management  of  the  business,  to 
fill  the  vacancy  thus  created.    Mr.  Devon  Astle  congratulated 
the  directors  on  the  satisfactory  report  presented,  and  it  was 
carried  unanimously.    Mr.  R.  M.  Cunningham,  the  retiring 
director,  was  re-elected.    A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman, 
directors,  and  staff,  proposed  by  Major  Carter,  and  acknow- 
ledged by  the  Chairman,  concluded  the  proceedings. 


2)eeo  of  Hrrangement. 


Scott,  Albert,  trading  as  Scott's  Drug-stores,  Oxford  Street,. 
West  Hartlepool,  Drug-store  Dealer.  Trustee,  Wm.  G.  Sud- 
bury, Whitby  Street,  West  Hartlepool,  accountant.  Dated, 
February  19;  tiled,  February  21.  Liabilities  unsecured, 
117?.  0s.  1(?. ;  estimated  net  assets,  37?.  The  following  are 
creditors  : — 

£  s.  d. 

Bleasdale  &  Co.  (Limited),  York   21    0  0 

Goodall,  Backhouse  &  Co.,  Leeds  ...       ...    10    0  0 

Hall,  D.,  Leith   14    0  0 

Scott,  H,  Stokesley  11    0  0 


IRecent  Wills. 


Evans.— Probate  of  the  will  of  Mr.  David  Evans,  chemist' 
and  druggist,  late  of  135  Chepstow  Road,  Maindee,  and  of 
Llanbedr,  Mon.,  who  died  on  September  3, 1902,  at  Aberforth, 
Card.,  has  been  granted  at  the  Principal  Probate  Registry  to 
his  widow,  Mrs.  Margaretta  Jane  Evans,  of  Llanbedr,  the 
executrix.  The  gross  estate  is  valued  at  5,073/.  2s.  10d.,  and 
the  net  personalty  1,040/.  16s.  6i. 

Hall. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Robert  Henry  Fulstow 
Hall.  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  3  Peel  Street,  Hull,  who  died 
on  November  20,  1902,  has  been  proved  at  3,418/.  10^.  8i. 
gross. 

Mellin. — The  will,  with  a  codicil,  of  Mr.  Gustav  Mellin, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Wickham  Hall,  West  Wickham,  Kent, 
originator  of  Mellin's  Food,  who  died  on  December  18,  1902, 
at  Barmstedt,  Germany,  has  been  proved  by  his  executors, 
Mrs.  Emily  Mellin,  the  widow,  Ernest  C.  Bliss,  J.  J.  Pilley, 
and  G.  A.  Maull.  The  value  of  the  estate  was  sworn  at 
15,130/.  The  settled  property,  which  has  to  be  aggregated 
with  the  deceased's  estate,  is  estimated  at  204,993/.,  and  the 
value  of  the  deceased's  property  in  Germany  is  declared  not 
yet  estimated.  The  testator  gives  200/.  per  annum  to  each 
of  his  executors,  and  1,000/.  and  his  furniture  and  effects  to 
his  widow,  for  life.  On  her  decease,  the  ultimate  residue  is 
to  go  to  the  children,  and  half  the  estate  included  in  the 
settlement. 
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ftrafce  IReport. 


NOTICE  TO  BUYERS. — The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E  C. :  February  26. 

BUSINESS  is  by  no  means  brisk  on  the  drug  and  chemical 
markets,  although  values  are  steady  on  the  whole,  and 
without  many  changes.  The  most  important  feature  is  an 
advance  of  2d.  in  the  makers'  price  of  morphine,  owing  to 
the  higher  values  of  opium  in  Smyrna.  After  a  long  period 
of  quietness,  American  oil  of  peppermint  suddenly  came 
into  prominence  again,  owing  to  a  weak  holder  having  dis- 
posed of  a  fair  quantity  at  an  exceptionally  low  figure  ; 
subsequently  prices  were  advanced.  Cod-liver  oil  continues 
to  be  the  subject  of  much  concern,  and,  although  there  is 
some  inquiry  for  spot  parcels,  little  actual  business  is 
reported.  Quinine  has  improved  in  second-hands  in  con- 
sequence of  the  advance  in  the  unit  of  bark  at 
Amsterdam  to-day.  Citric  acid  is  dearer,  and  makers  are 
not  sellers  forward  at  present  prices ;  tartaric  acid  and 
cream  of  tartar  are  very  firm.  Crude  camphor  is  tending 
firmer,  and  German  refiners  announce  a  slight  advance. 
Menthol  is  also  firmer,  and  cables  from  Japan  indicate  great 
scarcity  there.  Both  vanilla  and  cinnamon  are  lower.  The 
subjoined  table  shows  the  principal  fluctuations  of  the 
week  : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Cinchona 

Acid,  citric 

Oil,  castor 

Arrowroot] 

Cochineal 

Camphor 

Soda  nitrate 

Cinnamon 

Morphine 

(German) 

Vanilla 

Wax 

Menthol 

(Japanese) 

Opium 

Quinine  (sec. 

hands) 

Java  Government  Cinchona. 

The  report  of  the  Java  Government  cinchona-plantations,  for 
the  third  quarter  of  1902,  states  that  the  period  under  review  was 
characterised  by  extreme  drought,  such  as  had  not  been  known 
since  1891.  In  most  districts  the  rainfall  was  less  than  2  inches, 
as  compared  with  an  average  of  about  11  inches  during  the 
corresponding  quarter  of  the  last  five  years.  Although  the 
drought  has  a  very  favourable  effect  on  the  plantations  which 
have  already  reached  the  productive  stage,  the  reverse  was  the  case 
with  the  youDg  plantations,  where  a  large  proportion  of  plants 
died  in  consequence  of  the  drought. 

Contrary  to  the  experience  of  the  last  few  quarters,  labour  was 
very  abundant  during  the  period  under  review,  a  fact  which  is 
attributed  to  the  effect  of  the  great  drought  on  agricultural  labour 
generally. 

The  consignments  of  bark  from  the  plantations  have  been  excep- 
tionally large  ;  at  the  end  of  the  September  quarter  they  amounted 
to  over  1,000  tons  for  the  three  months,  against  about  400  tons  for 
the  preceding  six  months,  and  a  further  quantity  of  about  250 
tons  was  ready  on  September  30  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Bandong 
quinine- works.  Of  the  above-mentioned  1,000  tons,  239  tons 
were  consigned  to  the  Bandong  factory,  as  the  Government  sus- 
pended shipments  to  Europe  when,  in  the  course  of  the  summer, 
the  quotations  declined  more  and  more,  in  consequence  of  over- 
production by  the  private  planters. 

Cardamom  cultivation  in  Ceylon. 

A  sub  committee  appointed  by  the  Committee  of  the  Planters' 
Association  of  Ceylon  to  inquire  into  the  best  methods  of  pushing 


the  sale  of  cardamoms  in  foreign  countries  has  sent  the  following 
circular  to  all  cardamom-growers  in  Ceylon  : — 

"  That  in  view  of  the  large  extension  in  cardamom-cultivation 
whereby  the  supply  in  the  near  future  is  likely  to  exceed  the 
demand,  it  is  most  desirable  that  means  should  be  adopted  to 
make  this  product  better  known  in  foreign  markets.  To  allow  of 
this  being  done  funds  are  necessary.  It  is  therefore  proposed 
that  all  cardamom-growers  be  asked  to  subscribe  50c.  per  culti- 
vated acre  to  form  a  fund  for  the'purpose  of  pushing  and  making 
better  known  this  product.'' 

The  Ceylon  Timzs  understands  that  Colombo  firms  have, 
speaking  generally,  welcomed  this  proposal.  It  is  believed  by  an 
experienced  grower  of  cardamoms,  who  knows  the  island  well,  that 
there  are  9,000  to  10,000  acres  in  cardamoms  belonging  to 
Europeans,  while  the  area  owned  by  natives  is  very  considerable. 
It  is  not  believed  that  native  owners  will  subscribe.  The  money 
will  be  expended  chiefly  in  meeting  the  expenses  which  may  be 
incurred  by  Messrs.  Renton  &  Mackenzie,  who  are  to  be  asked  to- 
push  the  spice  in  Europe  and  the  United  States  as  they  have 
opportunity. 

Californian  Honey. 

A  Liverpool  correspondent  favours  us  with  the  following: 
information  from  his  friends  in  San  Francisco  :  "  Our  crop  is- 
about  cleaned  up.  According  to  the  best  information  we  can  get. 
only  about  1,200  cases  of  honey  remain  in  the  State.  Our 
market  in  consequence  is  very  firm. 

"  As  regards  the  prospects  for  next  season's  crop,  it  is  stated  that 
rain  started  in  very  early,  and  kept  up  at  intervals  until  the  latter 
part  of  November,  but  since  that  time  only  a  few  showers  have 
fallen.  Should  rain  set  in  and  cover  all  California,  and  be 
followed  by  later  rains,  we  will  undoubtedly  get  a  large  honey  - 
crop  this  season,  especially  in  Southern  California,  wherethis  year, 
so  far,  more  rain  has  fallen  than  on  the  average  for  several  years, 
past." 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  general  tone  of  the  h^avy-chemical  market  keeps  some- 
what quiet,  but  nevertheless  of  a  fairly  satisfactory  nature.  Home 
trade  demand  keeps  up  well,  whilst  that  for  export  is  on  the 
increase.  Existing  contracts  are  being  taken  up  well.  Values 
all  round  ke<p  steady  and  show  little  change  of  moment. 

Alkali-produce. — Bleaching-powder  and  caustic  soda  are  both 
in  steady  request,  and  particularly  show  more  movement  on 
export  account.  Other  main  products  remain  as  recently  noted, 
both  as  regards  value  and  position. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia,  in  spite  of  quiet  tone,  is  well  main- 
tained in  value.  Nearest  quotations  are  Beckton  (February- 
April),  12/.  15s.;  Beckton  terms,  12?.  8s.  9(7.  to  12/.  10s.;  London, 
12/.  lO.s. ;  Leith,  12/.  12s.  6<Z.  to  12/.  15s. ;  and  Hull,  12?.  8s.  Qd.  to 
12/.  10s.  per  ton. 

Linseed  and  Cottonseed  Cakes  are  in  fairly  steady  request, 
and  late  higher  values  are  well  maintained.  Linseed  cakes,  95  per 
cent,  pure,  11.  17s.  6(7.  to  8/.  2s.  6<?  per  ton.  Oilcakes,  6/.  17s.  6</ 
to  7/  2s.  6(/.  per  ton.  Cotton  cakes,  firsts,  4/.  17s.  6(/.  to  5/.  2s.  6(7. 
per  ton;  and  seconds,  4/.  12s.  6(7.  to  4/.  17s.  6(7.  per  ton. 

Recovered  Sulphur  continues  to  move  very  well,  and  is  steady 
at  improved  values  of  5/.  5s.  to  5/.  10s.  per  ton,  free  on  rails  ia 
bags. 

Green  Copperas  in  brisk  request  and  with  contracts  being, 
taken  up  well.  Outside  supply  is  none  too  abundant.  Prices  are 
firmly  maintained.  Best  Lancashire  makes,  42s.  6(7.  to  45s.  per 
ton,  f.o.b.  Liverpool;  and  Welsh,  13s.  6(7.  to  15s.  per  ton  in  bulk,, 
free  on  rails. 

Zinc  Salts  are  scarcely  moving  so  well  as  of  late,  prices  how- 
ever remain  about  the  same.  Zinc  sulphate  crystals,  5/.  17s.  6(7, 
to  6/.  2s.  6(7.  per  ton ;  and  zinc  chloride  solution,  100°  Tw.> 
5/.  12s.  6(/.  to  5/.  17s.  6(7.  per  ton. 

Bichromates  of  Potash  and  Soda  are  in  increased  demand, 
and  tend  somewhat  towards  higher  figures.  Bichromate  of 
potash,  English  and  Scotch  deliveries,  3(7.  per  lb.,  less  4  per  cent. 
Glasgow.  For  export  2$d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.,  Glasgow  and  net. 
Bichromate  of  soda,  English  and  Scotch  deliveries,  2\d.  per  lb., 
less  4  per  cent.  Glasgow.  For  export  2d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.,  Glasgow 
and  net. 

Liverpool  Drug- market. 

"Lvntvrpanl,  February  25. 
Castor  Oil. — Good  seconds  Calcutta  are  obtainable  at  2§(7.  to 
2j7,,(/.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  but  for  forward  shipment  2j(7.  is  abso- 
lutely lowest,  a  fraction  less  having  been  refused.  First-pressure 
French  is  held  at  2%d.  to  2 /,-(/.,  and  second- pressure  2  f{id.  to  2|(7^ 
per  lb. 

Canart-seed  is  dearer,  and  75s.  per  qr.  is  asked  for  a  parcel  of 
bright  Mogador. 

Turpentine  is  dearer,  at  44s.  6(7.  per  cwt,  but  importers  say  that 
still  higher  prices  are  likely 

Gum  Acacia. — The  business  in  Soudan  sorts  is  still  limited  andi 
prices  are  unaltered. 

Sulphate  of  Copper  is  obtainable  at  227.  5s.  to  227.  10s. 
per  ton. 
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Tonka  Beans. — Two  cases  of  foxy  Para  are  reported  sold  at 
Id.  per  lb. 

Beeswax. — Further  small  sales  of  Chilian,  of  recent  importa- 
tion, are  reported  at  11.  12s.  6fZ.  per  cwt.  Stocks  are  now  reduced 
to  a  very  small  compass. 

Scammonv-boot. — Sales  of  52  bales  have  been  reported  at 
27s.  6tl.  per  cwt.    Stocks  are  now  much  reduced. 

African  Ginger. — New  crop  is  offered  from  the  quay  at  25s. 
per  cwt. 

Quill aia-b ark. — Sales  of  ton-lots  are  reported  at  18Z.  per  ton. 

German  Drug- market. 

Hamburg,  February  24. 
Business  in  drugs  is  very  quiet  here. 

Agar-Agar. — Prime  quality  is  scarce  at  300m.  per  100  kilos. 
Citric  Acid  is  advancing,  and  260m.  per  100  kilos,  is  asked 
to-day. 

Camphor  (Refined)  is  firmer,  the  factories  having  raised  their 
prices  5m.  per  100  kilos.,  and  now  ask  430m.  per  100  kilos,  for 
1,000  kilos,  lots. 

Carnauba  Wax. — Grey  is  quoted  114m.  to  115m.  per  100  kilos. 
Cascara  Sagrada  is  quiet,  at  107Am.  to  105ra.  per  100  kilos. 
Cevadilla-seed  is  firm,  at  100m.  per  100  kilos. 
Cumin-seed  is  dull,  at  40m.  per  100  kilos. 
Ergot  is  quiet,  with  sellers  at  275m.  per  100  kilos. 
Elemi  is  scarce,  prime  quality  being  held  at  170m.  to  175m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Ipecacuanha  quiet  and  a  shade  easier ;  Bio  is  quoted  13m.,  and 
Cartagena  9m.  per  kilo. 

Japanese  Wax  is  firm,  and  119m.  per  100  kilos,  has  been  paid 
to-day  for  spot. 

Lycopodium  is  firm,  465m.  per  100  kilos,  having  been  paid  for 
cases,  and  a  bid  of  457Am.  was  refused  for  a  large  quantity. 
Golden  Seal  is  quoted  515m.  per  100  kilos. 
Quinine  is  unchanged  at  37m.  per  kilo. 

Senega  is  firm,  at  810m.  for  Western,  and  for  Southern  835m. 
per  100  kilos,  has  been  paid. 

Sugar  of  Milk  is  advancing,  100m.  per  100  kilos.  haviDg  been 
paid. 

Oils  (Essential)  — Peppermint  (HGH)  is  quoted  19m.  per  lb. ; 
Japanese  (Kobayashi),  23Am.  per  kilo. ;  Staranise  is  quoted  lO^m. 
per  kilo. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Castor  is  quiet  and  easier,  first-pressing  in 
barrels  being  offered  at  45m.  spot,  and  44m.  per  100  kilos,  for 
forward  delivery.  Cod-liver  is  firm,  at  300m.  to  320m.  per  barrel 
for  non-congealing  oil.  Linseed  firm  on  the  spot  and  easier  for 
forward  delivery.    Bape  quiet,  and  wood  oil  in  better  demand. 

American  Drug= market. 

New  York,  February  17. 

Business  is  active  in  several  of  the  leading  commodities  and  the 
tone  of  the  general  market  is  firm. 

Beeswax  continues  firm  on  a  basis  of  29c.  to  31c.  per  lb.  for 
ordinary  yellow. 

Cannabis  Indica. — Demand  is  slow,  but  quotations  of  85c.  to 
90c.  per  lb.  are  well  maintained. 

Cascara  is  quiet  but  supplies  are  firmly  held.  Bark  of  1902 
is  quoted  at  13c,  and  as  high  as  20c.  is  asked  for  prime  old  bark: 

Coca-leaves  are  firmer,  with  18c.  per  lb.  asked  for  Truxillo 
leaves. 

Cocaine  is  again  unsettled  and  irregular,  with  dealers  offering 
from  $3.90  per  oz.  up. 

Cod-lrer  Oil  excites  considerable  interest  and  the  market  is 
firm  and  higher.  Sales  have  been  made  at  .  55  per  barrel,  and 
dealers  now  ask  $60  to  §70  for  prime  brands. 

Gamboge. — All  small  lots  have  been  bought  up,  and  the 
limited  spot-stock  is  held  at  .$1  to  $1.10  per  lb. 

Golden-seal  (Hydrastis)  is  dull,  but  prices  remain  unchanged 
at  53c.  to  56c.  per  lb. 

Japan  Wax  has  sold  up  to  12c,  and  supplies  are  now  very  light 
and  firmly  held  at  12nC  to  13c. 

Mandrake  is  steady,  at  4^c.  per  lb. 

Menthol  is  a  trifle  easier  in  so  far  as  small  lots  are  offered  at 
$7.15. 

Opium  is  in  a  better  position,  and  quotations  for  case-lots  have 
advanced  to  $2.80  per  lb. 

Peppermint  Oil  is  quiet,  most  dealers  having  supplied  imme- 
diate wants.    Bulk  can  be  bought  at  $4.65. 

Quinine  is  hardening  and  quotations  from  second-hands  are 
higher..  Java  is  held  at  23c.  and  German  at  24^0.  Makers  quote 
at  26c. 

Senega  is  quiet  at  85c.  per  lb.,  and  demand  is  rather  slow. 

Japanese  Drug  and  Chemical  Markets. 

Yokohama.  January  23,  1903. 
Business  on  our  drug-market  is  now  a  little  brisker  than  it  was 
a  month  ago.    Speculative  transactions   are,  however,  absent, 
but  fair  quantities  of  goods  are  going  into  consumption. 


In  exports,  menthol  is  still  quoted  14.50  yen  per  catty  nomi- 
nally, but  this  price  seems  to  have  stopped  business.  Demand 
from  abroad  is  wanting  at  present,  but  some  merchants  are  said 
to  have  received  orders  from  Europe  at  13  yen  per  catty,  which 
sellers  have  refused.  Holders  expect  a  further  advance  in  price. 
Oil  of  peppermint  is  also  quoted  nominally  at  7  yen  per  catty, 
and  holders  are  not  anxious  sellers.  Dry  ginger  is  lower  owing 
to  heavy  crop,  and  even  9.50  yen  per  picul  may  buy;  exporters 
are  holding  off,  in  anticipation  of  a  further  decline.  India  has 
not  made  any  purchasi  s  up  to  the  present.  Camphor  is  tt  ;ady  at 
65  yen  per  picul,  and  refined  tablets  are  firmly  held  at  0.93  yen 
to  0.96  yen  per  lb.,  according  to  quantity.  Copper  sulphate  is 
quoted  at  14  yen  per  picul.  Bleaching-powder  is  in  good  demand 
for  China  and  elsewhere ;  first  quality  is  scarce  and  wanted,  at 
5.25  yen  per  100-lb.  case  for  wholesale  lots.  Iolineis  cheap, 
and  no  transactions  have  occurred  since  the  opening  of  the  year, 
90  per  cent,  being  quoted  3.10  yen  to  3.20  yen  per  lb.  Potas- 
sium iodide  is  in  good  demand,  price  being  quoted  at  3.20  yen  to 
3.30  yen  per  lb.    Iodoform  is  5.25  yen  to  5.35  yen  per  lb. 

In  import  articles  carbolic  acid  is  low,  and  for  ice-crystals 
28  sen  per  lb.  is  quoted.  Tartaric  acid  is  very  low,  quotation 
being  50  sen  per  lb.  in  keg3.  Balsam  copaiba  is  held  at  1  yen 
per  lb.  for  P.J.  quality  ;  balsam  Peru  is  wanted  at  2.70  yen 
per  lb.,  with  a  small  demand.  Cocaine  is  steady  at  8.20  yen 
per  oz.,  in  face  of  light  supply.  Condurango  bark  was  tending 
higher  a  couple  of  weeks  ago,  but,  owing  to  lower  quotation  from 
primary  markets,  it  subsequently  declined  to  24  sen  per  lb.  in 
bales.  Stocks  in  this  port  are  estimated  at  55  bales.  Ergot  is 
quiet,  at  85  sen  per  lb.,  owing  to  arrivals.  Glycerin  (P.J. 
quality)  is  quoted  at  30  sen  per  lb.,  with  slight  demand.  Rio 
ipecac  is  cheap  at  5  yen  per  lb.,  without  important  demand. 
Morphine  is  low,  at  34  yen  per  lb.,  on  account  of  recent  free 
arrivals.  Quinine  has  attracted  good  deal  attention  lately  on 
account  of  lower  prices.  During  the  last  two  weeks  some 
15,000  oz.  of  Java  changed  hands  at  from  46  sen  to  50  sen, 
and,  in  addition,  5,000  oz.  of  German  sulphate  were  also  sold 
Holders  now  ask  55  sen  per  oz.  Japanese  merchants  prefer 
German  to  Java  make,  as  the  latter  is  sometimes  not  in 
accordance  with  P.J.  test.  Senega  is  very  high  and  still 
tending  upward.  The  stock  in  this  place  is  less  than  a  ton, 
holders  quoting  2  yen  per  lb.  Santonine  is  firmer,  owing  to 
higher  advance  prices  from  Continent,  and  holders  now  quote 
10.25  yen  to  10.50  yen  per  lb. 

Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  February  26  : — Japanese  wax  is  firmer  at  120m. 
Citric  acid  is  advancing ;  250m.  is  now  asked,  and  refined 
camphor  is  firm  at  the  advance. 

New  York,  February  26 : — Business  is  fair.  Opium  has 
advanced  to  $3  per  lb.  in  case  lots.  Quinine  is  active  at 
25c  Cod-liver  oil  is  scarce  at  $65.  Menthol  is  easier  at 
$6.85,  and  likewise  peppermint  oil  at  $4.50  for  bulk,  or  so- 
called  Wayne  County.  Cannabis  indica  is  scarce  at  88c, 
and  damiana  is  firmer  at  10c.  per  lb. 

Amsterdam,  February  26  : — -The  second  auctions  of  the 
year  were  held  to-day,  when  5,283  packages  were  offered, 
weighing  480,940  kilos.  Of  this  quantity  4,484  packages 
were  sold,  at  an  average  unit  of  8'20c,  against  6  45c. 
obtained  at  the  auctions  on  January  22.  The  approximate 
quantities  of  quinine  purchased  by  the  principal  buyers  were 
as  follows:  English  and  American  factories,  6,4  l7  kilos; 
the  Brunswick  factory.  2.120  kilos. :  the  Mannheim  and 
Amsterdam  factories,  3,858  kilos.  ;  the  Frankfort  and  Stutt- 
gart factories,  5.151  kilos. ;  and  various  buyers,  3,003  kilos. 
The  prices  paid  for  manufacturing-bark  ranged  from  16 1. 
to  84|c.  per  J  kilo.,  and  druggists'  bark  from  9c.  to  57j. 
per  |  kilo. 


Acid,  Citric. — Dearer  at  Is.  0^d.  to  1*.  Q^d.  per  lb. 
Makers  are  unwilling  to  sell  at  present  prices  for  forward 
delivery,  anticipating  still  higher  prices,  and  to-clay  Is.  Id. 
has  been  paid. 

Acid,  Tartaric. — Foreign  is  firm  at  from  to  llfcZ., 
and  English  Is.  per  lb. 

Aloes. — Fine  livery  Curacao  is  very  scarce,  and  held  at 
30s.  per  cwt.    Commoner  grades  are  plentiful. 

ARROWROOT. — Lower.  At  auction  on  Wednesday  only  a  few 
lots  sold,  fair  to  good  manufacturing  at  1-^d.  to  lfd.  per  lb., 
with  one  lut  at  l}d. 

Arsenic. — The  Western  Mercury  of  Plymouth  states  that 
the  low  price  of  arsenic  is  seriously  felt  by  the  workers  in  some 
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parts  of  Cornwall.  Mundic-pickers  have  for  some  time  been 
able  to  earn  only  about  sixpence  a  day. 

Bayberry-bark  is  still  scarce  and  firm  at  from  42s.  6d. 
to  45s.  net,  according  to  holder. 

Belladonna-root. —Good  testing  quality  is  quoted  40s. 
per  cwt.  in  small  lots. 

Benzoin. — Middling  Sumatra  seconds  have  been  sold  at 
6/.  5.%\  per  cwt.  since  the  auctions,  and  fair  Palembang  at  35s., 
and  for  some  fifty  cases  34s.  has  been  refused.  The 
s.s.  Peleus  from  Hong  Kong  has  brought  77  cases  of  Sumatra, 
and  there  has  been  a  direct  arrival  of  33  cases  Siam  (the  first 
for  many  months)  via  Copenhagen. 

The  exports  from  Singapore  to  Great  Britain,  Continent,  and 
the  United  States  are  as  follows,  the  figures  representing  piculs  : — 


Great  Britain. 

Continent. 

U.S.A.. 

1902  ... 

...  2,450 

1,665 

179 

1901  ... 

...  1,799 

2,756 

233 

1900  ... 

...  1,295 

2,793 

41 

1899  ... 

...  1,779 

1,616 

51 

1898  ... 

918 

1,133 

1897  ... 

909 

1,620 

Camphor. — Crude  is  tending  firmer  at  from  160s.  to 
162s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  for  Japanese.  The  monopoly  quota- 
tions are  unaltered  at  155s.,  c.i.f.,  for  Formosan  crude,  and 
167s.  6.7.  for  pressed.  German  refined  has  been  advanced 
^d.  to  Is.  ll\d.,  and  English  remains  unchanged  at  2s.  27. 

Cinchona. — The  exports  from  Java  during  February  were 
655.000  Amsterdam  lbs.,  against  455,000  Amsterdam  lbs. 
last  year,  and  727,000  Amsterdam  lbs.  in  1901.  Total  for 
the  two  months  is  1,242.000,  against  1,430,000,  and  1,727.000 
Amsterdam  lbs.  in  1902  and  1901  respectively. 

Cinnamon. — The  usual  quarterly  auction  was  held  last 
Monday.  The  supply  was  small  and  the  demand  slow,  except 
for  good  medium  qualities.  The  result  was  very  irregular, 
fine  qualities  being  Id.  to  2d.  per  lb.  cheaper  in  some 
instances,  good  firsts  and  seconds  to  l\d.  per  lb.  dearer, 
and  ordinary  and  good  thirds  and  fourths  Id.  per  lb.  lower. 
Superior  firsts  sold  at  Is.  6.7.  to  Is.  8.7.,  seconds  Is.  4rZ.  to 
Is.  Qd..,  thirds  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  M.,  fourths  Qd.  to  11*7,  ;  good 
firsts  Is.  to  Is.  Id.,  seconds  lOd.  to  ll±d.,  thirds  9.7.  to  9kd., 
fourths  Id.  to  8d. ;  ordinary  firsts  10^7.  to  lid.,  seconds  8d. 
to  Qd.,  thirds  l\d.  to  8.7.,  fourths  Q\d.  to  Id.  Chips  were 
lower,  fair  selling  at  2\d.,  boldish  at  2|«Z.,  and  good  bold 
bright  at  3.7.  per  lb.  Quillings  sold  at  Qkd.,  good  clippings 
at  8$d.,  and  featherings  at  Id.  per  lb. 

Cochineal  has  advanced,  Is.  5i.  per  lb.  baing  wanted  for 
selected. 

Cream  of  Tartar  firm  at  83.;.  par  cwt.  for  93-  per-cent. 
powder,  and  83s.  for  95  per-cent. 

Galls. — Chinese  are  quoted  51s.  par  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  and  small 
sales  have  been  made  on  the  spot  at  54s. 

Gamboge  remains  scarce,  and  prices  are  firm.  There  are 
about  3D  packages  only  in  the  warehouse. 

Gentian  has  been  sold  at  19s.  67.  par  cwt.  spit. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  Danube  from  Monte  Video  has 
brought  18  packages  Kio,  and  21  packages  of  Cartagena  have 
also  arrived. 

Menthol. — A  cable  has  been  received  in  London  this 
week  from  Kobe  stating  "that  a  large  refining  company 
has  ceased  to  work.  This  company  had  still  unexecuted 
contracts  for  50  cases  of  peppermint  oil  and  10  cases 
menthol,  which  consequently  further  reduces  the  stocks  now 
in  Japan  to  about  50  cases  of  oil  and  10  cases  menthol.  In 
view  of  this  small  supply  higher  prices  are  expected  again 
■within  a  short  time."  Since  the  sales  "  without  reserve " 
last  week,  London,  the  market  has  been  firmer,  and  sales  of 
Kobayashi  crystals  are  reported  on  the  spot  at  23s.  per  lb. 
Yazawa  is  quoted  22s.  6.7. 

Morphine. — The  makers  advanced  their  prices  2d.  per  oz. 
at  the  beginning  of  the  week,  and  now  quote  hydrochloride 
powder  at  4s.  2d.  per  oz.  for  small  wholesale  quantities,  and 
2d.  more  for  cubes. 

Oil,  Castor. — French  is  firm  on  the  spot  at  29s.  spot  for 
medicinal  in  cases,  and  27s.,  c.i.f.  Belgian  is  easier  at  22?. 
per  ton  for  first-pressing,  and  19/.  for  seconds.  February- 
December  delivery,  ex  wharf,  London.    Hull  make  is  quoted 


at  22 '.  and  19/.  10s.  for  firsts  and  sesonds  respectively,  ex 
wharf,  London.  Calcutta  seconds  are  quoted  2\d.  per  lb. 
spot. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Prices  on  the  spot  continue  to  advance, 
and  from  270s.  to  280s.  per  barrel  has  been  paid  for  small 
lots  of  1902  non-congealiDg  oil,  and  up  to  300s.  is  asked  for 
best  brands.  Another  50  barrels  is  said  to  have  been  shipped 
from  the  United  States,  the  bulk  of  which  have  been  sold. 
One  London  agent  is  offering  5  barrels  for  shipment  middle  of 
March,  and  another  5  barrels  end  of  March  at  275s.,  c.i.f. 
Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  February  21  that  no 
progress  can  be  rerjorted  with  the  cod-fishing,  as  the  fish 
have  not  yet  arrived  at  the  usual  banks.  Many  opinions 
continue  to  be  expressed  as  to  their  non-appearance,  but  it 
is  impossible  to  say  anything  definite  as  regards  the  future. 
There  is  practically  no  business  to  report,  as  stocks  are 
cleared  out  and  further  arrivals  are  wanting.  The  exports 
from  Bergen  to  date  amount  to  431  barrels,  against  1,111 
barrels  at  the  same  time  last  year. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — American  HGH  has  attracted  more 
attention  this  week.  The  "  bear  "  reports  which  have  been 
circulated  lately  in  order  to  depress  the  market  have  had  the 
desired  effect,  inasmuch  as  it  brought  out  a  weak  holder, 
who  disposed  of  100  cases  of  HGH  at  15s.  per  lb.,  London 
terms,  presumably  for  export  to  the  United  States.  Subse- 
quently the  buyer  advanced  his  price  to  19s.  67.  for  this 
brand,  and  this  figure  is  now  the  current  quotation.  Todd's 
is  quoted  20s.,  and  in  New  York  pure  so-called  Wayne 
County  is  quoted  19s.  <\d.  naked.  Japanese  dementholised 
oil  is  also  firmer  at  from  8s.  Qd.  to  9s.  spot,  according  to  brand. 

Oil,  Sassafras. — Pure  American  is  quoted  Is.  lid.  per  lb., 
c.i.f. 

Oil,  Wood. — Chinese  is  quoted  23s.  9d.,  c.i.f.,  and  at 
25s.  Qd.,  spot. 

Opium. — The  London  market  keeps  very  firm,  and  some 
fair  quantities  of  manufacturing  Smyrna  have  changed 
hands  at  up  to  8s.  67.  per  lb. ;  and  holders  are  now  asking 
8s.  9d.  to  9s. 

Smyrna,  February  13. — The  market  has  been  excited  this  week, 
sales  amounting  to  121  cases,  mostly  Karahissar,  as  follows  :  Seventy 
cases  inspected  Karahissar  at  7s.  10<?. ;  39  cases  Karahissar  t.  q., 
good  quality,  at  7.s.  Id.  to  7s.  Sd. ;  and  11  cases  t.  quale  at  7s.  id. 
per  lb.,  of  which  11  cases  were  for  local  speculation,  and  the 
remainder  for  exportation.  These  prices  mark  an  advance  of 
about  4<7.  per  lb.  Practically  all  sellers  are  reserved,  and  it  is 
only  weak,  needy  holders  who  are  willing  to  sell.  Tile  arrivals  of 
opium  in  Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  4,95u  cases,  against  3,003  cases 
at  the  same  time  last  year. 

Constantinople,  Ftbruary  21. — It  is  now  becoming  more 
generally  realised  that  the  coming  crop  has  to  depend  entirely 
on  spring  sowings,  which  cannot  under  most  favourable  conditions 
yield  over  four  to  five  thousand  cases,  and  not  five  to  six  thousand 
cases,  as  mentioned  in  our  last.  Exporters  have  been  obliged  to 
pay  advancing  prices  for  their  requirements,  and  this  has  en- 
couraged native  speculators,  whose  actions  will  further  help  the 
upward  tendency.  A  decline  is  out  of  the  questi  m,  and  we  look 
for  a  gradual  upward  movement  till  about  7s.  dd.  to  8s.  is  touched, 
when  there  will  probably  be  a  pause,  and  maybo  a  slight  reaction, 
until  the  success  or  failure  of  the  spring  sowings  be  established. 
The  week's  sales  amount  to  12  cases  "  druggists',"  at  7s.  to  7s.  3d. 
per  lb. 

.i  Quinine. — A  firm  tone  with  few  sellers  has  characterised 
this  market,  the  disposition  being  to  wait  the  result  of  the 
Amsterdam  bark-sale,  when  a  10-per-cent.  to  15-per-cent. 
advance  in  the  unit  is  expected.  The  announcement  of  the 
moderate  shipments  from  Java  for  February  gave  a  firmer 
feeling  to  the  market  on  Wednesday,  small  sales  of  German 
sulphate  in  bulk  being  made  at  Is.  Old.  per  oz.  The  advance 
of  25  per  cent,  in  the  Amsterdam  bark  unit  to-day  caused 
surprise  on  this  market,  not  more  than  10-per-cent.  to  15-per- 
cent, advance  being  anticipated.  The  result  was  known  early 
in  the  afternoon,  and  quinine  in  second  hands  immediately 
rose  jd.,  business  being  done  at  Is.  Id.  for  spot,  and  Is.  l\d. 
quoted.  It  is  quite  thought  makers  will  advance  their  prices, 
which  have  remained  unchanged  at  Is.  l^d.  since  October. 
It  is  said  27.  advance  would  be  warranted,  but  the  makers 
have  no  desire  to  influence  the  speculative-market  by  making 
so  substantial  an  advance. 

The  result  of  the  tender  held  to-day  at  Batavia  is  as  follows : 
Of  2,145  kilos.  Ed.  II.,  1,660  kilos,  were  sold  at  an  average  of  18fl 
per  kilo,  (about  equal  to  6^c.  Amsterdam  unit),  against  lY.30fl.  per 
kilo,  at  the  previous  auction. 
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Saffron.— In  spite  of  the  absence  of  business  here,  prices 
continue  to  harden  in  Spain. 

Sarsaparilla. — A  further  20  bales  Lima- Jamaica  have 
arrived,  also  4  bales  red  native,  and  19  grey  Jamaica. 

Sugar  of  Milk. — From  Hamburg  it  is  reported,  under 
date  of  February  24,  that  anticipation  of  the  new  German 
import-duty  (80m.  per  100  kilos.)  has  caused  a  brisk  demand 
recently,  and  dealers  are  fully  stocked. 

Shellac. — The  week  opened  with  lower  prices  from 
'Calcutta,  and  there  have  been  few  operations  in  the  market 
for  "  futures,"  prices  being  nominal  in  the  absence  of 
lousiness.  On  the  spot  there  has  been  a  moderate  demand  at 
steady  prices,  medium  to  fine  TN  orange  selling  at  from 
117s.  to  122s.  per  cwt.  AC  garnet  is  quoted  112s.  for  fair 
free  ;  and  105s.  for  blocky. 

Soda  Nitrate  is  easier  at  91.  7s.  6d.  per  ton  for  refined. 

SPiCES.^The  auctions  on  Wednesday  were  unimportant, 
and  the  quantity  sold  small.  Good  washed  rough  Cochin 
'Ginger  sold  at  37s.  per  cwt.,  common  dull  mouldy  at  33s., 
and  ordinary  at  35s.  Bold  and  medium  native  cut  was 
bought  in  at  70s.  medium  and  small  at  57s.  6d.,  and  boldish 
Calicut  rough  at  42s.  per  cwt.  A  parcel  of  Japan  was 
withdrawn  without  a  price  mentioned,  but  business  has  been 
done  privately  at  30s.  per  cwt.  A  small  lot  of  dull  lean 
Jamaica  sold  at  37s.  per  cwt.  Zanzibar  Cloves  were  bought 
in  at  3|rZ.  per  lb.  for  fair,  and  at  $l.d.  for  good ;  a  few  bales 
of  greyish  sold  at  3f-.d.  Good  Penang  sold  at  10|(Z.  per  lb. 
Stems  partly  sold  at  per  lb.  "subject."  Chillies  sold 
at  30s.  per  cwt.  for  common  Zanzibar ;  good  red  being 
bought  in  at  38s'.  Long  red  Japan  sold  at  26s.,  and  good  to  fine 
Nyassaland  at  43s.  to  47s.  per  cwt.  Japan  Capsicums  sold 
at  20s.  per  cwt.  Pimento  quiet ;  ordinary,  and  bold  mixed 
softs  sold  at  2\d.  per  lb.  Wild  Mace  was  bought  in  at  6d. 
per  lb.  Wild  Cinnamon  sold  at  ±d.  to  %d.  per  lb.  for  common 
dark  to  good  bright.  Japan  Cassia  sold  at  15s.  6d.  to  16s. 
per  cwt.  Black  Pepper  slow  ;  greyish  Singapore  was  bought 
in  at  6d ,  and  Penang  at  5§<2.  per  lb.  Singapore  has  been 
sold  at  b\d.  per  lb.  for  January-March  shipment.  Singapore 
•white  was  bought  in  at  10|^.  per  lb.  for  good,  and  at  9JrZ. 
for  fair. 

Thorium  Nitrate. — The  German  syndicate  state  that 
the  price  of  thorium  nitrate  has  advanced  considerably 
during  the  past  fortnight,  and  that  a  further  rise  is  expected. 

Turmeric. — Madras  is  quoted  10s.  6i.  to  13s.  spot, 
according  to  quality,  and  Bengal  at  13s.  Under  date  of 
January  29,  it  is  reported  from  Calcutta  that  the  prospects 
for  the  next  crop  are  favourable. 

Vanilla. — At  the  periodical  auctions  about  900  tins  were 
offered,  and  with  a  slow  demand  about  half  were  sold  at  an 
irregular  decline  of  6d.  to  Is.  per  lb.  Fair  to  good  chocolate, 
7i  to  8J  inches,  sold  at  from  18s.  to  24s.  6d. ;  7  to  7^  inches, 
13s.  6d.  to  17s.  6d.  ;  6£  to  7  inches,  10s.  6i.  to  16s. ;  6  to 
€|  inches,  9s.  to  12s.";  5£  to  6  inches,  8s.  to  lis.;  3|  to 
5§  inches,  7s.  to  9s. ;  common  lean  brown,  6s.  to  10s.  per  lb. 

Wax,  Bees'. — Bleached  Calcutta  has  been  sold  at  6/.  10s 
per  cwt.  Refined  American  W.H.B.  is  quoted  8/.  per  cwt. 
net  in  lots  of  five  cases  (2  lb.  blocks),  and  white  ditto  at  91. 
net. 

Wax,  Japanese. — Small  spot  sales  have  been  made  at 
62s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  being  dearer,  and  for  arrival  62s.  6d.,  c.i.f., 
is  also  quoted. 


Angto=Abyssinian  Trade. 

According  to  Beuter,  a  private  expedition  is  about  to  start  for 
Abyssinia  in  order  to  explore  the  southern  waters  of  the  Blue 
Nile,  with  a  view  to  open  up  a  trade  route  between  Adis  Abeba, 
Menelik's  capital,  and  Khartoum.  At  present  the  bulk  of  the 
Abyssinian  trade  goes  eastward  through  Harrar  to  the  coast  at 
Jibutil,  the  sea  terminus  of  the  French  railway,  but  with  a  possible 
waterway  on  the  Blue  Nile  it  is  claimed  that  a  new  route  will  be 
available,  which  will  have  considerable  commercial  and  political 
value  both  to  the  Abyssinian  and  Anglo-Egyptian  Governments. 
In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  remember  that  the  recent 
treaty  with  Menelik  gave  the  British  Government  the  right  to 
select  a  trading  enclave  at  Itang  on  the  Baro  River,  which  is  in 
the  heart  of  Abyssinia.  It  is  evident  that  either  by  the  British 
Government,  or  under  British  auspices,  an  attempt  is  to  be  made 
to  cut  into  the  Jibutil  monopoly,  and  to  link  up  Abyssinia  and 
Egypt  by  trade  intercourse. 


Comma  Events. 

Secretaries  should  send  us  notices  by  Wednesday  of  each  week 


Monday,  March  2. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry  (London  Section),  Burlineton 
House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer  on  "  The 
Need  of  Duty-free  Alcohol  for  Industrial  Purposes." 

Wednesday,  March  4. 

Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices' 
Association,  25  Bath  Street,  at  9.15  p.m.  Mr.  H.  Law  will 
read  a  paper  on  "  The  Manufacture  of  Iron  and  Steel." 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  16  Bloomsbury  Square, 
"VV.C,  at  11  a.m.    Council-meeting.  t 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 
Dublin,  at  3  p.m.  Council-meeting. 

Junior  Pharmacy  Ball,  Portman  Rooms,  Baker  Street,  W.,  at 
9  p.m.  Tickets,  including  supper  and  light  refreshments, 
7.s.  6<7.  each,  may  be  had  from  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  Percival 
Trick,  Salisbury  House,  London  Wall,  E.G. 

Thursday,  March  5. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  p.m. 
The  following  amongst  other  papers  will  be  communicated  : 
"  The  Mechanism  of  the  Reduction  of  Potassium  Bichromate 
by  Sulphurous  Acid,"  by  Mr.  H.  Bassett ;  "  The  Constitution 
of  Pilocarpine  "  (Part  IV".),  by  Dr.  H.  A.  D.  Jowett  ;  "Pre- 
paration and  Properties  of  1,  4  (or  1,  5)  Dimethyl  Glyoxaline 
and  1,  3  Dimethyl  Pyrazole,"  by  Dr.  H.  A.  D.  Jowett  and 
Mr.  C.  E.  Potter  ;  "  Some  Analyses  of  '  Reh,'  or  the  Alkaline 
Salts  in  Indian  Usar  land,"  by  Mr.  E.  G.  Hill. 

Bontgen  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  8.30  p.m.  Mr.  F.  H. 
Glew  on  "  Spark  Phenomena." 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford 
Street,  W.,  at  9  p.m.    Impromptu  discussion. 

Friday,  March  6. 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Picca- 
dilly, W.,  at  9  p.m.  Professor  J.  G.  McKendrick  on  11  Studies 
in  Experimental  Phonetics." 

Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Bull  Hotel,  at  9.15  p.m. 
Discussion  on  the  Pharmacy  Bill  and  the  poisons  question. 

Inter-Pharmacy  Football  League. — A  smoking-concert  in 
connection  with  the  League  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  March  12, 
at  the  Horns  Assembly  Rooms,  Kennington  Road.  Mr.  M.  Car- 
teighe  has  consented  to  take  the  chair,  and  will  present  the  cup 
and  medals  to  the  winning  team.  A  good  programme  has  been 
arranged,  and  the  price  of  tickets  is  fixed  at  Is.  Tickets  may  be 
obtained  from  the  following  representatives  of  the  clubs  interested 
in  the  League  : — 

"  Square,"  Mr.  B.  Collett,  17  Bloomsbury  Square  ; 

"  Metros,"  Mr.  F  F.  de  Morgan,  162  Kennington  Park  Road  ; 

"  London,"  Mr.  E.  A.  Webb,  323  Clapham  Road  ; 

Muters,  Mr.  H.  Spencer,  325  Kennington  Road  ; 
or  from  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  League,  Mr.  W.  B.  Nelson, 
323  Clapham  Road. 

The  Public  Dispensers'  Association  have  arranged  to  hold  their 
annual  smoking-concert  at  Stone's  Restaurant,  the  Broadway, 
Ludgate  Circus,  E.C.,  on  March  11,  at  8  p.m.  Tickets,  Is.  each, 
can  be  had  from  Mr.  H.  H.  Hewitt,  Holborn  Union  Dispensary, 
Clerkenwell,  E.G.,  or  any  other  member  of  the  Association. 


Among  the  novelties  displayed  at  an  exhibition  of  apparatus 
for  the  use  of  spirit  in  Berlin,  held  a  fortnight  ago,  was  a  new 
photographic  spirit-lamp  fitted  with  an  incandescent  mantle, 
which  will  enable  amateurs  to  indulge  in  their  hobby  at  night. 
We  hope  to  give  further  particulars  later. 

Messrs.  Barnett  &  Co.,  mamifacturiDg-perfumers,  Bir- 
mingham, give  particulars  in  this  week's  issue  of  a  solid 
mahogany  bent-glass  front  showcase,  which  they  are  present- 
ing free  with  their  perfumes  for  the  purpose  of  advertising. 

Trade  with  Turkey. — With  reference  to  certificates  of 
origin  for  British  goods  entering  Turkey  (6'.  $  D.,  January  31, 
page  145),  a  further  telegram  has  been  received  at  the  Board 
of  Trade,  through  the"  Foreign  Office,  stating  that  as 
the  modus  vivendi  between  Turkey  and  Greece  has  been 
prolonged  until  March  15,  goods  entering  Turkey  before  that 
date  will  not  require  to  be  accompanied  by  such  certificates 
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Zbc  IRcport  of  tfoe  Committee  on  poisons. 

Comments  and  Correspondence. 


The  Omission  of   "  No." 

IN  dealing  with  the  report  or'  the  Committee,  the  Daily 
L  News  and  St.  James's  Gazette  said  that  Mr.  Walter  Hills 
argued  in  his  minority  report  that  "real  ground  is  shown  for 
the  relaxation  of  the  restrictions  imposed  on  behalf  of  the 
public  by  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868."  Mr.  Hills  corrects  this 
in  the  Nejvs,  and  adds — 

According  to  my  judgment,  the  evidence  tendered  to  the  Com- 
mittee does  not  warrant  a  departure  from  the  sound  principle 
which  is  the  keynote  of  that  Act— namely,  that  the  safety  of  the 
public,  so  far  as  the  dispensing  and  retail  sales  of  poisons  in  open 
shops  are  concerned,  is  best  provided  for  by  ensuring  that  the 
dispenser  or  the  seller  is  a  man  who  has  been  technicall}'  trained, 
and  after  examination  has  been  duly  registered.  This  principle 
was  deliberately  adopted  by  the  Legislature  thirty-five  years  agn, 
and  to  depart  from  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  retrograde 
movement. 

Reprints  of  the  Report. 

We  have  reprinted  the  Committee's  Report  and  the 
abstract  of  the  evidence,  which  was  given  in  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist,  February  21.  Copies  will  be  supplied  to 
subscribers  who  ask  for  them.  Already  we  have  sent  copies 
to  all  members  of  local  associations  whose  names  have  been 
supplied  by  the  Secretaries. 

The  official  report  is  in  two  parts.  The  first  {2d)  em- 
bodies the  reports  by  the  Committee,  Mr.  Cross,  and  Mr. 
Walter  Hills.  The  second  part  contains  the  evidence,  and 
is  exceedingly  interesting  reading,  besides  being  well  worth 
keeping.  It  is  published  at  If--.  6d.,  and  turns  the  scale 
at  1  lb.  We  have  arranged  to  supply  No.  2  to  C.  %  D. 
subscribers  at  cost — viz.,  Is.  1CM.  post-free  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  or  2s.  to  subscribers  abroad. 


Which  shall  I  Read  To=night? 

M.  Carteighe  :  "  It  has  become  as  interesting  to  me  as 
'Bradshaw's  Railway  Guide.'" — Poisons  Committee's  Report 
in  C.  <y  D.,  February  21,  page  327. 

Weed=killing  not  a  New  Pastime. 

Mr.  Henry  H.  Pollard  (Ryde,  I.W.)  writes  :  The  Poisons 
Committee  report,  inter  alia,  that  "  five-and-thirty  years  ago 
the  killing  of  weeds  ...  by  means  of  poisonous"  substances 
was  rarely,  if  ever  [italics  mine],  practised."  I  happen  to 
possess  the  ledger  of  the  business  where  I  was  an  apprentice 
in  the  early  fifties.  An  extract  or  two  may  be  not  uninterest- 
ing by  way  of  comment.  In  an  account  against  a  noble  earl 
I  find  these  entries  : — 

1853.  July  13,  1  cwt.  arsenic,  98  lbs.  soda. 

1854.  May  19,  1  cwt.  arsenic. 

June  14,  2  cwt.  1  qr.  14  lbs.  arsenic,  1  cwt.  1  qr.  14  lbs. 
soda. 

These  things  were  used  for  killing  weeds  in  a  famous  park. 


It  happened  after  this  last  consignment  that  a  murrain 
suddenly  attacked  a  fine  herd  of  cattle,  and  a  few  of  them 
died.  I  do  not  think  the  owner  ever  understood  the  nature 
of  the  ailment,  but  people  of  a  curious  turn  of  mind  asso- 
ciated it  with  a  sort  of  hoar  frost  that  appealed  (somewhat 
late)  after  the  roads  had  been  watered  with  arsenic.  Whether 
because  this  large  quantity  lasted  a  long  time,  or  that  the 
practice  was  abandoned  for  a  while,  I  cannot  say.  It  wa> 
after  my  time  that  the  next  entry  of  arsenic  occurs,  and  then 
it  was  in  solution  of  unmentioned  strength  : — 
1860.    July  14,  10  gals,  solution  of  arsenic. 

30,  10   „  „ 
Aug.  2,  40  „ 

11, +0  „ 

2?,  40  „ 
Sept  4,  40    „  „ 

20,  41  „ 

28,40    „         „  „ 
Oct.  5,40  „ 
H>40  „ 
22,  40  „ 

One  naturally  goes  on  to  the  use  of  arsenic  as  a  wheat- 
dressing.  I  turn  to  the  account  of  an  old-fashioned  farmer, 
who  persisted  in  preparing  his  seed-wheat  after  his  own 
method.    Here  is  his  account  for  one  season : — 

1854.  Oct.  31, 1}  lb.  arsenic;  Nov.  11,  |  lb. ;  Nov.  15th,  18  oz.  ; 
20th,  18  oz.  ;  21st,  12  oz. ;  Dec.  4th,  7  oz.  and  17  oz.  ;  14th,  18  oz. 

From  arsenic  to  sheep-dip  is  a  simple  transition.  A  farmer 
in  another  village  had  the  following: — 

1852,  60  lbs. ;  1853,  64  lbs. ;  1854,  48  lbs.  ;  1855,  48  lbs. ;  1856, 
48  lbs. ;  1857,  64  lbs.;  1859,  80  lbs. 

Turning  to  a  cognate  subject,  another  farmer,  in  quite 
a  different  village,  had,  in  one  season,  the  following  supply 
of  sheep-ointment : — 

1852.    Sept.  24,  8  lbs. ;  27th,  14  lbs. 

Oct.    1,  28  lbs  ;  6th,  9  lbs. ;  11th,  28  lbs. ;  16th,  28  lbs. ; 

20th,  28  lbs. 
Nov.  22, 18  lbs. 

We  cannot  apply  the  principle  ab  uno  disce  omnes  to  every- 
thing; but  if  this  was  the  character  of  busintss  done  in  a 
small  market  town,  with  but  one  chemist's  business,  carried 
on  by  the  principal,  an  apprentice,  and  a  porter  {quorum  pars 
parva  ftei),  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  the 
same  thing  was  done  elsewhere  on  a  larger  scale.  Indeed, 
there  is  strong  probability  that  much  more  was  done  in 
this  way  than  was  ever  dreamt  of  in  the  Commission's  philo- 
sophy. The  change  that  has  taken  place  has  been  in  the 
concentration  of  the  manufacture  in  the  hands  of  a  few 
firms.  The  transactions  I  have  recorded  above  would  not 
find  their  way  into  any  wholesale  firm's  report.  We  "  killed  " 
our  own  quicksilver,  made  our  own  ointment,  manufactured 
our  own  sheep-dipping  composition.  Only  the  chemicals 
would  appear  in  returns.  We  did  the  work,  and  took  the 
profit.  Now,  I  believe,  the  manufacturer  does  the  work,  and 
the  distributor  desires  all  the  profit,  who  has  run  no  risk  of 
poisoning  from  the  arsenic,  or  of  salivation  from  the  mercuiy, 
and  has  shed  no  moisture  on  the  ground  in  the  labour  of  it. 

Fundamental  Inaccuracies. 

The  most  astounding  circumstance  in  regard  to  the 
evidence  given  to  the  Committee  in  favour  of  iemoviDg  the 
restrictions  upon  the  sale  of  poisons  was  the  wild  exaggera- 
tion and  frequent  lack  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the 
witnesses.  We  select  a  few  statements  by  witnesses  which 
are  open  to  question,  but  which  appear  to  have  influenced 
the  minds  of  members  of  the  Committee  in  formulating  their 
retrograde  recommendation.  To  these  we  add  the  requisite 
corrections  : — 

By  Mr.  Crawford,  head  of  the  Intelligence  Department  of 

the  Board  of  Agriculture. 
What  really  aroused  attention  to  the  subject  was  the  proposal 
to  include  further  articles,  such  as  carbolic  acid.    I  think  that 
aroused  attention  to  the  existing  restrictions   under   the  Act 
of  1858. 
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The  agitation  was  started  by  Mr.  A.  Cross,  M.P.,  in  1898  (see 
C.  &  D.,  March  19,  1898,  page  475),  who  tried  to  get  Parliament 
to  sanction  his  proposal  without  success.  He  is  a  maker  and 
dealer  in  agricultural  and  horticultural  specialities,  and  his  firm 
have  been  sued  under  the  Pharmacy  Act.  At  present  a  case 
against  them  in  respect  to  illegal  sale  of  arsenic  is  sub  jndice. 
In  1899  Mr.  Dobbs,  a  Worcester  solicitor,  took  up  the  matter, 
in  consequence  of  his  professional  interest  in  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  v.  White  case  (in  which  a  person  purchased  arsenical 
weed-killer,  the  provisions  of  the  Act  being  ignored).  Mr.  Dobbs 
formed  the  Traders  in  Poisons,  &c,  Society,  drafting  a  Bill  to 
deal  with  the  question  in  the  way  approved  by  the  Committee. 
He  is  secretary  of  this  society,  and  the  treasurer  is  Mr.  G.  H. 
Richards,  a  horticultural  dealer  in  Southwark,  who  puts  XL- All 
nicotine  fumigator  and  similar  specialities  on  the  market  It  is 
no  reflection  upon  these  gentlemen  to  say  that  they  have 
engineered  such  agitation  as  there  has  been,  and  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  has  no  clear  evidence  of  general  grievance  or 
inconvenience.  Messrs.  Dobbs  and  Richards  have  pulled  the 
strings  that  made  the  Board  move  As  to  prices  charged  by 
chemists  and  others,  Mr.  Crawford  admitted,  "  We  have  no 
direct  information." 

By  Mr.  W.  G.  Whiffen,  FLO.,  of  Whiff  en  <£■  Sons,  the  makers 
of  XL-All  Insecticide. 

Quoting  from  poisoning  cases  in  G.  &  D.,  June  1,  1901,  witness 
said,  "  Here  we  have  hydrochloric  acid  .  .  .  sold  to  a  woman  in  a 
gin-bottle  by  a  pharmacist." 

Nothing  in  the  C.  &  D.  to  show  where  the  acid  was  obtained. 
I  will  take  another  case,  June  22,  and  I  find  that  carbolic  acid 
is  sold  iu  a  medicine-bottle,  undoubtedly  by  a  pharmacist.    It  is 
labelled  "two  tablespoonfuls  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day,"  over 
which  had  been  written  "carbolic  acid  "  in  blue  p^acil 

No  evidence  was  given  at  the  inquest  as  to  where  the  acid 
was  obtained.  "  It  was  explained  that  the  poison  was  purchased 
before  the  carbolic  regulations  came  into  force."  We  may  infer 
from  the  fact  that  the  acid  was  mistaken  for  medicine,  that  it 
had  been  put  in  the  bottle  after  purchase. 

I  find  on  August  24  carbolic  acid  is  sold  in  a  bottle  labelled 
"  Kola,"  the  popular  drink.  It  is  not  clear  whether  it  is  sold  by 
a  pharmacist  or  otherwise,  but  I  take  it  that  inasmuch  as  the  oil- 
men are  no  longer  allowed  to  sell  carbolic  acid,  it  must  have  been 
a  pharmacist  who  sold  it. 

On  the  contrary,  the  Coroner's  remarks  suggested  that  the 

acid  may  have  been  obtained  from  the  sanitary  authority.  A 

ease  of  carbolic-poisoning  which  he  investigated  the  week  before 

arose  in  that  way. 

Here  is  another  one,  carbolic  acid  sold  to  a  veterinary  surgeon 
in  a  cider-jar  ;  that  is  dated  August  10.  It  is  not  surprising  that 
one  of  the  horsekeepers  was  killed. 

"The  man's  employer  told  the  Coroner  that  the  jar  was 

exactly  the  same  as  that  sent  to  him  by  the  Hereford  veterinary 

surgeon,  who  supplied  the  acid." — C.  &  D.,  August  10,  1901, 

page  262. 

By  Mr.  Isaac  Connell,  S.S.C.,  Secetary  to  the  Scottish  Chamber 
of  Agriculture. 

In  Perthshire  it  is  notorious  that  you  may  go  a  great  many 
miles  before  you  come  across  a  single  chemist,  and  that  is  ex- 
tremely inconvenient. 

The  same  applies  practically  to  all  kinds  of  shops. 
How  do  you  ensure  that  being  carried  out  if  he  does  not  sign  his 
name? — Well,  at  present  that  rule  or  regulation  is  more  honoured 
in  the  breach  than  in  the  observance  about  chemists  getting  people 
to  sign  their  names. 

The  witness  apparently  was  unaware  that  many  poisons  have 
not  to  be  signed  for.     Our  experience  of  Scotch  pharmacy 
warrants  us  in  giving  an  emphatic  negative  to  his  statement. 
Agriculturists  feel  about  the  subject  of  this  inquiry  the  more 
strongly  because  they  understand  that  in  foreign  countries — in 
some  countries  abroad  the  same  restrictions  that  are  imposed 
under  the  Pharmacy  Act  do  not  affect  the  sale  of  similar  things 
there,  and  therefore  they  suffer  injury  in  competing  with  those 
foreign  counties. 

This  is  a  mistake  so  far  as  the  continent  of  Europe  is  con- 
cerned. 

By  Mr.  J.  Lytic,  Managing  Director  of  the  Boundary 
Chemical  Company. 

Where  the  chemist  sells  one  packet  of  Cooper's  dip  the  iron- 
mongers sell  500  packets. 

A  purely  imaginary  statement  which  is  absolutely  contrary 
to  the  fact. 

Witness  sold  arsenical  weed-killer  to  Harry  Moon,  a  clerk  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society.    Maintained  to  the  Committee  that 
Mr.  Moon's  name  was  on  the  Register  of  chemists  and  druggists. 
It  never  has  been. 

The  case  of  Pharmaceutical  Society  v.  White  was  mentioned. 
Witness's  company  supplied  the  poison,  never  having  seen  the 


purchaser.  Witness  said  "  the  17th  section  was  complied  with  as 
far  as  the  case  was  proved." 

The  case  was  taken  on  Sections  1  and  15.  Undoubtedly 
Section  17  was  infringed,  as  well  as  the  Arsenic  Act. 
Replying  to  questions  by  Mr.  Cross  witness  agreed  that  delivery 
direct  by  the  manufacturer  is  wholesale  in  the  respect  that  it  does 
not  comply  with  the  Act.  Manufacturers  are  aware  of  this,  and 
have  been  forced  to  do  so  to  get  to  their  customers,  or  they  would 
be  prosecuted  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  method  has 
been  forced  upon  the  minufacturers  by  the  action  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society. 

The  whole  proceeding  is  grossly  illegal,  wholesale  transactions 
under  the  Arsenic  and  Pharmacy  Acts  being  as  between  whole- 
sale and  retail  dealers.  The  manufacturers  whom  the  witness 
had  in  mind  have  gone  behind  the  Acts  to  eliminate  the  safe- 
guard provided  by  the  State — viz  ,  the  retail  dealer. 
Speaking  of  the  carriage  of  arsenic  from  the  makers  to  such  as 
himself,  witness  said:  "I  have  always  been  aware  that  it  did  not 
require  the  word  '  Poison.'  " 

Every  scheduled  poison  iD  these  circumstances  must  be 
labelled  with  the  name  of  the  article  and  the  word  "  Poison." 
A  few  years  ago  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  co-operated  with  a 
Government  Department  to  make  the  necessity  for  this  known 
to  chemical  manufacturers  and  exporters. 

We  shall  continue  these  observations,  and  solicit  the  co- 
operation of  subscribers  in  exposing  inaccurate  statements 
contained  in  the  evidence. 

Points  in  the  Evidence. 

Mr.  James  Reid  (Dumfries)  says :  Two  pieces  of  evidence 
in  the  C.  S>  D.  precis  cannot  obtain  too  wide  publication.  I 
would  suggest  that  they  be  printed  in  good  large  type  and 
sent  to  every  member  of  Parliament.  The  one  is  by  Dr. 
Wynn-Westcott,  and  the  other,  which  is  by  Mr.  Lytle, 
appears  in  the  body  of  the  report.  Dr.  Wynn-Westcott's 
evidence  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  as  coming  from  the 
only  man,  outside  pharmaceutical  circles,  who  really  knew 
anything  of  what  he  was  talking  about.  On  behalf  of  the 
Coroners'  Society  he  said — 

I  do  approve  of  the  present  restrictions,  and  I  am  authorised  by 
the  Coroners'  Society  to  come  here  and  say  that  in  their  opinion 
the  restrictions  should  be  increased  rather  than  diminished,  on 
the  ground  that  there  is  still  such  a  large  number  of  deaths,  both 
accidental  and  suicidal,  from  poisons  scheduled  and  unscheduled 
It  ought  to  be  made  more  difficult  for  the  general  public  to  pur- 
I  chase  those  poisons. 

This  is,  in  effect,  a  fresh  declaration  of  the  principle  on 
which  all  pharmacy  law  in  this  country  is  built.  According 
to  it  only  properly  trained  men  must  handle  scheduler 
poisons  of  any  kind,  in  the  public  interest.  It  is  on  this 
understanding  that  we  have  undergone  the  course  of  training 
considered  necessary  by  the  Government.  We  believe  the 
principle  built  on  to  be  sound,  and  it  is  our  clear  duty  to 
secure  the  control  of  all  poisons,  if  possible.  Chemists  have 
been  protecting  the  public  in  a  thousand  ways  for  many 
years,  often  for  little  remuneration  and  less  thanks,  and  the 
evidence  of  Dr.  Wynn-Westcott  ought  to  put  fresh  life  and 
vigour  into  the  ranks  of  pharmacy.  Next  in  importance 
comes  that  of  Mr.  Lytle.  According  to  him  casks  of  British 
arsenic  are  tumbled  about  in  carriers'  carts,  and  about  goods 
sheds,  in  such  a  way  that  the  arsenic  is  often  found  sifting 
out  on  to  anything  which  chances  to  be  in  the  vicinity. 
This  reveals  a  fine  state  of  matters;  but  why  does  it  exist? 
Simply  because  qualified  control  does  not  appear  until  the 
retail  stage  is  reached.  The  Committee  think  they  can 
correct  this  by  fresh  regulations,  but  the  only  way  in  which 
it  can  be  corrected  is  by  placing  wholesale  transactions  under 
the  control  of  qualified  men  too.  Dr.  Wynn-Westcott's  con- 
tention that  men  not  properly  trained  cannot  take  proper 
precautions  is  sound,  and  it  applies  as  much  to  the  wholesale 
as  the  retail.  Mr.  Lytle's  evidence  bears  out  what  we  have 
always  said— i.e.,  that  if  these  agricultural  and  horticultural 
poisons  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  untrained  men,  they 
would  tumble  casks  of  weed-killer  and  kegs  of  arsenic  about, 
the  country,  regardless  of  whether  the  liquids  were  exuding 
or  the  powders  sifting  out  on  other  articles  or  not.  What 
Mr.  Lytle  says  already  exists  in  the  wholesale,  would  then 
exist  in  the  retail,  the  only  difference  being  that  retail 
transactions  being  a  thousand  times  more  numerous  than 
wholesale,  the  dangers  would  be  multiplied  by  a  thousand 
too.  These  two  pieces  of  evidence  are  so  strong  that  all  the 
other  evidence  given  sinks  into  insignificance,  and  I  cannot 
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think  that  the  Government,  if  this  information  is  placed 
before  them,  can  ignore  it.  There  is  great  encouragement 
in  all  this  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  to  push  forward 
its  own  Bill.  The  whole  agitation  is  more  likely  to  help  us 
than  the  other  side,  simply  because  our  position  is  sound, 
and  the  position  of  Mr.  Dobbs  and  his  party  on  this  question 
is  not. 


The  Art  of  Labelling. 

W.  (Jr.  Cross  :  "  I  label  my  poisons  as  I  send  them  out.  I 
label  them  not  only  with  paper,  but  with  something  more 
valuable  than  paper — with  discretion." — C.  #  D.,  February  21, 
page  326. 

Provincial  Trade  Opinion. 

We  subjoin  brief  statements  received  from  correspondents 
in  various  parts  of  the  country  regarding  the  local  opinion 
in  drug-trade  circles  as  to  the  Committee's  report.  We 
desire  to  thank  our  correspondents,  and  we  are  sure  our 
readers  join  us  in  this. 

Aberdeen. —The  general  view  is  that  the  principle  at  stake 
should  be  strenuously  fought  for.  How  otherwise  can  you  resist 
the  demand  for,  say,  laudanum,  put  up  in  properly  sealed  packages, 
and  marked,  "  To  be  used  for  toothache,"  or  morphine  for  other 
aches  and  pains,  and  sold  by  any  person  ?  Topers  black-listed, 
and  many  others  besides,  will  have  numerous  aches  to  be  catered 
for.  There  would  develop  a  dangerous  drug-habit,  with  its  physical 
and  moral  degradation.  In  this  aspect,  methylated  spirit  might, 
with  propriety,  have  been  added  to  the  schedule  of  poisons  by  the 
Committee. 

Birmingham. — The  feeling  is  all  but  unanimous  in  condemn- 
ing the  licensing  of  persons  other  than  qualified  men  to  sell 
poisons.  Of  course,  if  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  are 
accepted  it  will  be  necessary  for  all  poisons,  such  as  weed-killer, 
to  be  made  up  in  sealed  packets  and  properly  labelled.  In  the 
interests  of  the  public  it  is  felt  that  shopkeepers  must  not  be 
allowed  to  sell  poisons  from  bulk. 

Bradford. —The  opinion,  so  far  as  ascertainable,  is  that  Mr. 
Walter  Hills  made  a  splendid  representative  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  ;  that  there  is  no  need  for  a  third  schedule,  and  we  fail  to 
see  what  right  a  set  of  men  have  to  sell  poisons,  seeing  that  they 
are  ignorant  in  every  way  of  their  composition.  It  is  necessary 
rather  to  make  the  laws  relating  to  sale  of  poisons  more  stringent 
than  to  let  every  unqualified  person  deal  in  them ;  and  the  law 
wants  making  more  severe  with  regard  to  wholesale  sales  of 
poisons.  Bradford  will  be  solid  in  backing  up  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  in  fighting. 

Bristol. — Local  chemists  consider  (a)  the  relaxation  of  the 
present  restrictions  of  the  sile  of  poisons  a  great  danger  to  public 
safety  ;  (6)  in  the  interest  of  the  public  they  entirely  dissent  from 
the  proposed  alteration,  but  would  suggest  additions  to  the  poisons 
schedule  as  provided  for  by  Section  2  of  the  Pharmacy  Act ; 
ic)  the  supplementary  report  proposals  is  quite  unconstitutional 
and  contrary  to  legislative  procedure  ;  is  utterly  biassed  and  pre- 
sented purely  from  personal  interests;  id)  it  is  a  direct  attempt 
to  overthrow  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868 ;  (e)  endorse  minority 
report. 

Cambrld  re.— O  pinion  is  generally  in  accord  with  the  leading 
article  in  the  C.  dj  J).,  February  21.  There  should  be  no  tem- 
porising with  tho  Pharmacy  Act  or  poisons  schedules,  but  all 
poisons  should  be  sold  by  qualified  registered  men.  Qualified 


I  chemists  are,  by  the  very  nature  of  their  business,  the  only  proper 
j  persons  to  entrust  the  distribution  of  poisonous  preparations,  in- 
cluding weed-killers,  sheep-dip,  and  agricultural  preparations. 

Cardiff.  -Local  chemists  seem  to  think  as  Mr.  Hills  does  in 
the  second  paragraph  of  his  minority  report.  With  dispensing 
gone,  drug-profits  gone,  and  the  sale  of  poisons  gone,  the  poor 
chemist  will  soon  have  little  left  for  his  qualification. 

Dover. — Apart  from  members  of  the  Chemists'  Association, 
who  were  the  first  to  discuss  the  report  and  condemn  it,  local 
chemists  appear  to  be  indifferent  to  the  suggestions  of  the 
Committee. 

Dundee. — Hearty  sympathy  with  Mr.  W.  Hills's  minority 
report  and  with  the  urgent  need  for  restraint  on  the  distribution 
of  arsenic  and  other  dangerous  and  poisonous  chemicals,  to  be 
used  for  agricultural,  industrial,  or  technical  purposes. 

Edinburgh. — The  opinion  of  the  trade  here  is  distinctly 
opposed  to  the  part  of  the  Poisons  Committee  report  which 
advises  extending  sales  of  poisons  to  unqualified  persons.  To 
additions  to  the  schedules  no  objection. 

Exeter. — The  members  of  the  local  Association  strongly 
approve  Mr.  Walter  Hill's  minority  report,  and  agree  that  there 
is  nothing  in  the  evidence  to  justify  the  suggestions  of  the 
majority  of  the  Committee.  They  think,  moreover,  that  it  was 
little  short  of  a  scandal  that  a  trader  who  had  been  prosecuted 
for  infringement  of  the  existing  law  should  have  been  placed  on 
the  Committee  convened  for  the  purpose  of  considering  whether 
it  should  be  amended  or  not.  They  may  add  that  the  exclusive 
right  of  chemists  to  sell  poisonous  preparations  has  not  in  this 
district  resulted  in  excessive  prices  being  charged  for  them,  nor 
has  any  serious  inconvenience  been  caused  to  consumers. 

Glasgow. — The  consensus  of  local  opinion  is  that,  in  some 
respects,  it  is  not  so  bad,  and  in  others  worse,  than  was  anticipated. 
The  proposal  for  more  stringent  regulations  as  to  the  storage  and 
conveyance  of  arsenic,  &c,  is  entirely  approved  of,  although 
chemists  and  druggists  are  in  no  way  concerned  with  that  part  of 
the  inquiry.  There  is  a  feeling  of  amazement  that  the  Committee 
should  have  been  convinced  by  such  flimsy  evidence  that  the 
demands  and  development  of  agriculture,  &c,  are  being  hampered 
or  harassed  by  the  scarcity  or  rapacity  of  qualified  distributors  of 
poisonous  sheep-dips,  weed-killers,  &c,  especially  as  some  of  the 
statements,  such  as  that  there  are  districts  in  Scotland  from 
which  the  farmer  is  fifty  miles  distant  from  the  nearest  chemist's 
shop,  are  demonstrably  untrue.  All  local  registered  men  are  in 
complete  accord  as  to  the  mischievous  and  subversive  significance 
of  the  recommendation  that  the  schedule  should  he  enlarged  by 
the  addition  of  a  third  part,  virtually  removing  the  sale  of  arsenic, 
nicotine,  and  carbolic  acid  from  the  control  of  qualified  persons. 
Many  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  no  doubt  with  the  best  intentions,  made  a  serious  blundei 
when,  in  1900,  it  accepted  the  resolution  of  the  Privy  Council  to 
exempt  horticultural  and  agricultural  preparations  of  carbolic 
acid  from  the  ordinary  regulations  for  a  scheduled  poison.  The 
prevailing  belief  is  that  if  the  recommendation  as  to  "  Part  III  " 
be  legalised,  it  is  the  beginning  of  the  end  as  regards  the 
statutory  rights  of  registered  persons,  and  for  that  reason  it  is 
realised  on  all  sides  that  it  must  be  resisted  to  the 
uttermost.  No  one  takes  Mr.  Cross's  supplementary  re- 
port seriously.  The  general  judgment  upon  it  is  more 
forcible  than  polite,  and  is  to  the  effect  that  it  gives  away 
the  case  for  the  manufacturers,  &c,  and  for  the  rest  is  so  out- 
rageous as  to  overreach  itself.  The  warmest  approval  of  and 
admiration  for  Mr.  W.  Hills's  minority  report  is  freely  expressed. 
Chemists  here  are  already  in  active  correspondence  with  their 
M.P.s.,  and  have  on  the  whole  received  a  very  encouraging 
response  to  their  representations.  The  local  associations  are 
also  taking  up  the  matter  with  a  view  to  concerted  action  when- 
ever occasion  arises.  Some  of  the  old  political  hands  are 
reminding  the  younger  brethren,  however,  that  it  is  often  a  far  cry 
from  the  recommendation  of  a  committee  report  to  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  that  "  Festina  lente  "  is  a  very  sound  maxim. 

Lincoln. — The  feeling  of  the  meeting  held  last  week  was 
against  the  stringency  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  being  in  any  way 
relaxed,  especially  in  the  way  indicated  in  the  report.  Pleased  to 
note  the  tone  of  your  remarks  in  C.  &  D. 

Liverpool. — Indifference  is  apparent  in  the  drug-trade 
generally  in  regard  to  the  report.  Most  of  them  being  town 
chemists,  and  unaffected  to  a  large  extent  by  the  competition  of 
the  country  ironmonger  and  seedsman,  do  not  seem  to  have  read 
the  report  and  are  regardless  of  its  operation  so  long  as  it  does 
not  materially  affect  their  own  interests.  A  few  earnest  souls, 
who  have  the  interest  of  the  whole  trade  at  heart,  are  anxious  it 
should  not  become  law. 

JTewcastle-on-Tyne.— The  trade-opinion  in  this  district 
is  hostile— uncompromisingly  so— especially  towards  Mr.  Cross's 
special  report.  The  free  doctors'  poison-supply  agency  is  not  to 
be  tolerated.    The  whole  report  is  felt  to  strike  at  the  fuuda- 
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mental  principles  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  and  will  be  opposed 
unanimously.  Our  local  Association  is  well  organised  now,  and 
we  have  the  ear  of  fifteen  or  eighteen  members  of  Parliament  and 
can  depend  upon  them  to  take  an  unbiassed  view  of  the  matter 
should  it  come  before  the  Commons.  Mr.  Hills's  minority  report 
is  a  masterpiece. 

Oxford. — The  general  opinion  of  local  pharmacists  is  that  the 
report  is  very  detrimental  to  their  interests. 

Penzance. — The  trade-opinion  here  with  reference  to  the 
Poisons  Committee's  report,  is  that  the  suggested  clause  would  be  a 
decided  step  in  the  direction  of  undermining  the  principle  of  the 
Sale  of  Poisons  Act  and  probably  only  the  beginning  of  an  influ- 
ence altogether  bad.  No  difficulties  have  ever  existed  with  regard 
to  the  distribution  of  poisonous  compounds  for  legitimate  pur- 
poses in  the  arts  or  agriculture,  but  if  the  plan  of  selling  them  in 
sealed  packages  could  be  adopted  by  the  men  already  legally 
qualified  to  supply  them,  it  would  be  a  great  convenience  and 
would  enable  chemists  to  charge  bottom  prices,  in  lieu  of  the 
trouble  and  unfairness  of  dealing  out  retail-quantities  at  whole- 
sale rates,  as  at  present  they  are  generally  expected  to  do.  The 
proposed  provision  for  emergency -cases  in  doctors'  surgeries 
would  seem  to  be  an  insult  to  the  Medical  Council  and  will, 
doubtless,  be  strenuously  opposed  by  all  loyal  members  of  the 
profession. 

Sheffield. — The  minority  report  by  Mr.  Hills  is  approved 
generally,  and  Mr.  Cross's  report  is  regarded  as  absurd  and 
grossly  misleading.  Although  no  legislation  on  the  report  is 
anticipated  this  session,  the  Council  of  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceu- 
tical and  Chemical  Society  met  on  Wednesday  to  discuss  the 
matter  with  a  view  to  action,  if  required. 

Injustice  of  the  Proposed  Alteration. 

Mr.  Harold  Wyatt,  j  an.  (Liverpool),  writes:  "  The  Report 
of  the  Poisons  Committee  should  have  the  careful  attention 
of  everyone  on  the  register,  for  the  alterations  in  the  Poisons 
Act  therein  recommended  would,  if  they  became  law, 
absolutely  do  away  with  the  necessity  for  a  class  of  men 
who,  by  training  and  education,  have  fitted  themselves  for 
the  business  of  dispensing  and  distributing  poisons.  The 
minority  report,  when  read  with  the  evidence  given  before 
the  Committee,  is  calculated  to  bring  home  to  any  unpre- 
judiced and  fair-minded  outsider  the  injustice  which  such 
an  alteration  of  the  law  would  inflict  upon  those  experienced 
and  examined  individuals  which  that  very  Poisons  Act  has 
created.  It  now  rests  with  ourselves  to  do  all  in  our  power 
to  influence  our  Parliamentary  representatives  to  obstruct 
any  Bill  for  th  e  purpose  of  altering  the  Poisons  Act  in  the 
manner  in  question.  Such  attempts  to  tamper  with  our 
rights  and  privileges  make  <me  wish  for  a  Pharmacy  Act 
which  would  make  everyone  on  the  register  de  facto  a 
member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  so  give  us  what 
we  sadly  want  at  the  present  juncture,  and  what  we  are 
never  likely  to  obtain  by  any  other  means — viz.,  a  Pharma- 
ceutical Societyreal'y  representative  of  the  entire  body  of 
pharmacy." 

Newspaper  Opinion. 

The  wisdom  of  the  daily  Press  on  this  question  has  still 
to  be  discovered.  The  articles  which  we  have  read  show  a 
lamentable  lack  of  knowledge  on  the  whole  subject,  even 
the  Committee's  statements  being  occasionally  dist  >rted  in 
a  startling  fashion.  We  quote  some  of  the  "  opinions  "  ex- 
expressed  : — 

The  Objection  to  this  View, 

says  the  Daily  Chronicle,  is  that  the 
conditions  of  modern  industries  make  the  monopoly  vested  in  the 
licentiates  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  intolerable  where  it  is  a 
question  of  substances  indispensable  for  those  industries.  There 
seems  to  be  a  strong  case  for  change  in  the  present  system 
of  administration,  under  which  poisons  can  be  obtained  as  easily 
as  the  most  innocuous  commodity,  so  long  as  they  are  purchased 
wholesale. 

A  Greater  Strictness 

in  application  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  so  that 
it  may  include  the  wholesale  manufacturer,  is,  the  Pall  Mall 
Gazet  te  thinks,  necessary.  One  cannot  prevent  the  sale  of  these 
poisons  for  agricultural  purposes ;  nor  is  it  desirable  that  the 
farmer  should  be  compelled  to  go  to  the  expense  of  buying  from 
a  chemist.  It  should,  however,  be  easy  to  put  a  sufficient  restric- 
tion on  buying  wholesale  to  prevent  accidents  in  the  conveyance 
and  disposal  of  these  death-dealing  drugs. 

The  "Manchester  Dispatch" 

says  "  the  report  contains  much  curious 
information  concerning  the  working  of  the  Poisons  Act.  It  shows 
that,  despite  the  stringency  of  the   regulations   under  which 


poisons  are  sold,  they  can  always  be  obtained  under  various 
disguises,  particularly  if  the  purchaser  has  even  the  slightest 
knowledge  of  the  jargon  of  chemistry." 

The  "Birmingham  Daily  Mail" 

claims  to  have  been  instrumental 
in  bringing  about  the  Poisons  Committee's  proposals,  but 
considers  the  Committee  does  not  go  far  enough  A  Mail 
reporter  interviewed  the  Coroner  (Mr.  J.  Bradley),  who  paid 
chemists  this  high  compliment :  "  I  think  it  only  fair  to  say  that 
my  experience  shows  that  chemists  are  very  careful  in  the  sale  of 
poisons,  and  that  they  constantly  do  more  than  they  are  required 
to  do  by  law  with  a  view  to  the  safety  of  the  public." 

For  Prohibitive  Restrictions 

there  is  no  cause,  says  the  Midland 
Daily  Telegraph  ;  but  something  should  be  done  to  obviate  the 
committal  of  fatal  risks  and  blunders.  We  have  often  had  to 
record  preventible  accidents  through  the  stories  of  poisons  in 
ordinary  medicine- bottles,  and  the  ease  with  which  some  dan- 
I  gerous  acids  are  obtainable  is  beyond  question.  We  trust  some 
useful  limitations  and  precautions  may  be  adopted. 

After  Summarising  the  Report 

the  Ironmonger  says  :  "  If  the 
recommendations  of  the  committee  are  carried  out,  the  sale  of 
such  preparations  will  therefore  be  thrown  open  to  ironmongers 
j  among  others,  and  it  is  probable  that  many  hardwaremen  will 
avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  adding  a  new  department 
to  their  business." 

The  Report 

of  the  Departmental  Committee  on  the  Sale  of  Poisons 
is  enough  to  make  the  hair  of  even  the  calmest  of  men  stand  on 
end.  Poisons  have  been  sold  apparently  with  the  best  intentions, 
not  in  pennyweights  and  ounces,  but  in  casks  and  hundredweights, 
without  any  precautions  against  their  improper  use.  It  is  for 
agricultural  purposes  that  the  unrestrained  use  of  poisons  is  most 
general,  and  in  any  new  regulations  care  will  have  to  be  exercised 
not  to  hamper  an  already  injured  industry.  But  apart  from 
wholesale  poisons  there  seems  to  be  quite  enough  room  for  new 
regulations  in  such  things  to  make  it  seem  wonderful  that  any- 
one is  left  alive  to  carry  out  the  reforms. — Court  Circular. 

From  the  Standpoint  of  General  Retailers, 

the  recommendations 

'  contained  in  the  reports  by  the  Committee  and  Mr.  Cross  are  of 
a  satisfactory  character,  says  Oils,  Colours,  and  Drysalteries.  "In 
'  fact,  they  are  more  so  than  many  were  inclined  to  hope,  let  alone 
wish  for,  and  when  they  have  the  force  of  law,  will  break  down  an 
!  unjust  monopoly,  open  up  a  remunerative  business  to  the  retail 
I  section  of  the  trading  community — subject,  of  course,  to  the 
restrictions  stipulated — and  relieve  the  general  public  from 
having  to  pay  prices  which  monopoly  permits  privileged  traders 
I  to  charge.  The  opinion  the  Committee  has  formed  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society's  administration  of  the  Act  is  shared  in  by  Mr. 
Cross,  who  makes  out  a  very  strong  case  for  the  removal  of  all 
such  matters  from  the  control  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society — a 
private  association  existing  for  a  purpose  quite  apart  from  the 
public  interest.  In  this  connection  it  may  be  mentioned  that,  as 
matters  stand,  paint  manufacturers  and  retailers  are  at  the  mercy 
of  that  Society.  As  evidence  of  this,  we  have  only  to  refer  to  the 
case  which  occurred  at  Leeds  last  year,  where  the  Society  secured 
the  conviction  of  an  oil  and  colour  man  for  selling  emerald  green, 
which,  of  course,  contained  arsenic.  This  fact  alone  ought  to 
induce  paint-manufacturers,  among  others,  to  support  the  move- 
ment to  have  a  Bill  passed  putting  the  law  on  a  fairer  and  more 
equitable  basis  than  it  is  at  present." 

The  statement  as  to  emerald  green  is  incorrect.  The  prosecu- 
tion was  taken  by  the  Leeds  Corporation  against  Taylor's  Drug 
Company  (Limited),  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  it. 

Agricultural  and  Horticultural  Poisons. 

Mr.  John  Twinberrow  (Worcester)  writes :  "  When  in 
business  1  had  a  large  agricultural  connection  and  sold 
quantities  of  the  different  makes  of  sheep-dips,  &c  ,  but  not 
one  of  my  own  make.  Under  existing  and  probable  circum- 
stances, and  if  still  in  business  of  the  same  oharacter,  I 
should  at  once  "  take  the  bull  by  the  horns,"  and  either 
make  and  put  up  myself,  or  have  manufactured  and  put  up 
for  me  by  one  or  other  of  the  well-known  wholesale  firms 
who  make  a  lead  of  supplying  retail  chemists  and  druggists 
with  packed  pharmaceuticals  and  other  preparations, 
arsenical  and  carbolic  dips,  weed-killers,  plant-washes,  &c, 
as  proprietaries,  bearing  my  own  name  and  address,  push 
and  advertise  them  thoroughly  at,  say,  about  half  the  price 
of  the  makes  and  specialities  that  may  now  come  into  the 
hands  and  stock  of  ironmongers  and  seedsmen-vendors. 
Even  if  I  had  to  do  this  at  little  or  no  profit,  I  should  also 
cut  other  makes  down  to  the  lowest  possible  price,  and  then 
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I  think  the  tradesmen  mentioned  would  soon  get  tired  of 
handling  dangerous  weapons  and  of  a  trade  that  did  not  | 
pay,  but  which  would  entail  a  considerable  amount  of  risk 
and  responsibility  without  adequate  recompense  and  reward. 

Parliamentarians'  Views 

(From  our  'Representative  at  St.  Stephen's.) 

Nothing  altering  the  situation  has  occurred  during  the 
week  in  regard  to  the  poisons  question.  But  I  have  had 
conversations  with  several  representative  members,  the  gist  of 
whose  opinions  I  am  able  to  give,  under,  however,  a  pledge  of 
anonymity.  One  prominent  pi-aetitioner  takes  the  view 
which  I  stated  last  week— that,  notwithstanding  anything 
which  the  Privy  Council  may  endeavour  to  do,  legisla- 
tion on  the  subject  is  very  doubtful  this  Session.  It  may 
be  possible  to  introduce  a  Bill  in  the  House  of  Lords.  That, 
indeed,  is  the  course  which  doubtless  will  be  followed 
eventually,  but  the  congestion  of  business  in  the  House  of 
Commons  is  already  so  great  that  the  Government  is 
unlikely  to  add  further  burdens  to  the  programme.  As  for 
the  chances  of  a  Bill  promoted  by  a  private  member,  they 
are  now  absolutely  nil,  as  the  most  promising  days  have 
been  already  balloted  for.  But,  to  return  to  the  hon. 
member's  opinions  :  it  was  pointed  out  to  me  that  there  will 
have  to  be  special  regulations  drawn  up  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  for  the  conveyance  of  poisons  in  double  covers. 
He  then  went  on  to  say  : — 

In  Mr.  Cross's  report  it  is  suggested  that  country  medical 
practitioners  and  their  assistants  should  be  exempt  from  the 
operation  of  the  Act.  In  two  cases  which  have  come  under  my 
notice  the  poisons  were  actually  sold  over  the  counter  by  girls, 
and  an  inquiry  was  forthwith  instituted  by  the  General  Medical 
Council.  In  all  euch  cases  it  is  the  assistant  who  is  held  to  be 
the  transgressor,  and  against  him  proceedings  are  taken. 

Another  member  approached  made  the  following  statement 
to  me  : — 

In  scheduling  carbolic  acid  the  difficulty  is  how  to  deal  with  it 
in  the  form  of  sheep-dips  and  other  agricultural  preparations.  In 
the  northern  parts  of  Ireland  and  Scotland  the  population  is 
sparse  ;  and  how  are  the  farmers  to  get  the  articles  necessary  for 
their  business  ?  You  may  fix  a  limit  in  regard  to  articles  of  a 
certain  standard  or  strength  which  should  not  be  deemed  to  be 
poisonous.  But  in  regard  to  carbolic  lotion,  which  is  1  in 
20,  if  a  man  drinks  a  lot  of  it  he  may  very  easily  kill  himself. 
If  a  prosecution  were  instituted,  it  would  be  felt  that  the  liberty  at 
present  enjoyed  would  be  curtailed,  and  confusion  would  be  the 
result.  I  do  not  see  how  the  system  of  double  covers  for  arsenic 
and  the  like  would  work.  There  are  very  few  deaths  from  mis- 
adventure ;  and  as  to  the  objection  to  girls  selling  poisons  over  the 
counter  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  I  can  only  say  that  in  many 
cases  these  girls  have  passed  the  necessary  examination,  whilst 
some  of  the  most  astute  pharmaceutical  chemists  in  Ireland  are 
women.  Surely,  if  they  pass  an  examination  they  are  every  bit  as 
skilful  as  men.  Under  the  Pharmacy  Act  poisons  are  divided  into 
two  classes — 1  and  2.  In  No.  2  class  they  are  labelled,  and 
in  No.  1  they  must  be  sold  under  certain  restrictions  and  labelled, 
and  there  must  be  a  witness  to  the  sale  and  a  knowledge  of  the 
purchaser  on  the  part  of  the  vendor. 

At  my  suggestion  a  number  of  other  members  specially 
interested  are  reading  the  report,  and  their  opinions  I  hope 
to  give  in  a  future  issue. 

What  Chemists  are  Doing. 

The  Torquay  Chemists'  Association  discussed  the  matter 
on  Thursday  evening  along  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
draft  Bill. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Foifarshire  Chemists'  Association  on 
Wednesday  of  last  week  wrote  to  Mr.  Ed.  Robertson,  M.P., 
and  is  also  in  communication  with  Sir  John  Leng,  M.P. 
Both  are  to  give  full  consideration  to  Mr.  Walter  Hills's 
minority  report. 

The  new  Cumberland  Chemists'  Association  at  a  committee 
meeting  on  February  19,  resolved  to  ask  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  to  issue  a  printed  petition  to  each  local  secretary, 
and  to  ask  them  to  obtain  the  signatures  of  the  chemists, 
doctors,  coroners,  and  magistrates,  against  the  proposal  as 
to  a  third  part  being  added  to  the  Schedule  of  Poisons. 

Several  chemists  in  Dumfries  wrote  to  Sir  Robert  Reid,  M.P., 
on  February  19.  Sir  Robert  is  in  close  touch  with  the 
chemists  of  his  constituency,  and  he  finds  them  unanimous 
against  the  Committee's  recommendations  re  sheep-dip. 


A  deputation  of  Torquay  chemists  had  an  interview  with 
the  local  M.P.  a  few  days  before  the  report  was  issued,  and 
thoroughly  primed  him  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  R.  F.  Roper,  of  Plymouth,  has  discussed  the  report 
in  a  lengthy  letter  to  the  Plymouth  Morning  News,  contra- 
verts  statements  made  in  a  "leader"  in  that  paper,  and 
explains  matters  well.    He  concludes  thus  : — 

That  a  real  danger  will  occur  to  the  public  by  the  creation  of 
another  class  of  dealers  without  any  qualification  no  one  can 
doubt,  and  since  the  principal  motive  is  to  put  on  the  market 
"  poisonous  novelties  "  of  an  extremely  dangerous  character — 
powerful  preparations  of  arsenic  and  nicotine  amongst  them — I 
have  every  hope  that  the  good  sense  of  Parliament  will  prevent 
this  retrograde  step. 

A  Hudders field  "  A.P.S.,"  writing  to  the  Daily  Mail,  says 
the  Committee's  recommendations  seem  quite  "  Gilbertian  " 
in  their  absurdity.  "For  instance,  if  I  want  arsenic  for 
legitimate  or  other  purpose,  if  I  will  take,  say,  28  lbs.,  I  can 
get  the  same  without  inquiry  of  the  untrained  though 
licensed  agent,  but  if  I  want  a  medicinal  quantity  of  same, 
say,  i  to  T\gr.,  I  must  go  to  the  chemist  and  druggist  and 
submit  to  all  the  details  of  registration  under  the  Pharmacy 
Acts  of  1868  and  1869." 

A  correspondent  of  the  Manchester  Dispatch,  who  calls 
himself  "  Thirty  Years  a  Dispenser,"  wrote  saying : — "  The 
sale  of  the  more  dangerous  poisons  required  for  internal  use 
ought  to  be  confined  entirely  to  surgeons  and  physicians. 
The  deaths  (especially  of  infants)  caused  by  these  has 
alarmingly  increased,  proving  that  the  Act  of  1868  is 
altogether  useless.  What  is  wanted  is  more  experience  anil 
commonsense  and  less  'exam.'  cramming."  To  this 
Mr.  W.  L.  Mayson  (Blackpool)  replied,  stating  that  "the 
new  Bill,  if  passed,  is  only  the  thin  edge  of  the  wedge  to 
make  a  free  trade  in  poisons,  and  then  we  shall  have  whole- 
sale poisoning.  "  Dispenser's  "  advice  that  doctors  should 
have  the  control  of  dangerous  poisons  is  absurd.  Within 
the  past  year  we  have  had  over  a  dozen  cases  of  poisoning 
through  the  carelessness  of  medical  men,  who  have  no  dis- 
pensing knowledge  whatever."  Another  correspondent  re- 
marks :  "  What  is  the  good  of  having  to  pass  stringent 
examinations  for  the  sake  of  selling  and  dispensing  poisons 
for  public  safety,  and  then  to  be  robbed  of  our  right  ? 
Does  '  Dispenser '  remember  about  a  week  ago  a  florist 
selling  liquid  extract  of  nicotine  in  a  spirit-bottle,  and  the 
fatal  accident  that  afterwards  ensued  ?  Is  he  aware  that  a 
chemist  is  compelled  to  sell  such  a  preparation  not  only 
labelled  '  Poison,'  but  in  special  green  bottles,  distinguish- 
able by  touch  ?  Had  this  been  done  such  an  accident  would 
most  certainly  have  been  avoided." 

The  Sale  of  Poisons. 

A  Retrospect  and  Prospect. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Association 
on  Monday  evening,  February  23,  Mr.  James  Paterson  read 
a  paper  with  the  above  title,  which  was  written  before  Mr. 
Paterson  had  seen  the  Poisons  Committee's  report,  but  was 
intended  chiefly  to  "post"  the  members  on  poisons  law, 
with  the  view  to  meeting  any  proposed  amendment.  In 
order  to  thoroughly  comprehend  the  position,  he  glanced  ac 
the  condition  of  matters  prior  to  and  during  the  passing  of 
the  1868  Pharmacy  Act.  The  number  of  cases  of  accidental 
poisoning  had  then  become  so  frequent,  through  the  indis- 
criminate sale  of  poisons,  that  the  need  for  legislation  to 
conserve  the  public  safety  became  clamant.  During  the  ten 
years  or  so  preceding  the  passing  of  this  Act,  various 
attempts  at  legislation,  with  this  end  in  view,  were  made  in 
Parliament,  but  being  all  based  on  impossible  or  impractic- 
able regulations  for  the  sale  and  storing  of  poisons,  all  fell 
to  the  ground.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  always  felt 
it  a  duty  to  oppose  these  attempts,  because  of  the  false 
security  on  which  they  were  based,  and  has  ever  enforced 
the  principle  that  true  safety  lies  in  insisting  on  a  full 
acquaintance  with  the  power  of  poisons  on  the  part  of  the 
vendor.  At  that  time  two  bodies  of  chemists  sought  Parlia- 
mentary power  to  improve  the  condition  of  pharmacy — 
viz.,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the  United  Society  of 
Chemists  and  Druggists.  Their  rival  Bills  were  sent  to  a 
Committee,  which  refused  to  sanction  either,  mainly  because 
of  the  absence  of  regulations  regarding  the  sale  of  poisons, 


370 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


February  28,  1903 


although  no  doubt  a  minor  contributing  cause  was  the  want 
of  agreement  among  chemists  themselves.  However,  although 
not  passing  the  Bills,  the  Committee,  in  their  report  to  the  ! 
House,  made  this  recommendation  »^|   t£      "  -' 

No  person,  except  those  already  in  business,  should  sell  certain 
dangerous  drugs  unless  he  be  examined  and  registered.  

This  was  intended  to  give  practical  effect  to  an  opinion 
formed  by  a  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  appointed  in  j 
1863  to  inquire  into  the  subject,  and  who  reported  "  that  the  < 
sale  of  poisons  would  not  be  put  on  a  proper  basis  unless 
carried  on  by  proper  and  competent  persons."    The  principle 
for  which  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  contended  had  thus 
received  acknowledgement  from  Parliament,  so  that  they 
felt  themselves  free  to  include  regulations  for  the  sale  of 
poisons  in  their  next  Bill.    It  was  also  clearly  seen  that,  if 
such  a  Bill  was  to  have  any  chance  of  success,   it  was  I 
essential  that  the  ranks  of  pharmacy  should  be  closed  up, 
and  their  united  forces  brought  to  bear  on  the  passing  of  one 
Bill.    This  necessity  was  realised  by  both  parties,  and  after 
conference  the  Bill  of  1868  was  agreed  upon. 

THE  ACT  DIFFERS  CONSIDERABLY  FROM  THE  BILL 

as  introduced  in  the  House  of  Lords  by  Earl  Granville.  The 
Earl  then  said  : — 

Some  years  ago  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  Kelly,  when  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  introduced  a  Bill  upon  this  subject,  and 
thereupon  a  second  Bill  was  introduced  by  another  honourable 
member.  The  Bills  were  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  and, 
objections  appearing,  neither  passed  a  further  stage ;  but  the 
Select  Committee  passed  a  resolution  that  no  person  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  sell  poisons  who  had  not  been  sub  jected  to  an  examina- 
tion by  a  competent  body.  The  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  carry  out 
the  views  of  that  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  Paterson  called  particular  attention  to  the  following  pro- 
vision which  was  contained  in  Clause  16  of  the  Bill  as 
submitted  : — 

Nothing  hereinbefore  contained  shall  .  .  .  interfere  with  .  .  . 
the  retailing  of  arsenic,  oxalic  acid,  cyanide  of  potassium,  or 
corrosive  sublimate  for  use  in  manufactures  of  photography. 

The  schedule  of  poisons  attached  to  the  Bill  as  submitted 
did  not  include  opium.  Little  change  on  the  Bill  was  made 
in  the  House  of  Lords.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  called 
attention  to  the  absence  of  opium  from  the  schedule,  but 
did  not  move  its  insertion.  There  was,  however,  a  some- 
what amusing  encounter  between  Lord  Redesdale  and  the 
Marquis  of  Salisbury,  the  former  wishing  to  have  the  shape 
of  a  poison-bottle  with  a  description  of  it  inserted  in  the 
Bill,  so,  as  it  were,  to  stereotype  it  for  all  time.  Into  it 
poisons,  whether  solid  or  liquid,  were  to  be  put.  The  effect 
of  this  would  have  been  that  no  deviation  from  that  par- 
ticular style  of  bottle  could  have  been  made,  nor  could  any 
other  pattern  of  bottle  have  been  used,  however  appropriate, 
without  a  new  Act  of  Parliament.  This  was  resisted  by  the 
Marquis,  who  deprecated  such  details  being  included  in  the 
Bill,  and  happily  the  House  agreed  with  him. 

WHEN  THE  BILL  REACHED  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS 

it  underwent  a  very  searching  criticism,  one  of  the  keenest 
critics  being  Mr.  Robert  Lowe.  On  reaching  Clause  16  he 
moved  to  omit  the  words — 

nor  with  the  retailing  of  arsenic,  oxalic  acid,  cyanide  of 
potassium,  or  corrosive  sublimate  for  use  in  manufactures. 

He  said  the  retailing  of  these  poisons  should  be  interfered 
with,  giving  such  reasons  for  this  that  on  a  division  the 
words  were,  struck  out  by  a  large  majority.  When  they 
came  to  the  schedules  of  the  Bill  Mr.  Lowe  moved  that 
'■  opium  and  all  other  preparations  of  poppies,  and  such  other 
poisons  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  added  under  the  second 
section  of  this  Act,"  be  inserted,  and  this  was  carried. 

This  recital  of  the  facts  makes  it  quite  clear  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  in  place  of  being  the  rapacious 
entity  described  by  our  opponents,  really  contented  them- 
selves with  proposing  the  irreducible  minimum  of  legislation 
on  poisons,  and  shows  that  Parliament  itself  strengthened 
the  measure  in  the  interests  of  public  safety,  and  would  not 
tolerate  such  a  condition  of  things  as  our  opponents  are  now 
endeavouring  to  resuscitate.  Incidentally,  Mr.  Paterson 
quoted  Lord  Robert  Montagu's  motion  in  the  Pharmacy  Bill 


debate,  that  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  should  be  a  standard 
for  the  preparations  contained  in  it.  This  was  successfully 
opposed  by  Mr.  Lowe,  who  .■-aid : — 

The  British  Pharmacopoeia  is  no  doubt  an  excellent  work,  and 
although  it  has  not  been  many  years  before  the  public,  no  doubt 
it  is  working  its  way  on  its  own  intrinsic  merits.  Speaking, 
however,  on  the  opinion  of  medical  men  of  eminence,  it  is  not 
desirable  that  it  should  be  forced  on  the  public  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, but  rather  that  it  should  be  left  in  its  present  position. 

The  inspectors  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drrgs  Acts 
have  at  their  own  hand  succeeded  in  exalting  it  into  such  a 
standard  without  any  authority  from  Parliament.  Seeing 
that  Parliament  decided,  on  Mr.  Lowe's  motion,  that  it 
should  not  be  so  used,  Mr.  Paterson  questioned  the  legality 
of  so  employing  it  now. 

Time  has  amply  vindicated  the  wisdom  of  the  action 
Parliament  took  in  strengthening  the  poison  legislation,  and 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Lowe  are  as  apposite  to  the  subject  now 
as  they  were  when  they  were  uttered.  Their  force  is  all  the 
greater  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  did  not  do  so  in  the  interest 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society ;  indeed,  he  seemed  rather 
prejudiced  against  them,  having  moved  that  the  initiative, 
as  well  as  the  controlling  power,  in  regard  to  the  scheduling 
of  poisons  should  be  vested  solely  in  the  Privy  Council,  and 
when  defeated  at  first  he  returned  to  the  charge  as  often  as 
the  forms  of  the  House  would  allow.  If 
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such  as  is  hinted  at  were  to  become  law,  it  would  be  like  the 
letting  out  of  a  large  volume  of  pent-up  water,  and  you  could 
not  tell  whither  it  would  carry  you,  for  its  destructive  force 
will  not  be  stayed  with  carrying  before  it  sheep-dips,  insecti- 
cides, or  disinfectants,  but  will  afterwards  embrace  in  its 
rush  all  other  dangerous  medicaments.  If  licences  are  to  be 
given  for  the  sale  of  poisons  by  unqualified  persons,  they 
must  be  given  either  to  all  and  sundry  applying  or  by 
arbitrary  selection ;  if  the  former  method  be  adopted,  it 
practically  means  a  return  to  the  evils  for  which  Parliament 
was  forced  to  find  a  remedy  in  1868,  and,  if  the  latter,  it 
would  certainly  be  felt  to  be  a  more  grievous  and  irritating 
restraint  of  trade  than  the  present  arrangement,  which  has 
this  merit,  at  least,  that  it  is  based  on  a  definite  and 
intelligible  principle.  Should  this  new  method,  whether 
free  or  restricted,  be  adopted,  there  will  certainly  follow  in 
its  wake  a  recrudescence  of  the  evils  formerly  experienced, 
and  if  proof  be  asked  that  this  will  be  so,  we  have  only  to 
point  to  the  effects  produced  from  the  unrestricted  sale  of 
carbolic  acid.  Before  it  was  scheduled  the  number  of  acci- 
dental deaths  and  suicides  which  such  unrestricted  sale  was 
responsible  for  amounted  to  nothing  short  of  a  scandal. 

Mr.  Paterson  rext  considered  the  question  as  to  whether 
our  opponents  suffer  any  greater  disability  in  their  business 
than  do  other  large  classes  of  people  where  the  question  of 
the  public  safety  is  involved,  and  whether  we  as  cherrists 
are  more  highly  favoured  than  others  into  whose  keeping 
the  public  safety  is  entrusted.  In  all  such  legislation  a 
certain  amcunt  of  restraint  of  trade  inevitably  follows. 
Mr.  Paterson  instanced  the  laws  as  to  pilotage  in  this 
country  as  evidence  that  when  the  interests  of  the  public 
safety  are  at  stake  it  is  decreed  that  only  one  distinct  cIess 
of  qualified  men  shall  be  allowed  to  undertake  particular 
work.  That  is  our  position  exactly.  He  further  said  that 
our  interest  in  poisons  was  acknowledged  by  Parliament  in 
1868  as| 

A  VESTED  INTEREST, 

ana  this  position  has  been  enormously  strengthened  now, 
seeing  that  all  who  have  entered  the  business  since  have 
had,  at  great  expense,  to  obtain  the  qualification  insisted  on 
by  Parliament  before  being  entrusted  with  this  particular 
work.  Compensation  is  in  the  air  just  now,  and  millions  of 
money  are  raining  down.  Who  can  tell  whether  some  of  the 
shower  may  not  fall  on  the  parched  and  arid  plains  of 
pharmacy  when  deprived  of  its  vested  interests  1 

WHAT  ABOUT  THE  PROSPECT  ? 

Surveying  the  situation  we  find 

That  Parliament  has  after  frequent  inquiry  declared  that  only 
a  special  class  of  people  should  be  entrusted  with  the  handling 
of  poison — viz.,  those  who  had  been  subjected  to  an  examination 
by  a  competent  authority. 
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That  in  thus  selecting  a  special  class  and  testing  them  by  ex- 
amination they  were  following  a  well-established  precedent  and 
acting  on  the  oidy  principle  on  which  a  proper  selection  could  be 
made. 

That  chemists  were  selected  as  the  class,  and  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  as  the  examining  body  and  administrators  of  the 
Act. 

That  the  only  fault  found  with  them  is  that  they  have  tramped 
on  the  corns  of  some  people  in  safeguarding  the  public  safety. 

That  Parliament  felt  constrained  to  add  to  the  stringency  of  | 
the  Poisons  Act  in  order  to  make  the  measure  sufficiently  strong 
and  effective  for  coping  witli  the  evils  of  unrestricted  sale  which 
it  had  been  introduced  to  cure. 

That  the  same  evil  effects  as  were  rampant  when  the  Poison 
BiU  was  passed  are  still  found  to  be  the  disastrous  concomitants 
of  an  unrestricted  sale  of  poison. 

The  history  of  the  development  of  poisons  legislation  her^ 
traced  most  effectively  disposes  of  the  reasoning  and  \ 
assumption  of  the  report  in  paragraphs  3,  4,  and  5,  on  which  j 
the  superstructure  of  its  recommendations  are  based,  and 
emphatically  so  in  its  main  assumption  in  No.  4 ;  for  it 
makes  it  abundantly  clear  that  the  logic  of  events  inevitably 
brought  Parliament  to  the  conclusion  that  all  such  poisonous  I 
compounds  should  only  be  entrusted  to  the  keeping  of  those 
who  by  examination  were  found  qualified.  "  If  time  had 
permitted  to  deal  with  the  administration  of  the  Act,  I 
would,"  said  Mr.  Paterson  in  conclusion,  "  have  shown  how 
the  weakness  there,  as  pointed  out  in  the  paragraph  headed 
'  Prosecution  of  Unregistered  Sellers  of  Poison,'  could  be 
remedied  by  means  for  which  there  is  ample  precedent,  and 
through  which  the  yearly  loss  on  prosecutions  would  be 
avoided,  and  leave  the  sum  thus  saved  free  for  providing  for 
the  more  efficient  carrying  out  of  the  Act.  The  next  para- 
graph is  headed  '  Inconvenience  to  Farmers  and  Gardeners.' 
Mr.  Lowe's  logic  disposes  of  all  such  pleas,  and  I  have 
further  shown  that  they  do  not  suffer  more — indeed,  not  so 
much — as  other  large  classes  of  the  community,  who  suffer 
restraint  of  trade  in  the  interests  of  the  public  safety.  In 
regard  to  their  recommendations,  all  I  have  to  say  is  that 
the  foundation  being  demolished  the  superstructure  cannot 
stand.  With  regard  to  the  two  minority  reports,  Mr. 
Cross's  suggestion  that  the  present  powers  exercised  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  should  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  Privy  Council  was,  as  I  have 
mentioned,  discussed  during  the  passage 
of  the  1868  Act,  and  the  reasons  which 
induced  Parliament  to  retain  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  in  the  Act  as  the 
better  authority  are  as  valid  now  as  then. 
His  other  suggestion  about  unqualified 
assistants  carries  absurdity  on  the  face 
of  it.  I  am  sure  that  you  will  agree 
with  me  that  in  Mr.  Hills's  report  we 
have  the  case  stated  in  a  very  excellent 
way  and  with  great  moderation." 


IPbarmacp  in  3nt>ia. 


A  Cawnpore  Pharmacy. 
rI1HE  annexed  photograph  is  one  of 
J.  two  that  we  have  received  from 
Cawnpore.  They  were  taken  on  Pro- 
clamation day,  January  1,  1903,  and  they 
show  Messrs.  Charles  &  Co.'s  pharmacy, 
decorated  for  the  occasion  with  many 
flowers,  besides  lamps  for  illumination  in  the  evening.  The 
one  that  we  reproduce  shows  the  proprietress,  Mrs.  W.  G. 
Sloan,  standing  on  the  verandah.  Another  shows  the  staff  of 
native  servants  in  the  front  of  the  building.  This  house  is 
the  reputed  birthplace  of  Earl  Roberts,  but  his  Lordship  has 
informed  us  that  he  is  under  the  impression  that  the 
original  house  was  burnt  down  at  the  Mutiny.  A  pharmacy 
was  started  in  the  house  photographed  in  1863,  six  years 
after  the  Mutiny.  It  is  situated  immediately  opposite  the 
beautiful  memorial  gardens  in  Cawnpore,  which  contain  the 
historic  well  of  sad  memory.    Over  this  well  now  stands  a 


beautiful  marble  figure  of  an  angel  in  front  of  a  cross.  Few 
pharmacies  in  the  British  Empire  have  so  bright  an  outlook 
as  Messrs.  Charles  &  Co.'s.    Mr.  W.  G.  Sloan,  chemist  and 


druggist,  the  manager  of  the  pharmacy,  was  formerly  with 
Messrs.  John  Bell  &  Co.,  of  225  Oxford  Street,  W.  The 
business  is  chiefly  dispensing,  and  there  are  fewer  side-lines 
connected  with  it  than  is  usually  the  case  in  India. 


A  Calcutta  Improvement. 

The  subjoined  illustration  represents  the  head  establish- 
ment of  Messrs.  Smith.  Stanistreet  &  Co.,  pharmaceutical 
chemists,  Dalhousie  Square,  Calcutta,  where  the  business 
has  been  established  since  1821.  It  indicates  one  of  many 
improvements  that  the  growth  of  the  business  has  called  for 
in  recent  years.  Formerly  the  verandah  covered  only  the 
two  centre  doorways  :  the  handsome  new  structure,  100  feet 
long,  affords  an  ample  shade  and  protection  for  stock  within 


the  spacious  "  hall,"  as  the  retail  department  is  called, 
extending  almost  the  whole  length  of  the  building.  The 
photograph  gives  an  inadequate  idea  of  the  extent  of  the 
premises — the  gateways  on  either  side  give  access  to  the 
"  compound,"  where  are  situated  the  soda-water  factory,  the 
manufacturing  departments,  great  storage  "godowns,"  tin- 
smiths' and  carpenters'  work-sheds,  and  the  stables  and 
coach-house.  There  is  a  branch  of  the  business  in  Calcutta  ; 
one  at  Howrah,  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Hooghly ;  and 
one  at  Darjeeling,  the  sanatorium  of  Bengal,  in  the  Hima- 
layas. 
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I7ROM  what  I  can  gather  business  generally  is  in  a  rather 
quiescent  state.  I  hear  grumblings  of  a  somewhat  unac- 
countable stagnation,  which,  however,  is  not  likely,  accord- 
ing to  all  reports,  to  last  long.  The  waking-up  process  has 
taken  rather  longer  than  usual  this  year,  but  when  it  does 
<^>me  it  will  be  world-wide  in  its  tlr  roughness.  Many 
business-men  have  told  me  so  whose  success  makes  their 
prophecies  worthy  of  respect. 

I  suppose  that  there  are  now  many  in  the  trade  who  are 
not  aware  of  the  fact  that  twenty  years  ago,  when 

A  New  Remedy 

came  on  the  market,  there  was  practically  but  one  channel 
through  which  it  came,  and  one  man  who  had  faith  in  the 
commercial  aspects  of  new  drugs — I  mean  Mr.  Thomas 
Christy,  F.L.S.    His  business  during  late  years  has  diverged 

into  several 
paths,  and  his 
young  partners 
—Mr.  Gilbert 
Christy,  Mr. 
Richardson,  and 
Mr.  Jahn — may 
be  relied  upon 
to  keep  a  grip  of 
these  develop- 
ments and  more 
that  are  to 
come.  Yet  these 
facts  have  not 
blunted  the  edge 
of  Mr.  Christy's 
enthusiasm  for 
a  good  new 
remedy.  The 
latest  one  is  the 
root  of  Cassia 
Beareana,  an 
East  African 
remedy  for 
black  water 

fever  and  bilious  remittent  fever.    It  is  new  in  the  sense 
that  inquiries  are  coming  in  for  it,  but  it  is  about  five 
years  since  Mr.  Christy  first  heard  of  it  from  Dr.  D.  R. 
O'Sullivan-Beare,  H.M.  Vice-Consul  at  Pemba,  who  heard 
of  it  on  one  of  his  journeys  into  the  interior,  when  cne 
of  his  bearers  was  stricken  down  with  blackwater  fever,  and 
the  headman  cured  him  in  a  night  with  a  decoction  of 
the  root.     Knowing  what  a  scourge  blackwater  fever  is, 
Mr.  Christy  was  all  anxiety  to  get  some  of  the  root,  and, 
after  much  trouble,  Dr.  O'Sullivan-Beare  got  him  specimens 
and  sufficient  botanical  material  to  enable  Mr.  Holmes  to 
decide  that  the  root  is  from  a  hitherto  unnamed  species  of 
Cassia,  which  he  has  called  C.  Beareana.    Dr.  O'Sullivan- 
Beare  contributed  a  lengthy  article  on  the  drug  to  the 
Lancet  of  February  1,  1902,  demonstrating  conclusively  its 
therapeutic  efficacy,  especially  in  the  treatment  of  inter- 
mittent fevers  such  as  malaria  and  blackwater  fever.  It 
succeeds  where  quinine  fails,  as  well  as  where  quinine 
succeeds,  and   Dr.   O'Sullivan-Beare's    experience  is  well 
supported,  especially  by  Dr.  Beling,  an  American  practitioner, 
who  has  proved  that  it  is  a  specific  in  all  cases  of  malarial 
fever,  because  it  kills  the  tertian  parasite.    It  was  a  cutting 
from  a  Ceylon  paper  which  took  me  to  Old  Swan  Lane  to 
hear  something  about  the  commercial  side  of  the  matter 
from  Mr.  Christy,  and  it  was  quite  in  accordance  with  his 
nature  that  the  scientific  side  formed  the  bulk  of  the  con- 
versation.   Amongst  other  things  he  told  me  was  that 
Dr.    Beckurts,    the    well-known    German    chemist,  has 
thoroughly  examined  the  root  of  Cassia  Beareana,  and  has 
found  neither  alkaloid  nor  crystalline  principle  in  it.  The 
active  constituent  is  not  known,  so  Mr.  Christy's  firm  are  to 
continue  to  make  the  fluid  extract  of  the  drug  on  the  lines 
they  started — viz..  those  of  the  native  practitioners,  aqueous 
decoction  concentrated  and  preserved  with  alcohol.  Dr. 
Beling  has  given  this  preparation  intravenously  as  well  as 
jper  os,  and  finds  it  to  act  expeditiously.    The  fluid  extract  is 


Mr.  T.  Christy,  F.L.S. 


given  in  doses  of  20  drops  up  to  a  drachm,  and  costs 
chemists  26s.  per  lb.  I  dare  say  there  are  many  chemists  in 
South  Africa  and  elsewhere  who  will  be  able  to  bring  the 
remedy  under  the  notice  of  their  medical  friends.  It  strikes 
me  as  a  remedy  which  malaria  experts  should  give  a  good 
trial,  for  as  yet  it  is  the  most  promising  medicine  for  black- 
water  fever.    The  latest  novelties  at 

Maw's 

are  to  be  seen  in  the  surgical-instrument  department,  where 
a  new  aluminium  respirator  for  factory  use  was  shown  me 
the  other  day.  This  respirator,  which  is  very  light,  is 
double,  and  hinged  so  that  layers  of  cotton-wool  may  be 
interposed,  which  may  be  used  as  a  filter  by  itself,  or  the 
wool  may  be  saturated  with  an  appropriate  antidote.  It  fits 
over  nose  and  mouth,  being  edged  with  flannel  and  bent 
brass-wire  clasped  round  the  ears  (in  the  manner  of  spec- 
tac  les)  keeps  the  respirator  in  place.  The  respirators  sell  at 
36s.  per  doz.,  and  will  be  appreciated  by  those  who  find  the 
ordinary  Tyndall's  respirator  too  expensive.  In  the  show- 
room I  noted  a  pyramid  sponge-case  for  showing  the  india- 
rubber  sponges  which  are  selling  so  freely  nowadays.  The 
case  shows  seven  sizes  of  sponges  to  retail  at  from  Is.  Qd.  to 
6s.  each.  A  pretty  series  of  hand-painted  puff  and  sponge  boxes 


Closed.  Open. 

of  papier- mauhA  are  new  and  chic.  The  new  patent  Leverlock 
seltzogene  will  probably  interest  pharmacists  during  the  coming 
summer.  As  the  illustration  shows  there  is  no  screw.  The 
tap,  which  is  in  one  piece,  is  placed  directly  on  the  glass, 
the  levers  are  adjusted  to  fall  into  place  on  the  cap,  and  are 
easily  pressed  into  position,  catching  on  the  projecting  lugs 
and  keeping  firm  and  tight.  The  advantages  claimed  for 
the  Leverlock  are  that  there  are  no  screws  to  get  clogged  or 
worn  out,  there  is  no  friction,  and  the  adjustment  is  simple 
and  easily  manipulated.  The  seltzogenes  are  made  in  the 
usual  sizes  (3-pint,  5-pint,  and  8-pint),  wire  or  cane-covered. 
The  trade  prices  are  10s.,  13s.  6d.,  and  20s.,  and  lis.,  14s.  6d., 
and  23s.,  for  wire  or  cane  covered  respectively. 

Voigtlander's 

name  is  one  of  the  best  known  in  connection  with  photo- 
graphy. The  firm  was  established  at  Brunswick  in  1756,  and 
was  the  first  to  supply  lenses  especially  for  use  in  photo- 
graphy when  that  art  was  discovered.  Since  that  time  the 
developments  of  the  art  have  been  closely  followed,  with  the 
result  that  lenses  and  other  pieces  of  apparatus  have  been 
produced  which,  by  their  excellence,  have  fully  maintained 
the  reputation  of  the  firm.  With  these  thoughts  in  my  mind 
I  called  on  Mr.  Stanbury,  who  represents  Messrs.  Voigtliinder 
&  Sohn,  A.G.,  at  12  Charterhouse  Street,  Holborn  Circus. 
E.C.,  and  inspected  some  of  the  novelties  in  lenses  and 
cameras  which  have  been  prepared  for  the  coming  season. 
First  I  should  mention  the  Collinear  lenses,  to  which  new 
series  have  been  added,  and  the  Heliar  lenses.  The  last- 
named,  working  at  f .  4  5,  is  perfection  for  portrait  phott  - 
graphy.  My  proofs  of  the  excellence  of  the  Collinear  and 
Heliar  lenses  are  a  set  of  15  x  12  enlargements  from  £-plate 
negatives.  In  these  it  is  difficult  to  be  certain  that  the 
pictures  are  not  printed  directly  from  large  negatives,  so 
perfect  is  the  detail.  The  subjects  of  the  enlargements — 
yacht  racing,  horse  exercising  and  portraiture — were  mostly 
photographed  instantaneously,  yet  the  absence  of  any  trace 
of  blur  is  secured.  Turning  now  to  hand-cameras  the 
"  Favourite  "  folding  camera,  the  "  New  Universal "  camera, 
and  the  Voiglander  film-camera  are  the  only  ones  I  have 
space  to  refer  to  in  detail.  The  "  Favourite "  possesses 
rigidity,  lightness,  and  portability,  and,  although  a  folding 
camera,  is  quickly  pulled  into  position.    Black  leather  and 
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ebonite  are  the  materials  used  in  construction,  with 
aluminium  or  magnalium-metal  parts  according  to  the 
exigences  of  the  case.  The  camera  is  fitted  with  a  focal- 
plane  shutter,  with  aljustable  slit,  which  can  be  released 
by  hand  or  pneumatic  power  as  desired.  A  Collinear  lens. 
Series  III.,  f.  6  8,  with  focussing-mount,  a  Newton  view- 
finder,  and  compact  double  dark-slides,  with  aluminium 
mountings,  are  the  other  items  in  the  specification.  An 

attachment  for 
film  is  also  obtain- 
able, and  leather 
carrying  -  case. 
The  "  New  Uni- 
versal "  camera  is 
so  called  because 
it  is  adaptable  to 
so  many  different 
requirements.  It 
can,  first  of  all,  be 
used  for  every 
length  of  focus, 
and  has  removable  backs  for  either  films  or  plates,  and  the 
focal-plane  shutter  is  detachable.  The  camera  opens  by 
means  of  an  aluminium  trellis  of  such  a  thickness  that 
rigidity  is  ensured.  The  illustration  shows  the  removable 
backs.  The  Voigtliinder 
film-camera  is  of  the  folding 
type,  and  is  full  of  little 
conveniences  and  improve- 
ments on  this  type  of  camera. 
The  illustration  is  self-ex- 
planatory, but  I  should 
mention  that  loading  with 
cartridge  film  is  much  facili- 
tated by  the  spring  clips 
which  engage  the  spools. 
The  long-focus  film  camera 
of  the  same  class  is  called 
the  "Wellcome."  I  may 
state,  in  closing,  that  the 
mild  and  bright  weather  of 
the  present  month  augurs,  in 
the  opinion  of  many  in  the  trade,  for  an  early  photographic 
season,  so  that  it  is  not  too  early  to  be  looking  out  for  new 
goods. 

A  New  Carboxating-machine. 
In  the  Winter  Number  of  the  C.      B.  I  mentioned  a  new 
syphon-filler  and   draught-arm   which  Mr.  R.  J.  Reuter, 

6  Well  Street,  Jewin  Street, 
'V      ,:V  E.G.,    had    patented.  I 

now  give  an  illustration 
of  the  apparatus,  which  I 
inspected  again  the  other 
day.  The  design  of 
the  inventor  has  evi- 
dently been  to  combine  the 
purposes  of  the  draught- 
arm,  the  soda-fountain,  and 
the  soda-water  machine, 
and  to  all  intuits  and  pur- 
poses he  has  succeeded. 
As  the  illustration  shows,  a 
simple  and  compact  con- 
trivance has  been  intro- 
duced. The  draught-arm 
is  said  to  be  of  pure  block 
tin  and  to  be  thus  in- 
capable of  metallic  con- 
tamination. In  the  cup- 
board underneath  is  shown 
the  carbonator,  which  is  first  filled  with  water,  and  then 
liquid  carbonic-acid  gas  is  introduced  from  a  steel  tube, 
which,  of  course,  is  hidden  in  some  corner  or  in  the  basement. 
Aeration  is  effected  by  simply  turning  the  handle,  and  thus 
churning  the  water  and  carbonic  acid  in  the  large  cylinder 
until  the  dial  shows  that  the  proper  pressure  has  been 
attained.  Then  while  the  draught-arm  is  supplied  by  one 
feed-pixie  for  the  cylinder  another  pipe  may  be  connected 
to  a  syphon-filling  machine  in  the  cellar  or  other  convenient 
place,  and  the  chemist  may  fill  his  own  syphons.  The 


draught-arm  is  fitted  with  an  automatic  tiller  which  draws 
,  off  one  glass  of  aerated  water,  and  the  crystal  syrup-jars 
in  the  brass  stand  combined  with  the  marble-topped  cabinet 
will  look  in  no  way  out  of  place  in  the  most  recherchd  phar- 
macy. By  means  of  his  apparatus  Mr.  Reuter  reckons 
that  the  cost  of  a  syphon  containing  28  oz.  of  aerated 
water  should  not  be  more  than  \d.  The  complete  plant 
(syphon-filler  included)  costs  48/.,  and  can  be  seen  at  work 
in  Mr.  Reuter's  office  by  anyone  interested.  The  weight  of 
the  whole  apparatus  (which  stands  3  feet  high  to  marble 
top  and  is  2  feet  3  inches  wide)  is,  with  cabinet,  syphon- 
filler,  and  vases,  about  3  cwt. 

In  the  course  of  recent  ramblings  I  happened  on  a  large 
building  in  Falcon  Square,  E.C.,  which  is  being  transformed 
into  a  new  home  for 

Lyxch's. 

The  old  building  in  Aldersgate  Street,  which  Messrs. 
Lynch  &  Co.  (Limited)  have  inhabited  so  long,  is  far  too 
small  nowadays  for  the  business  done.  So  an  army  of  work- 
men are  hammering  and  painting,  and  pulling  down  and 
building  up,  and  generally  licking  into  shape,  the  five-floor 
building  for  Messrs.  Lynch,  and  when  completed  it  will  be, 
according  to  Mr.  Winter,  '-one  of  the  finest  suites  of 
business-premises  in  London."  At  present  the  interior  is 
chaotic,  but  by  March  25  it  is  expected  that  order  will  be 
evolved,  and  hydraulic  and  passenger  lifts,  telephones  and 
electric  light,  swing-doors,  and  show-rooms  be  in  full 
working-order. 

I  looked  in  at  96  High  Holborn  the  other  day  to  find  out 
how 

JUNOFLORIS 

is  progressing.  In  the  Chemist  and  Druggist  of 
December  13,  1902,  page  973,  we  described  this  novel  pre- 
servative for  cut  flowers,  and  Mr.  Edwards  informed  me 
that  the  idea  has  taken  readily.  Orders  have  romped  in 
from  all  quarters,  and  he  showed  me  an  export  order  he  had 
just  received  from  some  place  with  an  uncouth  name  in 
South  Africa.  Those  who  have  used  Junofloris  speak  well 
of  its  value  as  a  preservative,  and  it  appears  to  be  an  article 
that  chemists  can  handle  readily  and  approximately.  It  is 
packed  in  two  sizes  to  retail  at  Is.  and  2s.  6rZ.  respectively. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writer*. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  cu 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest 


Monthly  Statements  :  Another  Complaint. 

Sir, — A  few  months  ago  you  published  a  letter  of  mine  in 
which  a  strong  complaint  was  made  of  the  dilatory  and 
unsatisfactory  manner  monthly  accounts  are  rendered  by  a 
large  number  of  wholesale  houses.  I  venture  to  think  that 
my  grievance  was  not  considered  altogether  unimportant, 
because  both  Mr.  Charles  TJmney  and  Xrayser  took  notice 
of  it,  and  practically  admitted  the  reasonable  nature  of  my 
primary  requirement.  Up  to  the  present  time,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  I  can  chronicle  no  general  acquiesence  in  the  justice  of 
my  demand,  which,  briefly  stated,  was  this — that  all  monthly 
statements  should  be  rendered  by  the  10th  of  the  month,  so 
that  the  debtor  may  be  given  an  opportunity  of  clearing  his 
liabilities  by  the  15th. 

Twenty-six  years  ago,  when  I  started  business  on  my  own 
account,  the  majority  of  houses  with  whom  I  transacted 
business  rendered  their  statements  either  half-yearly  or 
every  three  months,  and  there  was  a  general  understanding, 
often  verbally  Expressed,  by  representatives  of  firms  that 
payment  was  not  so  much  a  matter  of  urgency  as  was  the 
repetition  of  orders.  At  the  present  time,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  very  few  old-established  firms,  all  accounts  are 
rendered  monthly,  and  there  is  every  indication  that  payment 
is  considered  to  be  a  matter  of  urgency,  and  is  expected  to 
be  absolutely  prompt.  I  accept  the  changed  conditions — 
indeed  I  prefer  them — but  I  contend  that  a  little  more 
promptness  is  required  on  the  other  side. 

In  dealing  with  an  average  of  forty  or  fifty  monthly 
payments,  the  retailer,  who  through  the  personal  nature  of 
his  business  is  exceptionally  handicapped  in  finding  the 
necessary  time  for  his  financial  transactions,  should  be  able, 
immediately  after  the  10th  of  the  month,  to  make  a  complete 
list  of  his  monthly  liability.  Under  the  present  system  this 
is  absolutely  impossible,  as  statements  keep  dropping  in  at 
all  sorts  of  intervals,  from  the  1st  right  away  to  the  end. 
I  maintain  that  this  is  a  most  unbusiness-like  procedure, 
both  irritating,  and  expensive,  because  customer's  time  and 
temper  are  wasted  in  vain  endeavours  to  reach  the  net  sum 
payable. 

For  my  wholesale  friends  generally  I  have  nothing  but 
the  greatest  respect,  they  are  always  ready  to  help,  courteous 
and  obliging  to  the  last  degree,  and  studiously  careful  in 
their  customers'  interests.  After  all  these  years  I  have 
learned  to  appreciate  the  many  services  performed,  in  the 
ordinary  way  of  business,  which  are  not  always  balanced  by 
mere  payment  of  the  account  current.  My  criticism  must 
therefore  be  regarded  as  friendly,  but  none  the  less  acute. 
In  no  trade  outside  our  own  could  such  laxity  be  tolerated. 
If  the  much-tried  chemist  and  druggist  is  to  differentiate 
into  the  sharp  and  up-to-date  man  of  business,  drawing  his 
trade  through  all  kinds  of  channels,  and  his  customers  from 
all  kinds  of  traders,  grant  him,  at  least,  the  opportunity  of 
running  his  show  on  business-like  lines.  This  feat  is 
accomplished  by  a  certain  number  of  very  busy  firms  with 
unbroken  regularity,  why  not  by  each  and  all  ? 

I  am,  very  faithfully  yours, 

An  Ordinary  Retailer.  (225/21.) 

Co-operators'  Prices. 
Sir, — I  was  very  much  amused  by  the  letter  of  "  Co- 
operator  and  Minor  Man  "  in  the  C.  Sf  D.  of  February  14,  and 
would  like  to  ask  him  three  questions : — 

(1)  Does  he  think  it  fair  play,  if  co-operative  societies  are  to  be 
allowed  to  sell  articles  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list  at  the  same  price  as 
ordinary  dealers,  giving,  as  he  states,  15  per  cent,  dividend  ? 

(2)  "Who  are  the  supporters  of  the  P.A.T.A. — the  co-operative 
societies  or  the  chemists  and  original  vendors  ? 


(3)  Does  he  imagine,  because  co-operative  societies  are  deprived 
from  selling  P.A.T.A.  articles  for  not  complying  with  the  rules, 
the  sales  of  P.A.T.A.  medicines,  foods,  &c,  will  go  down  ? 

Not  a  bit  of  it ;  people  will  have  advertised  articles,  and, 
instead  of  the  co-operative  societies  buying  by  the  gross, 
their  next-door  neighbour  and  original  vendor  will  be  able  to 
do  so,  instead  of  his  quarter-dozen.  Chemists  or  original 
vendors  will  then  take  more  interest  in  the  sale  of  P.A.T.A. 
articles,  instead  of  packing  their  own.  Up  to  to  the  present, 
it  seems  to  me,  instead  of  being  a  boycott  of  the  stores,  it 
has  been  that  of  the  original  vendors,  who  are  the  supporters 
of  the  P.A.T.A.  ;  and  should  the  interviewed  proprietors  still 
supply  co-operative  societies  it  is  the  duty  of  all  original 
vendors  to  simply  not  stock  their  goods. 

Yours  sincerely, 

J.  H.  Shuttleworth. 

Stores  and  Assistants. 

Sir, — There  is  one  little  fact  which  Messrs.  Pickering,  &c. 
overlook  in  their  agitation  for  the  extinction  of  indoor  berths 
and  for  better  salaries — viz.,  that  "  they  cannot  draw  blood 
from  a  stone."  A  great  many  chemists'  businesses  (in  fact, 
I  believe,  the  majority)  turn  over  less  than  1,000/.  a  year, 
making  a  net  profit  of  something  over  200/.  ;  out  of  this  has 
to  come  the  assistant's  (unqualified)  salary — about  40/.  or 
more — and  his  board,  &c.  How  is  it  possible  for  them  to 
pay  an  extra  50/.  per  annum  in  order  that  the  assistant  may 
have  the  pleasure  of  living  out  ?  If  so,  then  the  unqualified 
assistant  would  draw  out  of  the  business  about  the  same 
amount  as  the  principal.  If  not — which  is  my  contention — 
then  why  Messrs.  Pickering,  &c,  agitation.  They  imagine 
that  we  are  all'  Squires  or  Martindales.  Assistants  are  paid 
much  better  now  than  they  were  a  few  years  ago,  but  they 
are  far  from  being  satisfied,  and  even  if  their  employers 
offered  them  better  remuneration  than  that  remaining  for 
themselves  they  would  still  be  dissatisfied,  and,  like  Oliver 
Twist,  "  They  would  holloa  for  more." 

Yours,  &c, 

Last  Straw.  (228/42.) 

Sir, —  I  have  read  with  interest  the  remarks  of  your 
numerous  correspondents,  and  I  fully  agree  with  "  Xylem  " 
that  chemists  should  show  moderation  towards  their  assistants, 
do  away  with  the  indoor  method,  and  shorten  that  excessive 
indoor  duty  after  hours.  Why  do  qualified  men  and 
assistants  prefer  the  stores  1  They  have  shorter  hours,  better 
salary  and  bonus,  Sundays  free,  no  shrieking  night-bell,  and 
they  live  out,  with  half-day  per  week  thrown  in  (a  privilege 
which  is  seldom  obtained  when  working  for  a  chemist). 
Compare  these  prospects  with  those  of  an  assistant  with  a 
chemist.    Result — an  absolute  contrast. 

Yours,  &c, 
A  Qualified  Chemist.  (227/58.) 

Sir, — I  think  "  Xylem  "  has  hit  the  nail  on  the  head  with 
regard  to  the  "  indoor  system,"  which  all  chemists  with  an 
open  and  honest  mind  feel  should  be  abolished.  I  do 
not  think,  however,  it.  would  tend  to  stop  company  trading, 
which  is  here — and  here  it  will  stay — so  why  not  make  the 
best  of  a  bad  bargain  1  I  know  that  chemists  generally  are 
averse  to  assistants  serving  stores,  but  they  have  it  in 
their  own  hands  to  prevent  that.  Why  should  stores  be 
able  to  pay  qualified  assistants  salaries  ranging  from  2/.  \0s. 
to  3/.  per  week  with  commission  at  the  rate  of  12/.  per 
annum,  while  chemists  salaries  range  from  2/.  to  2/.  10s.  per 
week.  Is  it  on  account  of  the  modern  system  of  trading, 
or  for  the  reason  that  a  man  goes  into  the  best  market  ?  If 
chemists  generally  would  increase  assistants'  salaries  and 
reduce  their  hours,  they  would  find  no  scarcity.  Chemists 
should  put  their  own  house  in  order  first.  Why  should 
qualified  men  play  second  fiddle  to  their  unqualified 
I  brethren,  which  I  know  happens  in  a  great  many  shops 
occupied  by  chemists,  but  very  rarely  in  stores. 

Yours  faithfully. 

Qualified  M.P.S.  (227/14.) 

Prescribers  and  Dispensers. 

Sir, — The  art  of  prescribing  and  that  of  dispensing  ought 
always  to  be  in  harmony ;  and  so  they  would  be  if  the  axiom 
of  Marcus  Aurelius  were  observed — "  Love  thy  art  whatever 
it  be  which  thou  hast  learned."    In  reality  the  art  of  the 


Februaky  28,  1903 


THE  UHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


375 


dispensing  chemist  is  more  dependable  than  that  of  the  pre- 
scriber,  whicli  is  frequently  perfunctory  or  the  result  of 
sheer  ignorance  of  the  practice  of  pharmacy.  It  may  be 
asked  what  the  skilled  dispenser  should  do  in  the  following 
cases  1 — plumbi  acet.  with  inf.  rosie  co. ;  spt.  ammon.  ar. 
and  inf.  roste  co. ;  potas.  bicarb,  with  oxymel.  scillse ;  or  with 
such  tremendous  doses  as  potas.  iod.  5SS.,  to  be  repeated 
twelve  times  at  short  intervals.  According  to  the  dictum  of 
the  B.M.J.,  "  the  chemist  has  no  right  to  alter  a  prescription 
— his  office  is  merely  executive."  This  kind  of  logic  would 
be  almost  amusing  did  it  not  involve  the  loss  of  health — nay, 
even  of  life  itself — and  on  whom  would  the  responsibility 
rest  1  To  engender  antagonistic  feeling  between  patients  and 
their  faithful  coadjutors  and  frequent  advisers  upon  subjects 
which,  although  of  the  highest  importance  not  only  to  the 
individual  but  to  society  at  large,  do  not  come  within 
the  purview  of  general  practitioners,  and  which  they  neither 
know  nor  care  for,  is,  to  say  the  least,  impolitic,  cutting 
both  ways,  and  the  incision  will  generally  prove  deeper  on 
the  pachydermatous  hide  of  the  aggressor. 

Yours  very  faithfully, 

R.  Goodwin  Mum  bray. 

Dimethyl  Sulphate. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer  informs  us  that  attention  should  be 
called  to  the  fact,  not  perhaps  generally  known,  that  the 
vapour  of  dimethyl  sulphate  is  dangerous,  as  it  has  a  highly 
corrosive  action  on  the  lungs,  and  is  also  physiologically 
assthetic.  The  effect  of  the  vapour  passes  unnoticed  for  the 
moment  (consequent  on  the  an:«3thetic  nature)  although  the 
operator  may  actually  be  seriously  affected. 

Extracts  made  "  in  Vacuo." 

Sir,— In  reference  to  the  Edinburgh  tradition  that  Mr. 
Thomas  Smith  was  the  first  person  to  make  extracts  in  vacuo, 
and  your  statement  that  Barry  introduced  the  process  in 
1820,  may  I  remind  you  that  Barry  got  the  idea  from  E.  C. 
Howard,  who  patented  the  vacuum  apparatus  in  1812  (see 
C.  $  JO.,  June  19,  1897,  page  957).  The  Edinburgh  tradition 
is  remarkable,  because  Professor  Duncan,  the  predecessor  of 
Christison,  got  specimens  of  extracts  prepared  in  vacuo  by 
Barry  between  1820  and  1825-  (seeChristison's  "  Dispensatory" 
page  x).  Perhaps  it  was  to  Mr.  Smith  that  Christison  referred 
in  saying,  "  The  preparation  of  extracts  in  vacuo  is  gaining 
ground  slowly  among  druggists  ;  and  is  practised  in  this 
city  as  well  as  in  London."  Yours  faithfully, 

Vacuum.  (29/71). 


Dispensing  Notes. 


A  Bulawayo  Prescription. 

Sir, — How  can  the  following  prescription  be  turned  out 
elegantly  ? — 

Salol  5ii- 

Mag.  sulph     5iv. 

Tr.  chlorof.  et  morph,  co.  (1835)   ...  in72 

Mucil   ...  q.s. 

Aq.  menth.  pip.  ad  ...       ...       ...  5vj. 

M. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Yoyageur.  (204,61.) 

[Salol  is  often  prescribed  in  mixtures  ;  in  fact,  it  has  a  per- 
manent place  in  some  Hospital  Pharmacopa-ias.  An  important 
feature  in  dispensing  it  when  combined  with  other  salts  is  to  use 
a  large  quantity  of  mucilage.  It  cannot  be  placed  in  the  same 
category  as  the  bismuth  salts.  It  falls  to  the  bottom  of  the  bottle 
in  a  somewhat  granular  form,  and  therefore,  in  the  above  case,  as 
much  as  2  dr.  of  mucilage  is  necessary  to  be  sure  the  patient  gets 
something  near  the  dose  intended,  and  prevent  caking.  Dissolve 
the  magnesium  sulphate  in  2  oz.  of  the  peppermint-water.  Put 
the  salol  in  a  mortar,  and  rub  up  with  a  mixture  of  2  dr.  each 
mucilage  and  peppermint-water ;  transfer  to  the  bottle  containing 
the  salt-solution,  wash  out  the  mortar,  and  so  on  S.A.] 

226/74.  Cranque. — You  will  find  a  chapter  on  dispensing 
French  prescriptions  in  "  The  Art  of  Dispensing." 

24/96.  L.  T. — We  have  tried  your  pills  again  with 
different  extracts,  and  did  not  have  the  difficulty  complained 
of.  On  this  occasion  we  slightly  softened  the  extracts  and 
added  pulv.  glycyrrhizw  to  stiffen. 


Mucilage  and  Borax. 

The  following  prescription  does  not  look  to  be  a  difficult 
one,  but  it  has  given  some  dispensers  trouble.  We  find  the 
easiest  method  is  to  rub  up  the  borax  with  the  glycerin  and 
tincture  previously  mixed,  and  then  add  the  mucilage  : — 


Tr.  benzoin,  co.    %ss. 

Glycerin.       ...       ...       ...       ...  Jss. 

Pulv.  sodii  biborat   ...  5j- 

Mucilaginis    ...       ...       ...  ... 


Modern  Prescribing. 

Sir, — I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  prescription  by  an  M.D.  in 
this  town,  which  we  have  just  dispense}.  It  seems  to  me 
that  he  might  as  well  have  added  Dr.  Williams's  pink  pills, 
Doan's  backache-ache  pills,  and  Seigel's  syrup.  The  doctor 
in  question  is  ooe  of  the  "  modern"  school. 

Nemo.  (224/39.) 

u     Himrod's  asthma-cure. 
With  directions. 

«    Byno-glycerophosph.  (A.  &  H.). 
-t    Bipalat.  Blaud  pil.  (Oppenheimer1. 
Mitte  50. 
Sig. :  j.  t.d.s. 

Kutnow's  powder. 
Rigollot's  mustard-leaves. 

Citrine  Ointment  and  Carbolic  Acid. 

Sir. — I  had  the  enclosed  prescription  to  dispense  : — 

Acid,  carbolic.    ...  5iss. 

Ung.  hyd.  nit.  dil   Jiij. 

Ft.  ung. 

I  first  made  the  slab  slightly  warm,  melted  the  acid,  and 
stirred  it  into  the  ointment,  when  I  got  a  dark  colouration. 
I  tried  a  second  lot,  with  the  same  result,  so  sent  it  out,  but 
had  it  returned,  as  it  was  not  the  same  colour  as  had  been 
obtained  in  another  town.  I  then  tried  it  with  acid,  carbol. 
liq.,  and  got  an  ointment  without  colouration.  I  should  be 
glad  to  know  which  is  the  proper  acid  to  use,  and  why  the 
difference  in  colour.  Faithfully  vours, 

W.  W.  (208/36.) 

[We  have  tried  this  ointment,  and  failed  to  get  the  black  colour, 
either  with  crystallised  or  liquefied  carbolic  acid.  Perhaps  others 
will  try.] 

224/17.  Phthisis. — We  cannot  undertake  the  translation 
of  Latin  prescriptions. 

Legal  Queries. 


Consult  "The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,"  1903, 
before  formulating  Queries. 


224/25.  Jena. — (1)  A  lease  ends  automatically.  (2)  The 
holder  of  a  wine-licence  may,  of  course,  object  to  its 
transfer. 

73/18.  Metolite. — -You  will  find  a  comlete  list  of  poisons 
in  our  Diary. 

18/65.  Fctox. — The  titles  are  descriptive,  and  action  in 
respect  to  the  use  of  them  must  depend  upon  colorable 
imitation. 

220/51.  Thyme. — Although  a  month's  notice  as  between 
employers  and  employes  is  the  rule  in  the  retail  trade,  it  is 
not  in  the  wholesale. 

224/15.  Tn  Doubt.— As  to  the  sale  of  proprietary  or  other 
medicines  containing  arsenic  or  strychnine,  see  reply  on  p.  376. 

219/45.  Soda-fountain  asks  if  it  is  necessary  for  a  chemist 
to  have  a  refreshment-house  licence  in  order  to  sell  soda- 
fountain  drinks  ? — If  the  shop  is  kept  open  between  10  p.m. 
and  5  A  M.  for  such  purpose  it  is  necessary.  The  proprietors 
of  a  pharmacy  in  the  West-end  of  London  were,  in  1876, 
fined  under  the  Refreshment  Houses  Act  for  selling  ice-cream 
soda  after  10  p.m. 
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f-  219/10.  Trade-mark. — (1)  The  owner  of  a  trade-mark  can 
use  it  from  any  part  of  the  country.  (2)  A  "  patent- 
medicine  "  licence  is  required  for  each  set  of  premises  from 
which  goods  are  sold. 

208/16.  R.  B. — A  qualified  dispenser  of  the  Apothecaries' 
Hall  in  Ireland  is  entitled  to  act  as  an  assistant  to  an 
apothecary.  The  certificate  does  not  entitle  a  registered 
druggist  to  compound  prescriptions  in  his  own  shop. 

'  225/38.  Qualified. — You  would  benefit  by  spending  half 
an  hour  over  pages  284  to  288  of  our  Diary,  which 
gives  full  particulars  regarding  the  sale  of  poisons.  "  Known 
to  the  seller  "  has  never  been  clearly  defined,  but  "  a  regular 
customer "  would  certainly  come  within  the  phrase.  Sales 
of  Easton's  syrup,  syr.  hypophos.  co.  ("  tabloid "  or  other- 
wise), and  catarrh-snuffs  containing  cocaine,  must  be  entered 
in  the  poison-book.  The  quantity  of  arsenic  in  arsenical 
soaps  and  wafers  comes  within  the  De  minimis  non  eurat  lex 
principle,  decided  by  the  High  Court  ten  years  ago. 


miscellaneous  Inquiries. 


We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


226/12.  Tynesider. — Please  let  us  know  the  facts  upon 
which  you  base  your  questions.  Their  publication  without 
ample  proof  would  be  libellous. 

222/11.     Ajax. — White  Liniment. — We  last  published 
formulas  for  this  in  the  C.  $  B.,  July  20,  1901,  page  107,  and 
.  December  28,  1901,  page  1059. 

205/19.    E.  C.  B  Rheumatism-powder. — Your  sample 

does  not  contain  salicin,  but  seems  to  owe  its  virtues  to 
potassium  nitrate.    The  powdered  liquorice  is  the  vehicle. 

17/2.  T.  C.  A".— (1)  The  Teething-powder  consists  of 
calomel  and  sugar  of  milk.  The  2-gr.  powder  you  send 
contains  approximately  J  gr.  of  calomel.  (2)  A  chemist 
can  sell  Pharmacopoeia  wines  without  having  a  wine-licence. 
The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  do  not,  however,  permit 
grocers  to  dispense  with  a  wine-licence  (see  C.  $  B., 
January  17,  page  85). 

213/42.  Bogie. — Metal-polish. — The  basis  of  this  is 
kieselguhr  in  smooth  powder,  and  soft  paraffin  with  a  little 
crude  oleic  acid  is  used  for  massing-purposes.  By  extracting 
the  fatty  matter  with  ether  or  benzine,  you  can  arrive  at  the 
proportion  of  basis. 

200/4.  Radix. — There  is  no  doubt  the  moisture  in  the 
oil-cake  is  the  source  of  fermentation  trouble,  and  at  present 
we  do  not  see  how  the  difficulty  can  be  got  over,  seeing  that 
you  wish  to  retain  the  moisture. 

226/25.  CftemisW  Assistant  has  not  sent  his  name  and 
address. 

226/41.  A.  R.—(l)  E.  Merck,  Jewry  Street,  London,  E.G., 
appears  to  be  the  firm  you  want.  (2)  There  is  no  such  thing 
as  a  smokeless  oil  for  magic-lanterns,  but  heavy  paraffin  oi:, 
plus  5  per  cent,  of  camphor,  is  sometimes  so  called.  The 
effect  of  the  camphor  is  to  make  a  brighter  flame. 

83/38.  J.  B.  C. — Walnut-stain. — The  aqueous  kind  is 
made  by  dissolving  3  oz.  of  potassium  permanganate  in 
1  gal.  of  hot  water.  The  spirituous  atain  is  made  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Nigrosin        ...       ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

Vandyke  brown    3ss. 

Bismarck  brown      ...       ...       ...  3SS- 

Spirit  Oij. 

Dissolve. 

222/15.  R.  A.  S. — The  editors  of  the  photographic  journals 
will  usually,  on  request,  insert  a  shoit  notice  of  the  opening 
of  a  dark-room.    We  will  publish  the  fact  shortly. 


226/43.  Optician. — It  is  not  necessary  to  pass  any  ex- 
amination to  be  able  to  call  oneself  an  optician,  but  the 
education  required  to  enable  the  examinations  to  be  passed 
is  valuable.  The  two  schemes  for  the  examination  of 
opticians  are  those  of  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company 
(Temple  House,  Temple  Avenue,  E.C.)  and  the  British 
Optical  Association  (17  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  W.).  You 
should  write  for  the  syllabus  of  these  two  bodies,  and  judge 
which  best  suits  your  requirements.  Many  chemists  have 
taken  the  certificates  of  both  the  Company  and  the  Associa- 
tion. The  article  on  spectacle-fitting  in  The  Chemists' 
and  Druggists'  Diary,  1900,  should  be  consulted. 

227/17.  Velox. — (1)  The  developer  containing  potassium 
ferrocyanide,  hydroquinone,  and  potassium  hydrate  keeps 
fairly  well.  The  addition  of  potassium  bromide  is  not  re- 
required,  as  the  ferrocyanide  has  a  restraining  action.  (2) 
The  glass  tubes  for  dry  developers  ar3  obtainable  from  most 
of  the  bottle-makers  who  advertise  in  the  C.  4'  B. 

225/53.  Chas.  F.  Forshaw,  B.B.S.  (Baltimore).— Dr.  A.  B. 
Griffiths  was  formerly  an  assistant  in  the  Chemical  Depart- 
ment of  the  Edinburgh  University.  His  Ph.D.  degree  is  a 
German  one.  Dr.  John  Muter  was  a  student  of  the  Glasgow 
University  and  of  Anderson's  College  there,  and  graduated 
as  a  doctor  of  philosophy  at  the  Rostock  University.  Dr. 
Andrew  Wilson  is  a  graduate  of  a  Scotch  University,  the 
degree  (M.B.)  carrying  with  it  the  courtesy  prefix  "  Dr."  It 
is  several  years  since  he  took  his  name  off  the  medical 
register. 

226/50.  Rhei. — (1)  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  accepts 
the  College  of  Preceptor's  second  class-examination  for 
registration  as  a  pharmacy  student,  if  the  whole  of  the 
subjects  required  are  taken  at  not  more  than  two  examina- 
tions. Latin  is  absolutely  requisite.  (2)  Why  do  you 
blush?  Is  it  because  you  are  shy  or  have  indigestion,  or 
are  in  love  with  some  girl,  or  have  something  wrong  with 
your  circulation  ?  We  do  not  know  any  prescription  that  is 
equally  suitable  for  all  of  these,  except  a  tumblerful  of  hot 
water  at  night  and  a  good  cold  sponge  in  the  morning. 

214/4.  Irang. — Treatment  of  Black-leg. — We  have  no 
difficulty  in  recognising  what  is  meant  by  "  hyanting  "  now 
that  you  describe  the  symptoms.  It  is  ''black-leg,"  "quarter 
ill,"  symptomatic  anthrax,  or  the  "  pook,"  a  fatal  malady 
found  in  many  parts  of  England,  but  less  than  in  any  other 
cattle-growing  country  of  Europe.  It  is  the  custom  in 
"  pookey  "  districts  of  southern  England  to  put  setons  in  the 
dew-lap  and  dress  them  with  irritants,  as  turpentine  and  oil, 
or  ox-gall  and  ammonia,  and  while  there  is  suppuration  a 
case  of  black-leg  has  hardly  been  known  to  occur.  Possibly 
the  pyogenic  organism  is  antagonistic  to  the  bacillus  of 
symptomatic  anthrax  (it  is  not  true  anthrax  ;  though  equally 
fatal).  As  a  number  of  young  bullocks  cannot  be  caught  up 
twice  or  three  times  in  a  fortnight  to  dress  the  setons  afresh, 
it  follows  that  the  remedy,  if  remedy  it  is,  is  not  a  very 
practicable  one.  There  is  a  "vaccine"  prepared  by  the 
Pasteur  Company  (agent  Messrs.  Huish,  Red  Lion  Square, 
W.C.),  which  has  proved  very  good  in  Switzerland,  and  some 
of  the  valleys  of  central  Europe,  where  losses  of  10  to  30 
per  cent,  were  common,  but  in  England  such  a  proportion  is 
seldom  heard  of.  The  serum,  called  "  blacklegine,"  has  to 
be  introduced  directly  into  a  muscle,  or  it  may  kill  the 
subject  by  being  accidentally  injected  into  the  connective 
tissue  under  the  skin.  From  the  latter  cause  a  mortality  of 
not  less  than  2  per  cent,  may  be  expected  when  the 
experienced  veterinarian  performs  it,  and  as  this  loss  is 
greater  than  is  expected  from  a  policy  of  laisser  faire,  it  is 
usual  to  "  chance  it." 


Information  Wanted. 


223/61.  Present  address  of  makers  of  aminol,  a  disinfectant 
patented  in  1888. 

223/9.    Is  "  Dr.  McKay's  cascara  sagrada "  a  proprietary 
article,  and  where  can  it  be  obtained.    If  not  proprietary 
I  will  some  reader  supply  a  formula. 
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GENTLEMAN  sseki  engagement  either  as  Mamger  or  Town 
Representative.   Apply,  "  M.  P.  S.  "  (83/39),  Office  oE  this  P^per. 


GENTLEMAN,  15  years  in  the  Medical  profession,  seeks  post  Repre- 
sentative; 2  years' experience.   "  Antipyrine"  (86  36),  Office  of  this 
Paper. 


QUALIFIED  gentleman,  about  to  procejd  to  Canada,  would  under- 
take a  Commission.     "Chemist,"  223  Frederick  Road,  Aston, 
Birmingham. 


YOUNS  Chemist  (21)  requires  situation,  any  capacity  :  good  know- 
ledge Dns,  Wets,  also  Galenical  manufacture.    '  B.  F.  G."  (89/2L), 
Office  of  this  Papar. 


ADVERTISER  (27)  desires  situation  in  Laboratory  ;  8  years'  Manu- 
facturing Galenicals,  3  years'  charge  of  Tincture  Department ;  excel- 
lent references.   88, 2,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


AS3ISTANT,  Wet  and  Dry  R-oms,  seeks  re-engagement;  5  years' 
London  and  provincial  experience,  home  and  export ;  excellent  refe- 
rences.   "  Zingib."  (84/26),  Office  of  this  Pap;r. 


ADVERTISER  (30)  wi  hes  situation,  Wholesale,  or  as  Traveller  ; 
Scotland  preferred  ;  14  years'  Wholesale  and    Retail  experience ; 
highest  references.   85/34,  c/o  Office  ot  this  Paper. 


ADVERTISER  (26),  reliable,  with  good  business  tact  and  energy, 
giving  up  the  Retail,  wishes  to  represent  good  firm,  Perfumery,  Sun- 
dries, or  Specialities ;  Midlands  preferred,   84/27,  Office  of  this  Paper.' 


PHARMACEUTICAL  Chemist  (24)  seeks  position  in  Druggist's 
Laboratory,  Manufacturing  or  Analytical ;  Square  education;  prac- 
tical experience  ;  used  to  hard  work  ;  able  to  control ;  life  abstainer ;  first- 
class  references.   89/30,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


|  NDI  A,  China,  and  Far  East.— Traveller,  representing  a  large  firm,  is 
I  leaving  for  a  trip  through  the  abovj  couutrie*,  and  is  willing  to  repre- 
sent one  or  two  other  good  houses  ;  only  offers  from  first-class  houses  will 
be  entertained.   "  E.  G."  (85/7),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


CONTINENTAL  Traveller  or  Agent.— Advertiser  would  like  to  com- 
municate with  firms  desiring  a  Representative  in  France  aDtl  Italy 
for  Drugs  and  Chemical--,  or  Druggist's  Sundries  or  allifd  business.  Address 
in  the  first  instance,  "  Commission  "  1.88/36),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


TO  Wholesale  Druggists.— Advertiser,  with  E0  years'  experience  in  well- 
known  Houses,  desires  re-engagement  as  Manager  or  Representative  ; 
intimate  knowledge  of  details  and  working  of  all  departments  both 
Chemist  s  and  Surgeon's  trade,  familiar  with  best  markets  for  Drugs  and 
Sundries  ;  excellent  Counting  house  experience  ;  accustomed  to  control ; 
aged  37.   Address,  "  Managemen  t,"  c/o  J.  W.  Vickers,  5  Nicholas  Lane,  E  o! 


3s.  6d.  for  50  words  or  less  ;  6d./or  every  10  words  beyond. 


Advertisers  are  reminded  that  11  they  wish  replies  to  their 
Advertisements  addressed  to  the  Office  of  "The  Chemist 
and  Druggist"  under  a  figure  or  nom  de  plume,  to  ba 
forwarded,  an  extra  charge  of  Sixpence  is  made,  and  such 
amount  should  be  added  to  the  remittance  for  the  Adver- 
tisement.   If  letters  are  called  for,  no  extra  charge  Is  made. 


SWITZERLAND.— Gentleman  with  own  busiress  is  open  to  act  as 
Ag.nt  for  Switzerland  to  a  first-c'ass  English  House  for  Specialities  ; 
will  be  in  London  about  middle  of  March  ;  highest  London  references. 
Address,  first  instance,  "Agent  for  Switzerland"  (228, 43),  Office  of  this 
Paper. 


GENTLEMAN,  for  some  years  in  control  of  London  House  of  im- 
portant firm,  manufacturing  products  of  very  wide  application, 
would  be  glad  to  negotiate  for  a  good  Agency ;  advertiser  is  fully  conver- 
sant with  successful  methods  and  knows  export  and  provincial  aswell  as 
London  business.   Address,  G  765,  Messrs.  Deacons',  Leadenhall  Street,  E.G. 


ESSENCES,  Gingers,  Hops,  Corks,  Boxes,  Bottles,  Machinery,  &c— 
Advdrtiser,  having  represented  an  Essence  House  som?  years  in 
Lancashire  and  Midlands,  desires  Agencies  for  any  of  the  above  lines;  or 
other  goods  in  demand  bv  Brewers,  Bottlers,  Mineral- water  Manufacturers, 
Sugar-boilers,  Herb-beer  Brewers,  &c.  "B.,"  105  Kuowsley  Terrace 
Bolton. 


MISCELLANEOUS- 


Special  charges  are  made  for  Advertisements  wider  this 
heading,  which  can  be  obtained  on  application. 


iHOTO  GRAPHIC  and  General  Price  Lists.   Send  for  estimate  for 
Printing,  to  J.  F.  Warren,  5  Hackney  Road,  London,  N.E. 


PRICE-LISTS  required  of  Chemicals,  Drugs,  and  Painter's  wares; 
payment  cash.   Franco  No.  7091,  Bookseller  J.  U.  de  Wit,  Amster- 
dam, TJtrechtsche  Str.  54. 


SCOTT,  GREENWOOD  &  CO.,  Technical  Book  Publishers,  19 
Ludgate  Hill,  London,  E.G.,  are  open  to  treat  for  publication  of 
original  works  on  trade  subjects.    Catalogue  on  application. 


SHOP  FITTINGS  :  12  ft.  Drug  fitting  with  bevelled-edged  glass, 
labelled  drawers,  lockers,  cornice,  and  shelves ;  12  ft.  solid  mahogany 
top  counter ;  6  ft.  second-hand  dispensing  screen  and  counter ;  perfume  case 
and  desk;  6  ft.  wall  case  ;  3  ft.  bent  counter  case  ;  complete  £35  the  lot. 

PHILIP  JOSEPHS  &  SON,  93  Old  Street,  London,  E.C. 


TO  Chemist  Opening  or  Refitting. — Entire  Fittings  of  a  first-class 
Pharmacy  ;  solid  mahogany  showcases,  three  mahogany  drawers, 
glass  handles,  &c,  &c.   "  Pharmaci-.t "  (89/10),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


TO  Chemists. — "  Ludine  for  the  Hair  "  is  a  valuable  remedy  for  prevent- 
ing rhe  fa'l  and  promoting  the  growth,  and  is  very  popular.  3/6  size 
28/-,  and  5  6  size  48/-  per  dozen.  The  Ludine  Co ,  191  Victoria  Street, 
London,  P.W.,  will  pay  carriage  on  orders  of  not  less  than  1  dozen;  it  can 
also  be  obtained  from  all  Wholesale  houses. 


3g»  per  10,000  Handbills  (demy  8vo). — I  have  a  Special  Scheme  by 
«3  ■  which  I  am  able  to  write  you  an  attractive  and  original  Hand- 
bill, and  supply  you  with  10,000  copies,  printed  on  good  paper,  carriage 
paid,  for  5*.  cash  with  order :  specimens  free.  Also  see  my  Advertise- 
ment in  "  Chemists'  and  Druggists  "  Diary,  1903,  page  637.  B.  Whitworth 
Hird,  Advertising  Specialist,  Norwich. 


VATS,  Wood  or  Iron  Tanks,  Coppers,  Pumps,  (fee. — David  Roberts  <Ss 
Son  have  constantly  a  large  stock  suitable  for  Wholesale  or  Manu- 
facturing Chemists  and  Druggists;  special  cheap  line  now  offering: 
40  380-gallon  vats  25s.  each,  90  250-galIon  20s.  each,  equal  to  new ;  also 
40  720-gallon,  heavy  oak,  60s.  each.  Write,  or  call  and  inspect,  David 
Roberts  &  Son,  The  Cooperage,  Tottenham  (close  to  White  Hart  Lane 
station). 


SPECIAL  Lines  in  Shop  Fittings,  Bottles,  (Sic— The  Fittings  of  a  shop, 
including  150  Gold-labelled  Rounds,  carriage  paid,  £39 ;  150  Second- 
hand Shop-rounds,  £5 ;  12-ft.  Range  Pine  Drug-drawers,  gold-labelled 
£5  15s. ;  12  4-lb.  Pink  Jars,  45s. ;  1  Nest  Counter-drawers,  30s. ;  156  Kecess- 
label  Shop-rounds,  £11  10j.  ;  Set  of  3- ft.  Plate-glass  Shelves,  with  tapped 
bars  and  brackets,  42s.;  6ft.  Dispensing- screen,  Mirror-centre,  £5;  all 
carriage  paid.  R.  Tomlinson  &  Sons,  Headquarters  for  Chemists'  Fittings, 
Bond  Street,  Birmingham. 


cADAM  &  TUCKNISS,  Sharebrokers,  Blackheath,  London,  S.B. 
Telephones  81  and  81a  Lee  Green. 
On  Sat.b  (free  of  commission,  subject).— 150  A.  J.  White  ordinary 
10s.  id. ;  10  Boots  Southern  preference  23s.  cd. ;  300  Cabin  ordinary  24s.  9d. 
cd. ;  100  Idris '•  A "  ordinary  27s.  3d.,  120  "A"  preference  24s.;  4  Evans 
Lescher  preference  £5  8s.  9(7. ;  100  G.  B.  Kent  preference  21s.  <\\d. ;  100 
IVrellin's  (Dolonial)  preference  13s.  6d. ;  60  Pears'  ordinary  28s. ;  100  Sanitas 
26s. ;  30  Vinolia  preference  £4  7s.  6(7. ;  35  Westminster  College  16s. ;  150 
Weldon  preference  18;.  6*. 

Wanted  (subject).— 100  A.  J.  White  ordinary  9s.  6(7. ;  50  Baiss  Bros,  pre- 
ference 19s. ;  100  Bovril  ordinary  17s.  9(7. ;  100  Camwal  ordinary  12s.  6<7., 
150  preference  16s.  6<7. ;  50  Barclay  &  Son  ordinary  13*. ;  150  G.  B.  Kent  pre- 
ference 20s.  lid. ;  100  I  ford  ordinary  28s.  9d. ;  150  Lewis  &  Burrows  ordi- 
nary 9s. ;  100  Afeggeson  ordrnary  26s. 

List  of  Shares  for  sale  and  wanted  sent  free  on  application.  Banker'a 
references  given. 


STIRLING'S  AIDS  TO  PHARMACEUTICAL  STUDENTS. 

All  post  free  throughout  the  world.    Descriptive  Listpost  free  on  request. 

Notes  on  Dispensing.  Pocket  Edition.  Interleaved.  Is.  6d. 
Pharmaceutical  Latin  and  Prescription  Reading.   Is.  6d. 
Praescripta  Autographa.    With  Key.   2s.  6d. 
Materia  Medica  Synopsis,  B.P.,  1398.  2s. 

Synoptical  Tables  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  1898, 

Is.  6d. 

JOHN  GOWEB,  Publisher,  Waterloo,  LIVEBPOOIi 
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HE  he  Assistants'  Page  of  IReurs, 


THIS  WEEK'S  "C.  &  D."   IN  BRIEF. 


Did  you  read  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Poisons  in  the 
C,  &  D.  last  week  ? 

The  complete  report  and  the  evidence  in  brief  were  given  on 
p.  321  of  the  issue,  the  points  being  presented  in  a  minute's 
reading  of  the  comprehensive  title. 

This  week  there  is  a  great  deal  more  about  it,  beginning  on 
p.  365.    The  items  include  the  following:  — 


M.  Carteighe  (sketch) 
Weed-killing,  &c  ,  in  the  'fifties 

(H.  H.  Pollard) 
Fundamental  inaccuracies  in 

the  evidence 
Points  in  the  evidence  (J.  Eeid) 
W.  a.  Cross  (sketch) 
Provincial  trade-opinion 

Besides,  there  are  a  Reynolds  cartoon  and  verses  on  p  350, 
and  information  as  to  sheep-dips  which  shows  the  grave  errors 
that  misled  the  Committee  (p.  353). 

"Xrayseb"  also  tears  the  evidence  to  pieces  (p.  351). 


Injustice  of  the  alterations  (H. 

Wyatt) 
Newspaper  opinion 
Parliamentarians'  views 
Sheep-dips  (J;  Twinberrow) 
What  chemists  are  doing 
Sale  of  poisons  (J.  Pater^on) 


Some  good  dispensing  note3  are  printed  on  p.  375. 
Two  famous  Indian  pharmacies  are  shown  on  p.  371. 

Orange  River  Colony  Imposts  improved  much  last  year 
(p.  340). 

Shop-hours  is  down  for  discussion  by  M.P.'s  on  March  4 
(p.  341). 

An  Appeal  in  the  Edinburgh  Willow-bark  cise  has  been 
granted  (p.  356). 

Dr.  Dobbin  gives  useful  hints  on  the  analysis  of  an  alloy,  vide 
Students'  Corner  (p.  334). 

The  Manchester  Coroner  would  like~a  larger  "Poison  "  put 
on  Mrs.  Winslow's  syrup  (p.  336). 

Another  of  Mr.  Reece's  assistants  has  been  fined  under  the 
Pharmacy  Act  for  selling  poisjn  (p.  357). 

K.  F.  Kramer,  who  smuggled  saccharin  into  this  country,  has 
been  ordered  to  pay  9,3002  to  the  Crown  (p.  353). 

Three  Medical  Bills  are  now  before  Parliament,  but  there  is 
no  hope  for  them  or  the  Pharmacy  Bill  either  (p.  341). 

The  Liverpool  hot  water  bottle  case  bas  ended,  so  far,  by 
judgment  for  the  plaintiff  for  40Z.  for  breach  of  warranty 
(P.  357). 

The  London  Chemists'  Association  discussed  ways  and  meanB 
on  Wednesday,  as  well  as  Council- candidates  and  poison- matters 
(p.  342.) 

A  Kingston-on-Thames  Chemist  asserted  before  the  Coroner 
his  right  to  sell  prussic  acid.  The  Coroner  Bpoke  strongly  on  the 
matter  (p.  337). 

Fourteen  Days'  Hard  Labour  was  the  punishment  inflicted 
on  Mr.  H.  A.  Gibson,  chemist.  Spalding,  consequent  on  his  indict- 
ment for  manslaughter  (p.  336). 

The  Liquidator  of  Ulster  Chemists  (Limited)  has  failed  to 
satisfy  the  Vice-Chancellor  at  Dublin  that  there  is  need  for 
examining  the  promoters  of  the  Company  (p.  356). 

Monthly  Payments  are  much  discouraged  by  the  erratic 
manner  in  which  many  wholesalers  send  out  their  monthly  state- 
ments.   The  facts  are  forcibly  put  by  a  corresponded!  on  p.  374. 

Mr.  Thomas  Christy  has  told  our  Town  Traveller  interesting 
things  about  Cassia  Beareana,  the  new  remedy  for  blackwater 
fever.  Our  contributor  has  phkedup  other  thin?s  on  his  iournev 
(p.  373).  *  "  y 

Mr.  W.  L.  Cubrie  (Glasgow)  is  to  be  a  candidate  for  the  Phar- 
maceutical Council  (p.  338),  Mr.  Walshaw  (Huddersfield)  is  another, 
and  Mr,  James  Paterson  (Aberdeen)  is  also  mentioned  as  a  candi- 
date (p.  345), 

Counsel  for  A.  Cross  &  Sons  (Limited),  in  the  case  against 
the  Company  for  infringement  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  Seotion  17, 
is  using  every  argument  to  prevent  the  real  point  being  issued— 
viz.,  the  charge  that  as  much  arsenic  as  would  kill  200  people  was 
sold  to  an  unknown  person  (p.  357), 


MAINLY  PERSONAL. 


Me.  H.  Fowleb,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened  a  business 
in  Bath  Street,  Frome. 

Mb.  T.  F.  Thobpe,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of  Earls 
Barton,  has  bought  a  business  in  Woodstock. 

"Boots"  managers  and  assistants  in  Liverpool  had  a  dinner- 
smoker  at  the  Imperial  Hotel  there  on  February  19. 

Mb.  R  H.  Martin,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  W,  Shield,  Stanley 
are  the  prizemen  in  the  Students'  Corner  Competition  this 
month. 

Messrs.  Judd  &  Price's  business  at  68  The  Parade,  Leaming- 
ton Spa,  has  been  purchased  by  Mr.  J,  E.  Whitaker,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Chemists'  Assistants  in  Greenock,  where  the  sugar  used  to 
come  from,  had  a  fine  dance  last  week,  Forty  couples  tripped 
over  the  floor  of  the  Town  Hall. 

Mr.  Ernest  A.  Umney,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  Wright' 
Layman  &  Umney  (Limited),  has  started  on  a  pleasure  trip  round 
the  world  for  his  health's  sake. 

Major  McBeide,  who  commanded  the  Boer-Irish  Brigade,  and 
married  Miss  Maud  Gonne  in  Paris  last  week,  was  at  one  time  an 
Irish  grocer-druggist's  assistant. 

Glasgow  Assistants  and  Appeentices  are  invited  to  write 
to  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie,  223  Byres  Road,  Glasgow,  for  particulars 
regarding  the  Kinninmont  Prize  Competition. 

Mb.  W.  G.  Sloan,  formerly  an  assistant  in  Bell's,  Oxford 
Street,  W.,  is  now  in  Cawnpore.  The  pharmacy  he  manages  is 
reported  to  be  the  place  where  Lord  Roberts  was  born,  but  that 
is  doubtful. 

In  the  honours  list  of  the  recent  final  examination  of  the  Incor- 
porated Law  Society,  the  name  appears  of  Mr.  W.  Rackwood 
Cocks,  of  Hollydale,  Torquay,  son  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Cocks,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist. 

Mb.  Jones  or  James,  who  is  or  was  in  H.  Squire's  shop  at 
97  Leyton  Road,  N.W.,  has  to  pay  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  51, 
and  costs  of  five  witnesses  and  a  barrister,  for  selling  laudanum. 
It  is  cheaper  to  qualify. 

Mr.  Fred  Child,  who  has  recently  represented  Messrs.  Bur- 
goyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.,  in  the  northern  and  eastern  counties,  has 
obtained  an  interest  in  the  business  of  Messrs.  Manners  &  Hop- 
kinson,  Southwark,  S.E. 

Mr.  Morris  Steanack,  son  of  Mr.  Stranack  (Stranack  & 
Williams,  Durban),  who  was  at  the  "Square"  last  session,  has 
been  admitted  to  practice  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  in  Natal.  So 
has  Mr,  W.  T.  Skinner,  another  "  Minor  man." 

There  is  an  amusing  letter  of  application  in  the  C.  &  D.  this 
week  from  an  "  Assistant "  who  says  he  has  dispensed  for  the 
Royal  family,  Joe  Chamberlain,  and  otherfdistinguished  persons. 
He  has  yet  to  learn  English.  A  sensible  and  well-written 
letter  of  application  is  as  good  an  introduction,  when  one  wants  a 
sit.,  as  half-a-dozen  old  testimonials. 

Students  nowadays  like  to  dine  publicly.  This  week  there  are 
in  the  C.  &  D.  reports  of  two  Bchool  dinners.  The  "  Square  " 
School  students,  past  and  present,  dined  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant  on  Tuesday  everiing,  Professor  Greenish  being  in  the 
chair.  The  dinner  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  J.  T.  Cart, 
B.  Collitt,  F.  H.  Moore,  V.  C.  Hewlett,  J.  W.  Privett,  and 
J.  Richardson  ;  while  Wm.  Herbert  Allen  and  Wm.  G.  Northey 
acted  as  Hon.  Secretaries.  The  other  dinner  was  held  in  the 
other  capital — Edinburgh — where  Mr.  W.  B.  Cowia  teaches  the 
young  idea  how  to  shoot  past  the  "  36  :'  portal:1. 

The  Schools  of  Pharmacy  advertising  in  this  issue  are  :  — 
Metropolitan,  160  Kennington  Park  Road,  S.E. 
South  London  (Mater's),  325  Kennington  Road,  S  E. 
Imperial,  49  Imperial  Buildings,  Ludgate  Circus,  E.C. 
Manchester,  225a  Oxford  Street,  Manchester. 
Northern,  100  Burlington  Street,  Manchester. 
North  of  England,  55  Northumberland  Street,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Glasgow,  180  West  Regent  Street,  Glasgow. 

West  of  Scotland,  157  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow. 
A  postcard  to  the  principal  of  any  of  these  is  sufficient  to  secure 
prospectus. 
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College  motes 


Central  School  of  Pharmacy.— The  students  of  this  school 
attended  at  Kew  Gardens  on  Tuesday  for  a  botany  demonstration 
by  the  Principal.  Minor  students  for  April  wili  find  plenty  of 
material  to  interest  them.  Mezereon,  hellebore,  and  coltsfoot  were 
seen  in  flower ;  several  catkins,  too,  were  found  fully  developed. 
Crocuses,  snowdrops,  primroses,  squills,  and  anemones  are  useful 
for  examination-purpo3es,  and  the  almond  blossom  is  about  the 
earliest  out-of-door  rosaceous  flower  to  appear,  so  should  be  studied 
carefully.    The  next  demonstration  takes  place  March  27. 

Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy.— On  February  19  and  20 
the  students  of  the  school  were  personally  conducted  over  the 
manufacturing  premises  of  Messrs.  Davy,  Hill  &  Co.  in  Park 
Street,  Southwark,  S.B.,  where  much  that  was  interesting  and 
instructive  in  the  methods  of  the  manufacture  of  galenicals  and 
chemicals  was  seen.  The  operations  being  conducted  on  such  a 
large  scale  the  plant  is  never  seen  in  an  ordinary  pharmacy,  and 
attracted  the  attention  of  all. 

Football. — London  College  of  Pharmacy  F.C.  v.  West- 
minster College  F.C. — A  friendly  match  was  played  on  the 
"Westminster  ground  at  Old  Oak  Farm  on  February  21,  the  game 
being  considerably  interfered  with  by  the  gale  which  was  so  pre- 
valent throughout  the  country.  Westminster,  winning  the  toss, 
set  London  to  play'  against  the  wind,  and  for  the  first  fifteen 
or  twenty  minutes  the  play  was  very  fast  and  even,  but  ulti- 
mately London  began  to  score,  and  at  the  interval  led  by  4  to  nil. 
In  the  second  half  London  added  3  more,  and  thus  were  left 
easy  winners  by  7  to  nil.  Whitehouse  played  a  good  game  for  the 
winners,  while  Stokoe  for  Westminster  shone  in  defence. 

On  February  23  Mr.  Thomas  Maben,  F.C.C.,  lectured  at  the 
London  College  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy  on  the  preparation 
of  "  Antitoxic  Serum  and  Vaccine-lymph."  The  lecture  was 
illustrated  by  slides,  and  the  lecturer  explained  the  method  of 
inoculating  animals,  and  the  processes  employed  for  obtaining  the 
serum  and  preserving  it.  The  new  "  Duplex  "  tablet-machine  was 
shown  in  the  chemical  laboratory,  and  a  demonstration  was  given 
in  the  physical  laboratory  on  the  effect  which  certain  crystals  have 
on  polarised  light.  There  was  a  large  audience  of  students,  the 
lecture  and  demonstrations  being  much  appreciated. 


pbannacp  on  tbe  IRtvnera. 


T  HAVE  been  acting  as  English  assistant  for  the  last  five  months 
-L  in  a  pretty  little  town  situated  on  the  side  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, not  far  from  Cannes.  There  are  two  pharmacies  here,  the 
population  being  about  6,000,  but  only  one  caters  for  the  wants  of 
English  visitors.  The  pharmacie  is  very  well  fitted,  the  bottles 
being  the  usual  stoppered  rounds,  blue  glass  with  red  caps  over 
the  stoppers,  which  look  very  well.  There  is  a  dispensing- 
counter,  but  no  serving-counter,  and  when  attending  a  customer 
one  goes  outside  the  counter.  We  open  in  the  morning  at 
7  o'clock  and  close  at  10  p.m.  Although  those  hours  of  business 
look  very  formidable,  they  are  not  so  very  long,  as  there  are 
three  to  four  hours  off  for  meals,  and  business  is  practically 
over  by  7  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  staff  consists  of  the  pro- 
prietor, a  French  assistant,  myself,  and  a  boy  for  messages  and  to 
do  the  cleaning- up.  My  employer  is  a  pharmacien  of  the 
premiere  class,  and  from  a  scientific  point  of  view  has  a  thorough 
grasp  of  French  pharmacy;  he  conducts  all  kinds  of  analysis, 
complete  or  otherwise,  on  the  premises,  as  well  as  making  the 
principal  galenicals  in  the  Codex.  At  the  dispensing-counter 
sirops  and  cachets  are  the  two  most  frequent  prescriptions  met 
with  in  French  pharmacy,  and  very  few  pills,  except  those  of 
some  special  maker. 

My  work  is  principally  to  attend  to  English  visitors,  but  I 
frequently  dispense  French  or  other  foreign  prescriptions  when  I 
am  disengaged,  which  has  been  very  often  this  season.  My 
hours  of  business  are  from  9  to  7,  indoors— rather  an  exception  on 
the  Continent,  the  majority  of  places  being  outdoors,  or  a  room 
supplied  on  the  premises.  When  anyone  accepts  a  situation  on 
the  Continent  the  more  of  the  language  he  knows  the  better  for 
himself  and  everyone  else. 

Six  months  on  the  Continent  is  time  very  well  spent  for  an 
English  assistant,  as  there  are  many  things  to  be  learned 
from  French  pharmaciens.  The  gain,  however,  is  not  confined  to 
his  profession,  as  he  picks  up  the  language  to  some  extent,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  lovely  country  and  interesting  places  to  be  visited. 


Meanness.— "  Johnson,  the  pharmacist,  is  the  meanest  shop- 
keeper in  our  street."  "  Indeed,  why  ?  "  "  He  actually  counts 
the  drops  of  some  of  the  medicines  that  he  sells." 


Hovice  to  assistants 


AT  the  meeting  of  the  Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Assistants'  and  Apprentices'  Association  on  February  18, 
Mr.  W.  L.  Currie  (Hon.  President)  read  a  paper  entitled 
"  Chemists'  Assistants,"  which  was  an  interesting  chat 
on  the  duty  of  chemists'  assistants  to  themselves  and 
their  bearing  towards  others.  Assistants  sometimes 
say  that  if  they  had  their  time  over  again  they  would 
select  some  other  calling,  but  the  lecturer  urged  his 
hearers  not  to  be  discouraged  by  hearing  constant 
grumbling  about  drug-stores  and  limited  companies,  but  to 
try  to  remedy  the  discontent.  An  assistant  should  use 
every  means  in  his  power  to  succeed,  get  understanding, 
value  wisdom,  and  retain  a  clear  conscience,  but  never  lose 
his  personality.  The  duty  of  an  assistant  is  to  master  all 
the  details  of  his  business,  and  so  be  ready  to  meet  almost 
any  emergency  that  may  arise ;  being  always  ready  to  act 
without  hesitation  inspires  confidence.  Never  be  above  ask- 
ing a  senior  when  details  which  are  not  familiar  present 
themselves.  Many  assistants  resolve  that  as  soon  as  they 
are  qualified  they  will  be  done  with  shop  work  ;  such  persons 
have  a  poor  conception  of  life  and  its  responsibilities.  There 
is  no  disgrace  in  doing  a  bit  of  dusting  or  packing  a  hamper  ; 
yet  cases  have  occurred  in  which  an  assistant  has  preferred 
to  lose  his  appointment  rather  than  lower  his  dignity. 
Speaking  next  of  the  things  which  make  for  success  in  life, 
Mr.  Currie  gave  the  following  tabulation  of  the  qualities 
required  : — 

Health. — An  absolute  necessity  for  our  enjoyment  of  life. 
Education. — An  indispensable  condition  if  we  are  to  carry  on 
our  work. 

Observation. — A  habit  which  is  easily  acquired  and  of  the 
greatest  value. 
Industry. — Without  which  there  can  be  no  great  result. 
Perse verance.— Gets  over  all  difficulties. 

Arrangement. — Prevents  many  mistakes  and  must  exist  in 
every  shop. 

Punctualiti/. — Not  only  as  to  time,  but  also  in  despatch. 
Calculation. — Necessary  in  all  our  work. 
Prudence. — Prevents  the  tongue  of  scandal  from  wagging. 
Tact. — Saves  many  a  quarrel. 

Truthfulness. — Stands  when  everything  else  will  fail. 
Integrity. — Always  leaves  an  honourable  name  behind. 

The  latter  part  of  the  address  was  taken  up  with  a  con- 
sideration of  the  steps  which  are  necessary  to  give  the 
chemist's  calling  a  better  standing.  An  improvement  can 
only  be  brought  about  through  the  medium  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  and  that  is  why  it  should  be  supported. 
Chemists  should  be  more  united  ;  almost  every  other  trade 
or  profession  has  recognised  the  advantages  of  being 
organised,  and  pharmacists  should  sink  petty  differences  and 
adopt  a  policy  of  consolidation  rather  than  disintegration. 
Opposition  to  the  powers  that  be  can,  however,  only  retard 
progress,  not  stop  it. 

A  discussion  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  J.  P.  Gilman, 
J.  H.  Riddell,  Combe,  and  Watson  took  part. 

Mr.  Combe  said  he  thought  he  spoke  for  a  large  number 
of  assistants  in  sayirjg  that  if  chemists  paid  better  salaries 
stores  would  not  get  assistants  so  easily. 

Mr.  W.  L.  Currie  was  cordially  thanked  for  his  interesting 
paper. 


Savonal,  the  trade-name  of  an  unguent-like  body,  is  prepared 
by  evaporating  down  a  neutral  olive  oil  soap  spirit.  It  is  miscible 
with  water,  glycerin,  and  alcohol  in  all  proportions,  making  limpid 
mixtures  or  solutions.— National  Druggist, 

Visitors  to  Westcliff-on-Sea  have  recently  been  much 
interested  in  a  strange-looking  craft  lying  off  the  shore  or 
cruising  round  the  coast.  The  vessel  is  a  motor-hospital,  which 
is  used  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  phthisis.  She  floats  upon 
two  torpedo-shaped  cylinders,  and  although  electricity  is  tha 
motor-power,  she  is  also  equipped  with  sails,  which  could  be  used 
in  the  event  of  the  engine  becoming  disabled.  She  is  very 
comfortably  furnished,  and  the  opportunity  afforded  to  patients 
of  inhaling  health-giving  ozone  while  enjoying  varied  change  of 
scene  will  doubtless  make  this  form  of  treatment  very  popular. 
The  motor-hospital  hails  from  America,  the  design  being  that  of 
a  doctor  who  had  some  acquaintance  with  automobilism.  It  has 
quite  fulfilled  the  expectations  of  its  inventor, — Medical  Times, 


118 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST  SUPPLEMENT     February  28,  1903 


Exchange  Column— Bargains. 


TERMS. 

DEPOSIT.— The  purchaser  of  anythiDg  advertised  in  the  Exchange  Column  may  remit  the  amount  to  as,  and  we  only  pay  the  money  deposited  on 
advice  from  the  remitter.  We  charge  a  commission  of  Gd.  on  any  transaction  of  £3  or  less,  or  1j.  if  above  that  amount,  which  ii 
payable  by  the  purchaser. 

Limited  to  the  Advertisements  of  Surplus  Stock,  Shop  Fittings,  Apparatus,  Photographic  Goods,  Boots  and  Periodicals,  Formula,  Addresses  Wanted, 

and  Articles  Wanted. 

jjl],  per  word  with  name  and  address.    1  d.  per  word  if  we  register  the  address  and  attach  a  number. 
No  Advertisement  inserted  for  less  than  6d. 

Remittances  payable  to  El>WAltB9  and  crossed  MAJftTIHT'S  BASK,  IiIMITBB. 


FOR  DISPOSAL. 

APPARATUS. 

2-cwt.  copper  steam-jacketed  pan;  used  one  season;  perfect  condition; 
£12.   Vaughan,  14  Leighton  Street,  Leeds. 

Quart  York  Glass  Co.'s  percola' or,  with  tap;  50-c.c.  stoppered  burette; 
sp.  gravity  bottle,  retort  stands,  bunseus,  flasks,  &c,  cheap  or  exchange. 
Moorhouse,  Chemist,  Burnley. 

2  40-gal.  copper  vaccum-pans,  secondhand ;  1  30-gal.  do. ;  1  36-gal. 
copper  steam-jacketed  pan.  Bennett,  Sons  &  Shears,  Engineers, 
167  Kingsland  Road,  London,  N.E. 

For  sale,  tablet-compressing  machine  (hand-power,  by  Cotton);  tarns  out 
over  80  per  minute  ;  3  sets  of  dies  ;  can  be  seen  in  London  ;  larger  onj 
wanted  by  Clarence  James,  Cheltenham. 

BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS. 

Piesse's  "Art  of  Perfumery";  good  condition.  Wing,  Weston-super- 
Mare. 

What  offers  ?  "  Pharmacopedia,"  1st  edition  ;  also  Perkin  and  Kipping'a 
"  Organic  Chemistry,"  latest.  W.  Print,  22  Peckham  Road,  Camber- 
well. 

"Year-book  of  Pharmacy,"  16  vols,  and  index,  1870  to  1885  in- 
clusive, best  offer  over  Is.  per  vol.  accepted ;  vol.  i.  Braithwaite's 
"Biitish  Moss  Flora,"  in  new  condition,  with  plates,  offers  wanted. 
Turner,  Chemist,  Dumfries. 

Offered.— Surplus  books,  latest,  new  :  Attfield  (10s.  Gd.),  Lowson  (4s.  9d.), 
Newth  (4s.  9<7.),  Ince  (3s.  Id.) ;  also,  excellent  condition,  Newth,  5th 
(2s.  Gd.),  Olowes's  2s.  Gd.  "Chemistry"  (Is.),  Jago's  (Is).  Ggwer, 
Publisher,  Waterloo,  Liverpool. 

DRUGS  AND  CHEMICALS. 

Eight  Winchesters  finest  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil,  1902  (Randall's, 
Southampton)  ;  what  offers  ?   Tayler,  Sherborne. 

Offers. — 1  lb.  each,  Fletcher's  liq.  hyoscyami,  tincturea  opii  ammon., 
strophan.,  sumbul.,  digitalis,  finest  vanilla  pods ;  1  doz.  each  Koko, 
4s.  6(1,  2s.  6d.,ls.  Aplin,  Chemist,  Exeter. 

OPTICAL  AND  PHOTOGRAPHIC. 

No.  4  "Cartridge"  Kodak,  No.  3  folding  pocket  Kodak,  45s.  Grovnne, 
Pinner. 

For  sale.— Marion's  single  rod  burnisher ;  9  in, ;  almost  new ;  what 
offers  ?   Stephenson,  c/o  Bell,  Amb'eside. 

Lancaster's  "  Instant ograph,"  1896,  J-plate,  mahogany,  brass  fittings, 
with  folding  tripcd,  travelling  canvas  case,  view-finder,  &c. ;  30s.  net ; 
a  bargain.   Tom  Brooks,  Chemist,  Hornst y,  London,  N. 

SHARES. 

Shares  or  sale. — See  Miscellaneous  column  (page  115). 


FORMUL/E. 

100  practical  recipes,  useful,  inexpensive,  profitable  ;  medical,  toilet,  photo- 
graphic ;  all  priced  out,  full  directions;  one-solution  developer,  com- 
bined toning  and  fixing,  alone  worth  the  money ;  2s.  Gd.  complete,  post 
free.   Lee,  Chemist,  Teddington. 

Photographic— Thoroughly  reliable  formulae;  combined  P.O.P.  bath 
(neutral;,  concentrated  one  solution  deve  oper,  intensifier  (concen- 
trated), and  others  ;  2  for  Is.  6d. ;  satisfaction  guaranteed.  "  Artist," 
Kelvin  House,  East  Molesey,  Surrey. 

Push  profitable  proprietaries.— Following  are  assured  successes,  and  have 
large  sales  :— Children's  teething-powders  (no  opiates),  digestive  elixir 
(very  popular),  neuralgia-tincture  (really  cures),  toothache-stop  (novel 
and  effective),  pile-  remedy  (speedy  relief) ;  corn-paint  (not  salicylic) ; 
Is.  each,  3  for  It.  Gd.,  6  for  4s.  Gd.,  post  free.  "  Analyst,"  8  Broadfield 
Road,  Oatford,  S.E. 

Well-tried  workable  recipes,  20  years  in  use.— Glycerine  cream,  insepar- 
able, emollient,  non-sticky ;  Bronehelixir,  cures  all  chest  troubles  ; 
chilblain  cures,  instant  action  and  safe  ;  linseed  and  liquorice  balm, 
excellent  cough-cure,  pleasant ;  white  oils,  inexpensive,  inseparable, 
rubs  in  well ;  corn- cure,  quickest  and  best  in  market ;  tic  specific,  acts 
like  magic  ;  recipes,  with  instructions,  Is.  Id.  each,  3  for  2s.  6c?.,  above 
set  5s. ;  detailed  lists  free.   Tom  Brooks,  Chemist,  Hornsey,  N. 

Brooks's  special  recipes. — Haircurl,  non-sticky,  undetectable,  highly 
praised ;  female  mixture,  very  reliable,  quite  safe,  profitable ;  mist, 
copaiba  comp.,  pleasant,  easily  made,  keeps  well,  8-oz.  bottles  cost  4<2. ; 
Aurean  Fluid  or  Golden  Gloss,  improved  hair-dje,  produces  better 
colour ;  Dr.  Taylor's  dentifrice,  ideal  deodorant,  tooth  and  mouth 
cleanser  ;  Oherry  Foam,  saponaceous  tooth- wash,  charming  odour,  very 
lasting  ;  Golden  Tonic,  brilliant  appearance,  nice  taste,  grand  invigo- 
rator ;  recipes  2s.  Gd.  each,  5  for  10s.,  with  full  instructions  free. 
Tom  Brooks,  Chemist,  Hornsey,  N. 

PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES. 

For  sale,  1  gross  Keene's  One-Night  corn -cure,  good  condition,  48s.  89/11, 
Office  of  this  Paper. 

Broncholine  (Day's);  J  doz.  2s.  6c?.  size;   unsoiled ;  what  offers? 

Challis,  Chemist,  Southall,  W. 
33  boxes  Williams's  guaranteed  5-gr.  soluble  quinine  pessaries,  retail  at 

2s.  per  box ;  what  offers,  for  part  or  lot  1    Baker's  Drug  Stores, 

161  Seven  Sisters  Road,  Holloway,  London. 

Overstocked.— 1  doz.  Is.  l\d.  Bile  Beans,  lis.  Gd.  ;  1  gross  Steele's  J-lb. 
patent  packets  chloride  lime,  7s.;  either  carriage  paid;  cash  with 
order.  90/24,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

Surplus  stock.— 4  doz.  lid.  Daisy  powders,  4s.  doz. ;  8  2s.  2d.  Kayes 
Worsdell's  pills,  20s.  doz. ;  2  doz.  Is.  1\d.  Celandine,  9s.  doz. ;  2  doz. 
2s.  Gd.  Tamar  Indien,  18s.  doz. ;  A  doz.  5s.  Bishop's  Varalettes,  42s.  doz. ; 
2 doz.  2s.  9d.  Guy's  fruit  pills,  20s.  doz.;  9  2.'.  9d.  Fenning's  lung- 
healers,  20s.  doz. ;  1  doz.  Is.  lid.  Allcock's  corn-plasters,  9s.  doz,,  carr. 
paid.   "  Maltex  "  (90/23),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

20  each,  lid.  and  Is.  l\d.  Bowden's  Indian  balm,  3i.  Gd.  and  6s.  per  doz.; 
6  each,  Is.  lid.  Bowden's  pills  and  bittets,  6s.  per  doz. ;  10  doz.  Zd. 
Itsem  dyes,  10t.  the  lot ;  6  gross  Top-Not  soap,  5s.  Gd.  gross  ;  5  4s.  Gd. 
Crosby's  elixir,  3s.  each ;  7  doz.  Sparkkt  bulbs  (B),  10s.  doz. ;  4  Oarn- 
rick's  peptonoid  powder,  30s. ;  1  doz.  Is.  Stedman's  tonic-drops,  6s.  6d. ; 
1  doz.  Is.  Eclectica,  6s.  6-?.  Lie,  Chemist,  Middlesborough. 


